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DIRECT COMMUNICATION 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (DeveEtor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commergial interest is colleeted and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permi!, replies are given to 
enyuiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openmgs for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations cen- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
ete., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, ete. 

Sumples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Over 66,000 sainples of goods of Foreign manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
toreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Roos of 
the Department at 3, Guildhall Courtyard, E.C., and are 
now available for the inspection of British manufacturers. 

Arrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 


INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the ‘“‘Board 
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of Trade Journal’? dated Sth May, 1919, gives detailed 
instructions to exhibitors. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 35, Old Queen Street, London, 5.W.1, to 
which address all enquiries should be made. 


In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with Foreign methods ot 
advertising (including German and Austrian), the Board of 
Trade have collected over 13,000 Foreign Trade Catalogues, 
and these may be inspected by British manufacturers at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intellt- 
gence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. 


A new index has been prepared, in which the catalosues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identificatton of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manutacturers on 
application to tie Comptrolier-General, Department cf 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 35, 
Old Queen Street, London S.W. 1. 








OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 


COUNTRIES ABROAD. 


Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGIsSLER : 

The Special Register afiords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s ‘Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 


The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shorld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
——¢ 1 Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 

ndon, E.C. 2. 





FORM kK. 


H.M. Consular Olf®cers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
factrre. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
uropean reterences, goods particularly required, teris ct 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 

In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages trom 
the ‘‘Form K” system of intormation, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 

A system of co-operation between the Department cf 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
tiaders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is beinz 
atiained as follows :— 

!. The Department collects and edils the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 
That is, the Department issues the intormation to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘Form Kk,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 

The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James's Street. London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE —continued. 
The Board of Trade. 
Receiver in Bankruptcy, has been appointed Controller. 
COAL. All communications should be addressed to:— 





s 
WEEKLY OUTPUT IN TONS. 
Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended 3rd January are 
given below. 
The output shows an appreciable rise over the 
previous week’s figures—particularly in South Wales, 








Derby, Nottingham and Leicester. The Scottish pro- 
duction is down on account of holidays. 

District. 13th Dec. 20th Dec. 27th Dec. 3rd Jan. 
Northumberland ...... 226 536 238,133 160,520 139,053 
I: ciisicuuanewcsons 636,062 676,015 431,336 469,300 
IID aiscousadiapinibicns 799,873 800,147 533,470 526,414 
Lancashire, Cheshire 

and North Wales... 465,479 453,311 312,271 521,818 
Derby, Nottingham 
and Leicester ........ 594.573 586,998 375,049 463,666 
Staffordshire, Shrop- 
shire, Warwick and 
Worcester ............ 380,622 372,138 260,649 265,924 
South Wales = end 
Monmouthshire 996 ,497 997,315 514.505 847 817 
Other English Dis- 
as teil 104.596 106,143 02.562 76.370 
Se 680,918 679,908 684,241 384,350 
OS ea 4,886,156 4, +.S10, 0,106 3,3&2,603 3.494.712 








SUMMARY SINCE MAY 81. 


The total production weekly of coal since 31st May, 
1919, is given below :— 
May Slst....... 4,812,595 September 20th 4,450,308 
June 7th ......... 4, oe 034 September 27th 4,481,434 
June 14th ...... 3,256,508 October 4th 2 871,610 
June 21st. ...... 4,736,841 October 11th 4,076,562 
June 28th ...... 4,806,933 October 18th 4,727,465 
Suly Gth .......2 4,728,588 October 25th ... 4,761,037 
July 12th ...... 4,796,148 November Ist ... 4,674,532 
July 19th ...... 3,893,651 November 8th... 4,804,456 
July ae 2.537,954 November 15th 4,679,402 
August 2nd... 3,614,776 November 22nd 4,767,578 
August 9th ...... 2,642,895 November 29th 4,762,729 
August 16th 3.726.499 December 6th 4,808,524 


December 13th 4,886,156 
December 20th 4,910,106 
December 27th 3,852,603 
January 3rd 3,494,603 


August 23rd 3,989,762 
August : 30th ... 4,354,983 
September 6th 4,509,863 
September 13th 4,489,816 





TOTAL OUTPUT IN 1919. 

The weekly reports for the whole year 1919 show that 
the output has been 229 millions tons, which is slightly 
less than the estimate of 230 millions contained in the 
official White Paper of July last. The weekly output 
improved considerably during the last two months of 
the year, but the strike in Yorkshire and the stoppage 
of the railways at the end of September caused a loss 
in coal produc ‘tion of about seven million tons. 





INCREASE IN RETAIL PRICES. 

In consequence of the increase in the rates charged 
for the carriage of coal by rail to take effect as from 15th 
January, the maximum retail delivery prices of house- 
hold coal in provincial districts will be increased by an 
amount corresponding with the increase in railway 
charges on coal delivered in the particular district. 

In the Metropolitan Area the increase will be 2s. per 
ton (or one penny per cwt. for quantities not exceeding 
4 ewts.). 

These increases in the retail prices of house coal 
apply to all coal delivered on and after the 15th Janu- 
ary, 1920. 





PEACE TREATY WITH GERMANY. 


CLEARING OFFICE FOR DEBTS. 


The Clearing Office for Enemy Debts, provided for in 
the Treaty of Peace with Germany, has now been estab- 
lished, and Mr. Egerton Spenser Grey, Senior Official 





The Controller of the Clearing Office 
Cornwall House, 
Stamford Street, 
London, 8.E.1 
These premises provide the only adequate accommoda- 
tion available for the offices of the Clearing Office. 

At the request of the President of the Board of Trade 
the following gentlemen, who have consented to serve 
in an honorary capac ity, will act as a Committee to 
advise the Controller in the operation of the Clearing 
Office :— 

Sir William Plender, 
Mr. George Watson. 
Mr. O, R. A. Simpkin, C.B.E. (Public Trustee). 
Mr. H. A. Payne, C.B. (Board of Trade). 

Particular branches of industry and commerce are 
being invited to nominate representatives to confer 
with the Controller on technical questions. 

Notices giving instructions as to the steps to be taken 
for proving their claims have been sent to creditors 
in the United Kingdom who have registered with the 
Public Trustee as * Custodian claims against German 
nationals. Notices requesting payment. of their debts 
to the Controller have also been sent to debtors in the 
United Kingdom who have registered with 
Trustee as Custodian debts owing to German nationals. 
Any creditor or debtor who does not receive a notice 
should communicate with the Controller of the Clearing 
Office, 

In our *‘ Government Notices ’’ Section we publish 
the revised conditions applicable to trading with late 
enemy and other countries. 


C.B.E. 


(Chairman). 





INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY. 

In view of the ratification and the coming into force 
of the Treaty of Peace with Germany on 10th January, 
1920, attention is directed to the provisions of Articles 

207 and 308. These Articles provide extensions of time 
to enable persons to accomplish any act, fulfil any 
formality, pay any fees, and generally satisfy any 
obligation prescribed by the laws or regulations of the 
respective States (which are parties to the Treaty), 
relating to the obtaining, preserving or opposing rights 
to, or in respect of, industrial property either acquired 
before Ist August, 1914, or which, except for the war, 
might have been acquired since that date as a result 
of an application made before the war or during its con- 
tinuance. Provision is also made for filing apvlica- 
tions claiming rights of priority under Article 4 of the 
International Convention for the protection of 
Industria] Property. 

The date from which the extensions provided by 
these Articles will operate was the date of the coming 
into force of the Treaty, namely 10th January, 1920. 


PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTM ENT. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 

The second meeting of the Matches Sub-Committee 
of the Prices Committee was held on 8th January, 
when it was decided to obtain further comparative 
statistics covering the vears 1913 to 1919.. On the same 
date the seventh meeting of the Motor Fuel Sub-Com- 
mittee of the Prices Committee was held, and evidence 
was given by a representative of the Texas Oil Com- 
pany as to conditions ruling in the United States, and 
by Dr. W. H. Ormandy, a consulting and analytical 
chemist, on the costs of production of Benzol. 

The third meeting of the Furniture Sub- Committee 
of the Prices Committee was held on Sth January. 
The costings which have been submitted by represen- 
tative manufacturers were inspected by the Sub-Com- 
mittee and referred to the Chief Accountant for serutiny 
and for examination of the books of the firms concerned. 

The eighth and ninth meetings of the Motor Fvel 
Sub-Committee were held on 13th and 14th January, 
when evidence was given by representatives of the 
Ministry of Munitions Disposals ‘Board, the Anglo- 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





Persian Oil Company, Ltd., and the Motor Trade Asso- 
ciation. . | : | = 

The first meeting of the Felt Hats Sub-Committee 
of the Prices Committee was held at the Midland Hotel, 
Vonchester, on 14th January, and the procedure was 
aereed for obtaining the information which the Sub- 
Committee requires. _ 

Preliminary enquiries have also been made by the 
Committee on Trusts as to the scope, organisation, etc., 
of the associations existing among launderers and manu- 
fceturers of chemical glassware. 





THE DISTRIBUTION OF DYESTUFFS 

In connection with the distribution of the supplies of 
dyestuffs which are becoming available from Germany 
under the Reparation Clauses of the Peace Treaty, as 
well for the purpose of advising on matters of general 
interest to colour consumers, the Colour Users’ Associa- 
tion, with the approval of the Board of Trade, have 
appointed a small Advisory Sub-Committee to confer 
with the Trade and Licensing Committee. The 


Advisory Sub-Committee consists of the following 
members, viz. :— 

Mr. C. Rawson (Chairman). Mr. G, E. Holden. 

Mr. J. W. Birtley. Mr. W. W. C. Lishman. 
Mr. E. Bentz. Mr. C. H. Walshaw. 

Mr. J. R. Denison. Mr. Ellis Green (Secretary). 
Mr. J. M. Evans. 


It is suggested that any consuiners desirous of ob- 
taining further information as to the activities of the 
Committee should communicate direct with the Seere- 
tary at Cromwell Buildings, Blackfriars Street, Man- 
chester. 


MERCHANDISE MARKS COMMITTEE. 

The Merchandise Marks Committee met at the Offices 
of the Board of Trade on Thursday and Friday last, 
under the Chairmanship of Mr. Harry Greer, M.P. 
Evidence was taken from Mr. J. L.. Mackie, on behalf 
of the Board of Customs and Excise, from Mr. G. 
Henry Wright, F.C.1.S., Secretary of the Birmingham 
Chamber of Commerce, and from Mr. FE. F. Crows, who 
represented the Department of Overseas Trade, and 
dealt in particular with the position regarding the mark- 
ing of goods in Japan and other countries. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


POSTAGE OF PRINTED MATTER 
OVERSEAS. 

H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp, while gratified at 
the response made by British firms to his recent appeal 
for catalogues and samples, is astonished that about 
3) per cent. of the letters and packages received in 
this connection were understamped—no less than 
38 franes having been expended on taxed letters during 
two days alone. 

It is a matter of some surprise that business men 
do not realise the importance of ensuring the correct 
stamping of their foreign mail, this being a matter that 
should not, he considered, be left to a junior office boy. 

The numerous taxed understamped letters received 
by Consular Officers, emanate for the most part from 
commercial houses, and not from private individuals or 
the professional classes. 














TRADE WITH PRAZIL. 


Mr. Leonard Parish, recently H.M. Acting Consul- 
General in Rio de Janeiro will be at the Department 
of Overseas Trade for a pericd of about six weeks as 
from 15th January. He will be pleased to interview 
by appointment representatives of any British firms 
interested in trade with Brazil. Applications for 
appointments should be addressed to the Comptroller- 
General. Denartment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, Westminster, S.W. 1. 


_—_ 
—_— 
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Special Articles. 





THE BALANCE OF TRADE. 


AN ESTIMATE OF “ INVISIBLE EXPORTS,” 

There always was before the war a considerable gap 
between the total ‘‘ values ’’ of goods imported into this 
country and the total “‘ values ’’ of the goods exported, 
mcluding those produced at home and those of 
colonial and foreign origin which first came to us 
as imports and then were sent away again as re-ex- 
ports. The values of imported goods were, and are, re- 
corded as ‘‘c.i.f.’’ (cost, insurance and freight) and 





the values of exported goods as “ f.o.b.’’ (free on 


board). These ‘*‘ values’ were, and are, therefore 
calculated on different bases, but they accurately repre- 
sented in the one case what we had to pay for impor- 
ted goods actually delivered at our ports, and in the 
other case what became due to us for goods shipped at 
our ports for foreign or colonial destinations. The ex- 
cess of import values in the case of Great Britain over 
exports and re-export values is known as ‘‘ The Balance 
of Trade.’’ It was always apparently ‘‘ against us ’’— 
in other words, we always seemed to buy to a larger 
amount than wesold. On the other hand the balance of 
trade for, say, the United States, was always ‘‘ in 
favour “ of the Americans—they always seemed to sell 
to a larger amount than they bought. 
THe INvisrpLE Exports. 

iXconomists have paid much attention to the super- 
ficially curious circumstance that although before the 
war this country seemed to buy each year from abroad 
more than it sold abroad, yet its wealth increased, the 
foreign exchanges were not often seriously adverse to 
London, and as a general rule more gold flowed into this 
country than flowed out of it. The excess of imports, 
the “‘ adverse balance of trade,’’ was clearly being met 
somehow. The question was how. We had evidently a 
great fund of “‘ invisible exports,’’ which enabled us to 
buy goods from abroad without exporting actual goods 
in exchange. For one thing we had half the merchant 
tonnage of the world and were sea carriers for all na- 
tions. The freights paid and due to us gave us a large 
purchasing power abroad. In respect of our carrying 
trade we exchanged “‘ services’’ for purchasing power 
which could be employed to buy imported goods. Our 
shipping companies and bankers, our insurance and dis- 
count houses, did a world-wide business and exchanged 
‘’ services ’’ for purchasing power abroad. We had great 
sums, thousands of millions invested abroad—in 
colonial and foreign loans, railways, industrial concerns, 
and so on. The annual interest payable to us gave 
us a further purchasing power. Tourists, especially 
Americans, flocked each summer to this country and 
spent much money here—their expenditure became an 
addition to the purchasing power of the United King- 
dom. And so in various ways the balance of trade 
was much more than accounted for. Not only were we 
able to meet the apparent excess in our purchases over 
our sales, but we were able to save money and 
steadily to increase our investments abroad. Our in- 
visible exports, our invisible purchasing power abroad, 
continually increased during the ten years or so imme- 
diately before the war. 


THe War CHANGE. 


What we propose to do now, tentatively and unoffi- 
cially, but with as much accuracy as is possible under 
the extremely difficult circumstances, is to consider the 
changes directly resulting from the war and to examine 
the extent to which our “ invisible exports,’’ our invisi- 
ble purchasing power abroad, has been affected. The 
gap which has to be filled—the ‘‘ adverse balance of 
trade *’—is much larger now than it was before the war. 
In 1913 the balance of trade against us was £134 
million; during 1919 it has been £6€69 million. 
During the coming vear there is reason to feel confident 
that the ‘‘ balance of trade ”’ will be substantially less 
than it was in 1919. Still it will be large by pre-war 








JANUARY 15, 1920. 











72 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 
SPECIAL ARTICLES—continued. | SPECIAL ARTICLES —continucd. 
standards. Fortunately for us, there are some compen- cargoes are additional charges made on the goods car. 


sations on the other side of the account—that of the 
‘invisible exports,’’ the invisible purchasing power 
abroad. Shipping treights are enormously higher than 
they were before the war, and we are still world sea 
carriers on a substantial scale. The increase in the 
remuneration for our shipping and insurance services 
more than balances the loss in other directions. We 
have, temporarily at least, lost on the revenue trom in- 
vestment abroad. Interest is in abeyance on many of the 
loans to our Allies, and we have borrowed large sums 
inthe United States, upon which we have to pay interest 
to holders abroad. ‘These variations and others are 
taken into account in the following examination ot the 
extent to which previous estimates of our invisible ex- 
ports need revision; and an attempt has been made to 
set forth the position for the past year, and to antici- 
pate, in so far as it can be done, the balance of trade and 
the invisible exports for 1920. 
Our INVESTMENTS ABROAD. 

Sir George Paish has estimated that the net amount 
of British capital invested abroad in public loans, public 
companies, and public undertakings, after making deduc- 
tion of investments in the United Kingdom the income 
of which was remitted abroad, was about £3,000,000,000 
in 1907, about £38,500,000,000 in 1910, and about 
€4 000,000,000 in 1914. Although there has been a good 
deal of criticism of the details of his calculations, there 
has been substantial agreement among financial authori- 
ties in regard to the accuracy of the totals. These invest- 
ments are estimated to yield an average return of 5 per 
ceent.,or, for 1914, about £200,000,000. The Chaneellor of 
the Exchequer in his Budget Speech im 1919, estimated 
that since the outbreak of war about £1,000,000,000 
of high-class securities had been sold abroad. On 
the other hand there has been some additional foreign 
investment in British loans. We have also borrowed 
from abroad about £1,400,000,000 involving an annual 
interest payment of about £70,000,000 sterling, which 
may be increased by exchange fluctuations. Against 
this we have lent to the Dominions and our Allies about 
€1,739,000,000, but a large proportion of this is not likely 
to yield an annual return immediately. Balancing all 
these considerations it appears to be a safe estimate to 
put our net imcame from abroad at about. €80,000,000 
for 1919 and at about £100,000,000 for 1926. 


SHIPPING EARNINGS. 

British imports in the Trade Accounts are on a c¢.i.f. 
basis and exports on an f.o.b. basis; to bring the account 
tor goods tu a proper level the net freights earned by 
British shipowners in foreign trade have to be treated 
as “* invisible exports.’’ Sir Robert Giffen estimated 
the amount at £90,000,000 for 1903 and Sir George Paish 
put it at £100,000,000 for 1910. Sir I’. W. Lewis. at 
the annual meeting of Furness, Withy, and Co., Ltd., 
vave the total for 1919 at £350-£400,000,000, and an 
independent examination of the data suggests that the 
higher figure is the more nearly correct. No direct in- 
formation as to earnings is available, but an approxima- 
tion may be made on the assumption that the freights 
earned by liners are in the long run governed by the 
rates for time-chartering of tramps.. It may be esti- 
mated that the tonnage of British vessels over 500 tons 
gross measurement employed in the foreign trade in 
1920 will be about 163 million tons gross (less about: half- 
a-million tons under repair on the average), of which 
tonnage about 73 per cent. will represent cargo liners 
and the remainder passenger steamers. The present 
chartering rates for general cargo work are about 60s. 
per month per ton gross for one year charters and 45s. 
for two-year charters. The owners pay for wages, in- 
surance and stores out of the charter money, and the 
time-charterer for port dues and bunkers. Expenditure 
in foreign ports on stores is a set-off against the pay- 
ments made by the charterer to British owners, and has 
to be deducted from the national revenue from shipping 
earnings. Bunkers and port dues, on the other hand, 
and any profits made by the charterer in shipping parcel 


ried; the value of foreign bunkers for 1919, calculated on 
the basis ot the average export price of steam coal, will 
probably not be less than £30,000,00V0, and even if 
bunkers fall to 40s. per ton they may not improbably 
amount to £35,000,000 in 1920. Considering the 
high cost of running ships, the cessation of repatria. 
tion work, and the increases in passenger rates, the 
earnings of passenger ships should not be less per gross 
ton than those of cargo steamers; and, if deduction hag 
to be made for passage money paid in the United King. 
dom by British passengers, account has to be taken on 
the other side of the fact that passenger steamers spend 
less time in port on the average than cargo ships. On 
the whole, therefore, when all the items have been 
evaluated the conclusion is that £500,000,000 is a safe 
estimate of the net amount of shipping earnings for 
1920. This may appear a large increase on 1919, butit 
must be remembered that this year there will be much 
less cargo carried at low ** blue book ’’ rates, and even 
is it is neutral charters are higher than British charters. 

The mistake must be avoided of assuming that this 
£500,000,000 represents divisible profits; it does not, 
for out of it must be met very heavy charges for running 
expenses, insurance, and depreciation. It is notorious 
that the cost of wages, coal, and replacement has grown 
cnormously since pre-war days. 

COMMERCIAL SERVICES. 

Su kK. Gitfen in 1903 estimated the earnings of mer- 
cantile houses, insurance companies, banks, and com- 
mission houses carrying on business abroad at 
€25,000,000. Some business has undoubtedly been lost 
during the war, but what remains is transacted on a 
much higher level of prices, so that all commissions and 
similar agency earnings should have more than doubled 
Vaking marine insurance offices alone their premium in- 
come rose trom £3,495,000 in 1908 to £26,390,000 in 
1918, but, of course, a large reduction must be expected 
from the latter figure in 1919 and 1920, on account of 
the practical disappearance of highly-rated war risks. The 
income in 1919 and in 1920 may be put at anything be. 
tween £25,000,000 and £50,000,000 a year—say, tenta- 
tively, £€40,000,000, 

SoME OTHER ITEMS. 

There also come into account various other items such 
is sales of old ships to foreigners, expenditure of tourists 
in the United Kingdom, and family remittances from 
abroad. DGefore the war these may have amounted to 
£10,000,000 a year and to-day they may run to 
(15,000,000 or more, but it is safer not to take these 
items into account but to treat them as an insurance 
against over-estimates in other and more important sec- 
tions. 


SUMMARY OF INVISIBLE Exports. 





We can now sum up as follows:— 
1919 = 1926 
£ mill. £ mill. 
Net Income from Investments ......... 80 100 
Net Shipping Income — ..................05. 400 509 
Other Services oo... ccc cece cece ccc ccescscees AQ 40) 
SEE: <deckstpiciasteionncrenidicaniaduakian 520 640 


BaLaNce OF TRADE, 1919. 


The Board of Trade Returns show that the excess of 
imports for 1919 has been £669,000,000. Deducting the 
estimated “ invisible exports ’’ of £520,000,000, there 
is left an adverse balance for the year of £149,000,000. 
The invisible exports therefore cover 77°7 per cent. of 
the excess imports, 

BALANCE OF TRADE, 1920. 


We may reasonably expect a reduction during the cur- 
rent vear in the excess of imports over exports. In the 
early months of 1919 part of the imports consisted of 
balances of deliveries of war material, forming no part 
of the normal imports of the country and not recurring 
in 1920. Caleulating on the basis of the three months 
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October to DecemBer, 1919, the excess would be about 
575,000,000, and on November alone it would be about 
£435,000,000. The year 1919 was also a year of re- 
stocking of raw materials by our manufacturers to a 
greater extent than in pre-war times. The retained 
imports of raw materials amounted in value to 61 per 
cent. of the value of all other retained imports in the 
twelve months ended 31st December, 1919, as against 
barely 50 per cent. in 1913, so that if in 1920 the relative 
osition in 1913 can be restored we might expect to save 
on balance about £100,000,000, while the export of fin- 
ished goods should be increased. Another feature of 
ou trade in 1919 has been the recovery in our exports 
of foreign and colonial merchandise, which for the twelve 
months amounted to £164,000,000 against £110,000,000 
for the complete year 1918; the different price level 
must be remembered. Of the total in 1919 about 
£109,000,000 were exported in the last six months and 
£66,000,000 in the last three months. On the other 
hand account must be taken of bullion and specie of 
which we imported, net, over £7,000,000 a year in 
1909-18 and nearly £12,000,000 in 1915. What may be 
the course of 1920 it is impossible to forecast. 

Provided that there is no further notable infla- 
tion of prices it seems reasonable to anticipate 
that the surplus of imports should not exceed 
£450,000,000 in 1920, and may even be little over 
£350,000,000, against which we should have ‘‘ invisible 
exports ’’ of £640,000,000. After making all reason- 
able allowances for the doubtful factors in the calcula- 
tions we may fairly hope that the United Kingdom will 
go some way towards recovering the net surplus of about 
£90),000,000 a vear which was available before the war 
for investment abroad. One must not, however, forget 
to reckon. with the present price level in comparison 
with that of the pre-war years. 

When the foregoing estimates are applied to the 
problems of the foreign exchanges it should be borne 
in mind that some part of the exports of 1919 con- 
sisted of goods bought and paid for before the beginning 
of that year, but not shipped on account of export fro- 
hibitions, and that a further part consisted of goods sold 
to the importing countries on terms of long credit and 


' not paid for in that vear. 


THE NEW PATENTS AND TRADE 
MARKS ACTS. 


OBJECTS AND PROVISIONS EXPLAINED. 

When the Patents and Designs and Trade Marks 
Bills were introduced by the President of the Board 
of Trade into the House of Commons last Session, we 
gave in the ‘* Journal’’ detailed explanations of their 
pupose and effect. Both were finally passed into 








January we published a brief note on the principal 
changes in the Law which had been made by them. 
Certain new provisions of the Patent and Designs Act, 
1919, will not come into operation until a date to be 
laid down by Order of the Board of Trade, and the 
coming into force of the Trade Marks Act, 1919, is fixed 
for Ist April, 1920. The reason for these postpone- 
ments is the necessity for framing new Rules to regulate 
the new procedure under the Acts. The existing Rules 
are also being revised where necessary, to bring 
them into accordance with office practice. The new 
Rules will be made and promulgated as soon 
possible. In the meantime the following explanations 


as 





of the objects and provisions of the new Acts may be of 
interest, 
Purpose oF tHe New Parents Act. 
_ the experience which the Board of Trade have gained 
administering the Patents, Designs and Trade Marks 
‘mporary Rules) Acts, 1914, under which licences are 
eranted to work enemy-owned patents and designs and 
Pemission given to use enemy-owned trade marks led 
¢ Board to consider in what respects it was desir- 





Acts just before Christmas, and in our issue of Ist 
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able to amend the law relating to patents and designs. 
The object of granting patents for new inventions is to 
benefit the trade or industry of the United Kingdom. 
For this purpose it is not enough to reward the inventor; 
it is also necessary to secure that new inventions be 
brought into commercial use without undue delay. ‘To 
bring a new invention into commercial use requires in 
many cases the co-operation of the capitalist, and the 
readiest way of securing this co-operation is a grant of 
u monopoly. A monopoly, being contrary to common 
right, can only be justified by some considertion affect- 
ing the public. The consideration justifying the grant 
of a monopoly for a new invention is not only the dis 
closure to the public of information which they can use 
when the period of the monopoly expires, but the benefit 
to trade by the new invention being brought into com- 
mercial use during that period. The public therefore 
are entitled to have the monopoly so framed and 
guarded that they are not deprived of this consideration. 
The real difficulty is to prevent the abuse of the patent 
monopoly without so restricting it as to deter the 
capitalist from financing the inventor. 

There are thus various conflicting interests to be con- 
sidered. The inventor has to be rewarded and 
encouraged to exercise his inventive skill. ‘The financier 
has to be induced to assist the inventor in bringing 
his invention into practical use, and lastly, the publie 
have to be protected from the abuse of the monopoly 
and the loss of the consideration which alone justifies 
the grant. The last consideration applies especially in 
the case of foreign patentees, where it is particularly 
necessary that the monopoly given by the Crown in the 
public interest should not be used to the detriment of 
national trade or national interests. 

The chief abuse of the patent monopoly may be sum- 
marised as follows :— 

(1) Preventing the use within the Realm of the 
patented invention from ulterior motives. 

(2) Using the patent monopoly to encourage trade 
abroad and to hinder trade in the Realm. 

(3) Hindering the trade in the Realm by unfairly 
refusing to grant licences. 

As a result of the Board’s consideration of these 
matters, a Bill to amend the Patents and Designs Act, 
1907, was introduced into the House of Commons in 
1917 in order to give the widest publicity to the scope 
of the intentions of the Poard and to afford the best 
possible opportunity for the offering of criticisms on the 
proposals contained in the Bill. These objects having 
been achieved, the Bill was not further proceeded with 
in 1917, and it was not found possible to reintroduce 
the Bill until last year. During the progress of the Bill 
through Parliament several amendments, most of them 
of a minor character, were made. Among them inay 
be noted in particular the amendment in what is now 
Section 7 (3) of the Act whereby a patentee who alleges 
that he has suffered loss or damage by reason of the 
war may make application for extension of the term 
of his patent by means of an originating summons, 
instead of by petition to the Court, a very important 
amendment, which will simplify and cheapen the 
procedure. 

The Bill received the Royal Assent on 23rd December, 
1919, and with the exception of certain provisions came 
into force on that date. The provisions which will not 
come into force until a date fixed by the Board of 
Trade are those contained in Sections 1 (except for 
patents affected by Section 6, subsection 2 of the Act), 
2, 8 and 15 of the Act. 

SUMMARY OF THE ACT. 

The following is a brief summary of the main pro- 
visions of the Act:— 

Section 1 of the Act (which is to be substituted for 
Section 27 of the Act of 1907) provides a simple and in- 
expensive means of obtaining the grant of ‘compulsory 
licences and the working of patented inventions. Any 
abuse of his patent rights by the patentee, either by failure 
to work or to grant licences on reasonable terms wherever 
the public interests demand, or by unfair conditions im- 
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posed on the sale or use of the patented article, will render 
him liable to have his patent revoked or a compulsory 
licence granted on reasonable terms, wherever the latter 
appears to be the fairer or more appropriate remedy. As 
compared with the provisions of Section 24, the procedure 
for obtaining licences has been greatly simplified, while the 
grounds for applications have been enlarged and more 
clearly expressed. Application is to be made in the first 
instance to the Comptroller with an appeal to the Court. 

Section 2, substituted by the Act for Section 24 of the 
Act of 1907, allows the patentee to declare his patent to be 
a ‘‘licence patent, ’ and in that case anyone who wishes may 
claim a licence under it as of right. This is intended as 
an encouragement to the commercial working of inventions 
and as a possible assistance to inventors who have no means 
of exploiting their patents themselves, or of coming into 
contact with those who wish to use the znvention commer- 
cially. In default of agreement the terms of the licence 
are to be settled by the Comptroller. Sections 1 and 2 will 
not come into operation until a date, which must not be 
later than one year after the passing of the Act, to be 
fixed by Order of the Board of Trade. 

Section 4.—It was felt that in order to guard against the 
grant of invalid patents, certain additional grounds of 
opposition might usefully be provided under Section 11 of 
the Act of 1907, by which the granting of patents might be 
opposed. Section 4 provides that opposition may be filed 
(1) on the ground that the invention has been made avail- 
able to the public by publication in any document in the 
United Kingdom prior to the application; and (2) in the 
case of applications under the International Convention for 
the protection of Industrial Property when the invention 
described in the specification filed in this country differs 
from that described in the specification filed in the country 
of origin, and when the additional matter forms the subject 
of an application made by the opponent in the interval 
between the leaving of the application in the foreign State 
and the leaving of the application in this country. 

In Section 5 provision is made for overcoming the diff- 
culty which has arisen in some cases where the applicant 
has agreed in writing to assign the patent when granted to 
another party or joint applicant, and refuses to proceed 
with the application or where disputes arise between Joint 
applicants as to proceeding with an application: such cases 
may under this section proceed at the request of the person 
to whom the invention has been assigned when the original 
inventor declines to carry out bis agreement. 

Section 6.—In most other countries which are signatories 
to the International Convention for the Protection of 
Industrial Property, the term of a patent is longer than 
that in this country. In this country it has remained at 
fourteen years, and the period dates from the date of 
application and not of the grant. By this section the term 
of patents is extended from fourteen years to sixteen years. 
This extension brings us more into conformity with other 
countries and is also a considerable compensation—if any 
is required—for the somewhat wider powers over patents 
given by Section 1, and in conjunction with the provisions of 
Section 7, Sub-Section (3), it will go far to meet 
the case of those who demand that some extension of time 
should be given to patents by reason of the obstacles thrown 
in the way of their use and exploitation during the period 
of the war. In the case of existing patents the extended 
term is subject to certain conditions. 

Section 7.—Sub-Section (3) of this section allows the 
Court, in determining any application for extension of the 
form of a patent, to take into consideration any loss 
occasioned by the war, and further enables applications 
based on the ground of loss or damage caused by the war 
to be made by originating summons instead of by petition, 
thereby considerably reducing the cost of such applications. 

Section 8 remodels Section 29, which regulated the use 
of an invention by a Government Department. This section 
provides that if an invention which is the subject of a 
patent was recorded in a document or tried by or on behalf 
of a Government Department before the date of the patent, 
and was not communicated by the applicant for the patent 
or patentee, the invention may be used for the services of 
the Crown free of any royalty or other payment to the 
patentee. In the event of any dispute arising there is 
an appeal to the Court, and the right to use an invention 
under this section will include the power to sell articles no 
longer required. The new Section 29 will not come into 
force until a date or dates fixed by order of the Board of 
Trade. 

Section 9.—The Courts have for a long time felt that the 
issues in a patent action are far too numerous, and that it 
ought to be possible to try the real issue between the parties 


cheaply and expeditiously. This section is an attempt to. 


simplify the trial of a patent action by confining it to the 
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claim which it is alleged has been infringed, and excluding 
other considerations or the validity of other ciaims. It doe 
not in any way alter the rights ot the parties, but simplifie 
procedure and saves the cost. The results to be obtaing 
under the proposed section can only now be obtained by ty; 


trials with an intermediate application to amend. — Pro 
vision is made to give the Court power to grant relief 


subject to discretion as to costs and terms. 

Section 10.—This section deprives the plaintiff in a 
action tor infringement of the right to an account of profits 
It is an expensive procedure and damages appear to be th 
proper and adequate remedy. 

Section 11.—This section contains new provisions relating 
to chemical products and substances intended for food @ 
medicine; and confines the patentee in his specification t 
claims for what he has actually invented, namely, the sub. 
stance as produced by the process he has discovered ; and no 
the substance generally by whatever process it may be made 
This amendment will bring the law of England into greate§ 
agreement with the law of the majority of foreign countriaf 
and prevent our giving a wider protection to foreig, 
chemists than our own chemists receive. It further pro 
vides for the grant of licences in respect of inventions fo 
the production of food or medicine in order to give th 
public the benefit of such inventions, and prevent monopoly 

Section 12.—Section 39 of the Act of 1907 gives th 
Comptroller power to award costs in certain cases. Sing 
the passing of that Act experience has shown that it i 
desirable that this power should be cveneral in all proceed. 
ings under the Act before the Comptroller. Section 39 j 
therefore repealed and the new section inserted in th 
‘general’? part of the Act. so as to make it applicable tf 
all proceedings relating to patents and designs. 

Section 13.—Under the present wording of Section 41 (2 
of the Act of 1907, it might be possible for.a person to us 
an invention secretly for a considerable period, and whe 
his secret was discovered or disclosed by an employee he 
could obtain a valid patent if he at once applied for the 
grant. It was felt that this was providing him with af 
unfair monopoly, and as amended the protection afforded 
hy Section 41 (2) will not extend to cases where the inven-[ 
tion has been worked commercially otherwise than for the 
purpose of reasonable trial of the invention prior to the 
application for the patent. This will only apply to patent 
granted after the passing of the Act. 

Section 14.—The only check at present on the registre- 
tion of des’gns is in the case where the complete and almost 
identical design is found upon the register. The con 
sequence is that a large number of worthless and unoriginal 
designs are registered which may be used to hamper trade. 
The present section has been framed therefore to give the 
Comptroller power to cancel any design which has_ been 
published in the United Kingdom prior to the date of 
registration. It further provides for the cancellation of 
the registration of a design where it is applied by manv 
facture to any article in a foreign country, and is not % 
apphed by manufacture in the United Kingdom to such an 
extent as may be reasonably anticipated in the circum 
stances of the case and within a reasonable time. In this 
latter case the Comptroller may order a compulsory licence 
in lieu of cancellation. 

Section 15.—This Section applies the provisions of Section 
29 of the Principal Act, as amended by Section & of the 
Act of 1919, to registered designs. Tt will not come into 
force until a date or dates to be fixed by Order of the 
Board of Trade. 

Section 16.—It has been held that Section 71 of the Act 
of 1907 does not make it compulsory for an assignee of 4 
patent or design to register his title in the registers at the 
Patent Office. Considerable difficulties have arisen from 
time to time both in the Office and outside in view of the 
fact that the name of the proprietor of any _ particular 
patent or design cannot be ascertained by looking at the 
Register. This section makes it compulsory to register aby 
such assignment at the Patent Office and thus secures 4 
complete history of any legal transactions connected with 
the Patent. 

Section 17.—This section amends Section 75 of the Adc 
of 1907 by definitely stating that an appeal shall lie from 
the Comptroller’s decision under that section to the Law | 
Othicer. 

This amendment merely makes statutory what has beet 
the practice for many years past. Hitherto it has bee 
necessary to frame the decisions given under this sectid | 
in such a form as to allow an appeal to the law officer, and 
the present amendment does not alter the practice in any © 
way. 

Section 18.—In consequence of the decisions given in the 
Court from time to time, it has been found very difficult © 
to obtain a conviction under Section 84 of the Act of 1%, 
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where persons have held themselves out to be Patent Agents 
while not describing themselves as such by using the 
identical words ‘‘Patent Agent.’’ This section is not in- 
tended to injure those who are carrying on a bona-fide 
business, but whose nanies are not at present upon the 
Register of Patent Agents. It is merely an attempt to 
control those persons who are really practising as patent 
agents and to exclude from practice all undesirable persons. 
It will have the effect of consolidating the profession of 
Patent Agents, and placing them all under a body which 
can exercise disciplinary powers similar to those exercised 
over solicitors by the Law Society. The section provides 
that no person shall practise or describe himself as a patent 
agent who is not registered as a patent agent in the register 
of the Chartered Institute of Patent Agents. Any person 
not at present registered, but who proves to the satisfac- 
tion of the Board of Trade that prior to the Ist ‘day of 
August, 1917, he has been bona-fide practising as a patent 
agent, shall be entitled to be registered as such if he makes 
the proper application for that purpose. A further pro- 
vision 1s that no person not registered before 15th July. 
1919, may be registered as a patent agent unless he is a 
British subject. 

Section 19.—The definition of “patentee”? is amended ‘so 
as to harmonise with the amendment in Section 16. thus 
making the person whose name appears on the Register as 
the proprietor of a patent the only person entitled to deal 
with it. The detinition of ‘design’? is amended in order to 
bring it more into accordance with the principles of exist- 
ing legal decisions. ‘‘Working on a commercial scale’? is 
also defined. 


SCHEDULE. 

The Schedule of the Bill contains several minor amend- 
ments of the Act of 1907, which the experience of working 
that Act has shown to be desirable. Many of the amend- 
ments are by wav of deletion of matter which is now obsolete 
or merely make statutory what is at present office practice. 

The amendment of Section 5 of the Act of 1907 extends 
the time for leaving a complete specification after a pro- 
visional from six to nine months. Consequential amend- 
ments are made in Sections 6 and 12, extending the times 
for acceptance of a specification and sealing of a patent 
by three months. 

‘The amendment of Section 15 of the Act of 1907 gives the 
Comptroller power to grant a patent in lieu of a patent 
which has been revoked on the ground of fraud. Hitherto it 
is only the Court which has had this power: although the 
Comptroller could revoke the patent on the ground that the 
invention had been obtained from the applicant he could 
not grant the applicant a fresh patent in lieu of the patent 
revoked. 

A mend nie nt to Section 19 of the Act of 1907. Ai 
all patents of addition stand or fall with the original patent, 
and in the event of the original patent being revoked anv 
patent of addition thereon is also revoked. By this amend- 
ment provision is made that where the original patent is 
revoked any patent of addition thereon may. if so ordered, 
hecome an independent patent. 

Amendment te Section 36 of the Act of 1907. -Experience 
has shown that the terms of the present section are not 
wide enough to cover improper threatening under a patent. 
As the section is at present framed it applies onlv to threats 
by the patentee himself, Cases have arisen where a licensee 
has threatened others but taken no action, and the Courts 
have held that there is no remedy in such a case. = The 
amendment is made with a view of counteracting this abuse. 

Amendment to Section 68 of the Act of 1907.—Under 
Section 68 the reports of Examiners made under the Act 
are secret. This amendment will permit of the result of the 
search for novelty made under Sections 7 and & of the Act 
heing disclosed, after acceptance of the specification. to anv 
person making application in the prescribed form. 


THE NEW TRADE MARKS ACT 

The Bill containing the proposals of the Board of 
Trade for the amendment of the Trade Marks Law 
was first introduced in 1917, at the same time as the 
Patents and Designs Bill. The objects of the Bill are 
more fully explained below, where the provisions of 
the Act are dealt with in detail. FPriefly they may be 
said to be to facilitate the registration of British marks 
in foreign countries and to make certain improvements 
in the existing law which the administration of the 
Trade Marks Act, 1905, had shown to be desirable. 
As in the case of the Patents and Designs Bill, the :nten- 
tion of the introduction of the Bill in 1917 was to focus 
public attention upon the suggestions made in the Bill, 
and to ensure that all persons interested in Trade Marks 
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iatters should have the best possible opportunity of 
expressing their views and criticisms. No further pro- 
gress was made with the Bill in 1917, and it was not 
found possible to reintroduce the Bill until last year. 
A number of minor amendments were made in the dis- 
cussions on the Bill during its passage through the two 
Houses of Parliament, but the Act as passed does not 
differ substantially from the Bill on its reintroduction 
in the House of Commons. The Royal Assent to the 
Bill was given on 23rd December, 1919, and it will 
come into force on Ist April, 1920. 
AMENDMENTS IN THE LAW. 

The Amendments of the Trade Marks Law contained in 
this Act may be briefly summarised under three heads: — 

1. Amendments having tor their object the provision of 
tacilities for the registration in the United Kingdom of 
Marks which, although not registrable under existing legis- 
lation, are, nevertheless, common law Marks and could be 
protected in the form of action known as a ‘‘passing-off 
action.’ (Sections 1—5.) 

2. Amendments having for their object the prevention 
of the abuse of word Trade Marks; such abuse consisting in 
the use by the Trade Mark owner of his word Mark not for 
its proper purpose of distinguishing the goods of the Trade 
Mark owner from the goods of other persons, but for the 
purpose of giving a name to an article; and thus under the 
protection of the Trade Mark Law obtaining in fact a per- 
petual monopoly of the mannfacture of the article. 
(Section 6.) ° 

3. Minor amendments to the Trade 
(Sections 7-12) I. 

The existing Trade Marks Act of 1905 defines in Section 
the necessary characteristics of a registrable Trade Mark, 
and the limitations placed by this Section on registration 
necessarily exclude a large number of Marks which are and 
will continue to be actually used in trade and commerce. 
Such Trade Marks so far as they in fact indicate a definite 
proprietorship would be protected by the Common Law; and 
it will be a considerable advantage to the trading com- 
munity to have these Marks collected and properly classified. 
Under the new scheme, though they will not have the special 
remedies accorded to Trade Marks under Section 9 of the 
Principal Act, they will be considered as registered Marks, 
and the registration will be regarded as prima facie 
evidence of ownership. Apart from this advantage the pro- 
posal will, it is hoped, facilitate registration of British 
Marks in foreign countries. 

Most foreign countries require as a condition of registra- 
tion in their country that anv person who 1s not a subject 
of their State shall, as 2 condition precedent to registration, 
prove that thev have obtained registration in their country 
of origin, 

Many very valuable Marks, which are in fact distinctive 
of a particular trader’s goods, cannot at present be 
registered as Trade Marks in the United Kingdom, as 
already pointed ont, and cannot therefore be registered as 
Trade Marks by British subjects in foreign countries. 

In the case of many such Marks, traders abroad have 
actually registered the Marks in foreign countries as their 
own Trade Marks. and have used them to pass off their own 
coods as the goods of the British trader. They have even 
endeavoured hy means of such registration to restrain the 
importation of British goods bearing the Marks of the true 
British proprietor who was responsible in the past for their 
creation and value. 

Sections 1 to 5 of the Act contain a complete scheme for 
the registration of such common law Trade Marks. 

Nection 1 provides that for this purpose a new part of 
the Trade Mark Register, to be known as part B, shall be 
opened wherein such Marks shall be registered, 

Section 2 provides for the registration of all such Marks 
which have heen bona-fide used in the United Kingdom for 
a period of not less than two years. Power is reserved to 
the Registrar after such search as he may deem necessary, 
to refuse the application for registration on certain speci- 
fied grounds io accept it subject to such conditions, 
amendments, or limitations, as he may think right to 
impose. An appeal lies from the Registrar’s decision to the 
Court. 

Section 3 applies certain provisions of the principal Act 
to the Marks registrable under this Act. These provisions 
are necessary to provide machinery for opposition and other 
proceedings hefore the Patent Office. 

Section 4 provides that the entry of a Mark in part B 
of the Register shall be merely prima facie evidence that 
the owner has the exclusive right to the use. of the Mark. 
and the only powers that the owner of such a Mark will 
have in the United Kingdom will be such powers as he 
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would have had in a passing-off action, except that the 
onus of proving that the Mark has not been infringed has 
been placed upon the defendant. 

Section 5 allows the Registrar when he is considering an 
application to register a Mark under the Principal Act in 
part A of the Register, and is of opinion that such applica- 
tion should be refused, instead of absolutely refusing to 
register the Mark under Part A of the Register, to treat 
it as an application under Part B, and proceed accordingly. 

The provisions of the above-mentioned sections will, in 
the opinion of the Board of Trade, enable British Trade 
Mark owners to obtain protection for their Marks in foreign 
countries, and will, at the same time. be a more or less 
complete record of Marks in use in the United Kingdom. 
As regards common law Marks so registered in Part B, sub- 
stantially no greater rights in the United Kingdom will be 
acquired hy registration than are at present capable of 
heing enforced in a passing-off action. 

I]. 

Section 6 has for its object the remedying of the abuse of 
the Trade Mark Law referred to under the second head 
above. 

The proper function of a Trade Mark is to indicate that 
the goods upon which it is used are the goods of a certain 
trader hy virtue of manufacture, selection, sale, ete. The 
name by which an article is commonly known, without any 
reference to its origin, is not a proper registrable Trade 
Mark, and the Courts have on many occasions removed such 
Marks from the Register. The evils resulting from the 
possession of any monopoly in the nage of article have been 
most conspicuous in the case of drugs. and in particular 
drugs which were originally protected by a patent. Tt is a 
well-known principle of law that the name of a patented 
article cannot be protected as a Trade Mark. Otherwise 
the rights of the public to manufacture the article after 
fourteen (now sixteen) years might be practically destroyed 
if they were unable to use the name by which alone the 
patented article has been known and sold. 

The section deals only with the more conspicuous examples 
of the abuse described, viz., the use of the name of a 
patented article as a Trade Mark after the expiration of 
the patent, and the use as a Trade Mark of the name or 
only practical description of a single chemical elementary 
compound, and provides for the removal of such Marks from 
the Register by application to the Court of any person 
aggrieved. In the case of Marks registered before the 
passing of the Act, no application for the removal of the 
mark will be entertained for four vears from the passing 
of the Act. TIl. 


Lad 


Section 7 transfers from the Board of Trade and_ the 
Court to the Registrar the power to determine the distine- 
tiveness of Marks other than those referred to in paragraphs 
| to 4 of Section 9 of the Trade Marks Act, 1905. Hitherto 
the Registrar has only been permitted to consider the dis- 
tinctiveness of Marks coming within the categories men- 
tioned in paragraphs 1 to 4 of the Section. The change 
will simplify and cheapen the procedure. 

Section 8 transfers the right of appeal in matters which 
involve legal interpretation of the Acts from the Board of 
Trade to the Court. It further gives the Court power to 
exercise the same discretion in dealing with cases as is 
now exercised by the Registrar, Dissatisfaction has been 
caused in recent years by the fact that on appeal from the 
Register the Court has in certain cases avoided a direct 
decision on the merits of the case, and has rejected appeals 
on the ground that the Registrar has exercised a discretion 
which should not be interfered with. The Court will now 
have the fullest power of revision and appeal. 

Section 9 gives to the Registrar an original jurisdiction 
to rectify the Register. This will enable any Marks which 
have ceased to be used to he removed from the Register. 
Many such Marks remain on the Register at present owing 
to the unwillingness of traders to incur the expense of 
applving to the Court to remove them. Power is also given 
to the Registrar to direct a Trade Mark entered in Part A 
of the Register to be removed to Part B. 

Section 10 remedies a defect of the 1905 Act, which does 
not give the Registrar the power which he should have to 
deal with the costs of all proceedings hefore him. 

Section 11 makes it compulsory to register all assign- 
ments of Trade Marks. A similar clause appears in the 
Patents and Designs Act. It is just as essential that the 
public should be informed of the true owner of a Trade 
Mark as it is that they should know the real proprietor of 
a patent or design. 

The Seesond Schedule to the Act deals with minor amend- 
ments which the administration of the Act of 1905 has 
shown to be desirable. 
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Notes on Trade 


[While every carve is cxercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’”’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. | 








INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE PRICES. 

The Board of Trade index number of wholesale prices 
works out for 1919* at 296°3 (the base year being 1900), 
and is the highest recorded in the statistics of the Board, 
showing an increase of nearly 11 per cent. in com- 
parison with the previous year. The index numbers for 
each vear from 1871, based on, the price movements of 
forty-seven principle articles, are shown below, the 
particulars for the various articles being weighted in 
accordance with their estimated consumption in 1881-90. 
It will be noticed that there was an upward movement 
before the war. 


1900— 100. . 

Year. Index No. Year. Index No, Year. Index No. 

_ 1871 135-6 1888 1O1-s 1905 97-6 
1872 145-2 1889 103 +4 1906 108-8 
1873 151-9 1890 103 °3 1907 106-0 
1874 146-9 189] 106-9 1908 103-0 
1875 140-4 1892 101°] 1909 104-1 
1876 137°] 1893 99-4 1910 1OS-8 
1877 140.4 1894 93 °5 191] 109-4 
1878 131-1 1895 O0 +7 1912 114-9 
1879 125-0 1896 88 °2 19138 116-5 
LS80 129-0 1897 90°] jJan.-JSuly T1304 
1881 126 °6 LS9S8 93°2 19145 Aug.-Der.  127°6 
1882 127 °7 1899 99-23 Year 1914 117-2 
1885 125°9 1900 100-0 1915 143-9 
1S84 114°] 190] 96-7 1916 I86°5 
1885 107-0 1902 OH +4 1917 243-0 
1886 101-0 1903 96°9 1918 267 -4 

- 1887 98-8 1904 98 +2 1919 296-3 


The year 1900 has been adopted as the base year of the 
serles, and the changes since that year in the index 
numbers of the forty-seven articles, classified into fou 
sroups, are shown in the following Table :-— 

1900= 100. 


ood, 
Textiles Drink 
Coal and (Raw and Miscel- All 
Year. Metals. Materials}. Tobacco. laneous. Articles. 
1900 100-0 100°0 100°0 100°0 100°0 
190] 82 -2 93 °3 100°] 96°3 6 -7 
1902 TH: G2? +3 10] -- 92 °5 Ot} 4 
1903 74-1] 1OL-7 100-6 91-7 06-9 
1OO4 70°9 112-9 lO1L +2? SS°5 O89 
1905 41°3 106 °7 101-2 91°] G7 °6 
1906 18°3 121+] lOL-O 95°46 O08 
1907 S6°9 127 °4 105°5 99-7 hOGA 
1908 TS°5 LOG°sS lO7-°0 94° 105-0 
1909 73°6 121-4 108°7 96-5 1O4-] 
G10 76°6 136-2 109 °2 104°8 1OXN°S 
1O)] 74°7 128-9 114°6 O55 19-4 
IQ] 84°9 119°6 119-9 110°] 1]4°9 
1913 22 °S 135°0 aa°d 109-4 116-5 
Jan.-July 86° 2 135.1 114°S LUG * 2 Lag 
1914) Auq.-Dec. — 88°8 116°S 130+ L190] 1226 
\Vear 1914 86-7 128-® 190.972 
1915 116-7 119-8 54-4 143-8 113-99] 
1916 165°8 180°] ISO +4 204-0 Ik6°5— 
1917 82-0 270-4 246-2 95°38 243-0 
1918S 204°9 354 °4 259°3 POS +6 POT 4 
119 280 °2 d1a°S 279°4 B316°6 996 °3 


In the coal and metals group the index number was 
over 36 per cent. higher than in 1918, when an increase 
of 12 per cent. over the figures for 1917 was recorded. 
Pig iron and coal show considerable increases, while 
decreases are shown in respect of other metals. 

The figures for Textiles (raw materials) indicate an 
average increase of 5 per cent. when compared with the 
index number for 1918. In each of the years 1916, 1917 
and 1918 large increases were recorded in this croup 
of articles, the particulars for 1918 showing an average 
rise of 31 per cent. over those for the previous year. 

In the group of articles relating to Food, Drink and 
Tobacco, the index number for 1919 is nearly 8 per cent. 
over the number for 1918. British barley increased In 
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*The figures for 1919 are provisional and subject to correction. 
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price by over 28 per eent. and increases are also shown 
in the prices of British oats and imported wheat, while 
maize and rice decreased in price. The price of pot rehome 
increased by nearly 27 per cent. The average for meat 

fish and dairy produce shows an Increase of less than 
5 per cent, in 1919 over 1918, when an increase oi Over 
li per cent., « compared with the comronpameing figures 
for 1917, was recorded. Higher prices are shown also 

for sugar, tea, cottee, cocoa, tobacco and sds tobacco 
showing a 2O per cent, increase and wine rat rise of 2S 
per cent. ; u 

In the group ot misceliancous articles paraftin wax, 
olive oil and rubber show decreases of 18 per cent., 13 
per cent. and 9 per cent. respectively. Linseed increased 
by 20 per cent., palm oil by 50 per cent. in comparison 
24 per cent, and bricks by 31 per cent. in comparison 
with the figures for 1918. The index number for the 
whole of the group represents an increase in twelve 
months of nearly 18 per cent. 

\ comparison of the index numbers for 1919 with 
those for 1913 shows a rise of 202 per cent. in the Coal 
and Metals group, of 176 per cent. in Textile raw 
materials, of 137 per cent. in the Food, Drink and 
Tobacco group, and of 189 per cent. in the group of 
miscellaneous articles, the general index number show- 
inv a rise of 154 per cent. 





DESTRUCTION OF IMPORTANT DUTCH 
BRICKYARDS. 

Owing to inundations of the outlying fields of the 
Rivers Maas and Rhine, a serious catastrophe has oe- 
curred in the Dutch brick-making industry which, ac- 
cording to statements in the Press will be felt for years 
in the building trade. H.M. Commercial Secretary at 
The Hague states that sixteen brickyards, containing 
100 million unbaked and 25 to 50 million baked bricks 
have been entirely destroyed, and it is feared that the 
usual high water in March will complete the destruction 
of many others which have already been damaged con- 
side rably, 

The reason why there were so many unbaked bricks in 
the ovens at the present time is s said to be owing to the 
fact that lack of transport and fuel has prevent2d the 
firing of many unbaked stacks. 








AGRICULTURE EDUCATION IN BELGIUM. 

A recent Belgian law provides for the establishment 
of two educational institutes for the higher study of 
icriculture and horticulture, forestry, ete., and also 
rural engineering, agricultural industries and colonial 
agricultural and allied subjects. At one of these insti- 
tutes the courses will be conducted in French anc at the 
other in Flemish. 

In addition improved and enlarged educational 
facilities at agricultural schools, ranging down to the 
elementary grade, are to be provided, and courses ct 
lectures and conferences to circulate information on 
acriculture and special subjects connected with it will 
be held. The Government is to undertake the genera! 
supervision and subsidising of the scheme. 





NEW ITALO-BELGIUM CONSORTIUM. 

A Consortium has been formed in Milan chiefly in 
the interests of inventions and small industries, and 
the working of patents registered in Italy and Belgium. 

The Consortium has established an ageney in Liege, 
managed by the Italian Vice-Consul, and arrangeients 
are being made for the establishment of numerous other 
agencies in Belgium, Italy and the Italian colonies. It 
has already commenced propaganda in Belgium on 
behalf of the Sample Fair to be held shortly in Milaa 

TRADE ACCEPTANCES IN GUATEMALA. 

H.M. Minister at Guatemala City advises United 
Kingdom manufacturers and export merchants that in 
cases where credit is given to firms in Central America 
of small means (say, capital of £3,000 to £4,000 and 
less) acceptances drawn upon such clients by the United 
Kingdom firms should, where possible, not exceed say 
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£80 to £100 each. For instance, acceptances accom- 
panying invoices to the value of £400 should be divided 
into four or five separate amounts. 

It often happens that a local merchant of smal! 
capital can take up two or three of these at date of 
maturity or before, and can obtain credit locally, o 
will require time for the payment of the remainder. or 
he may be able to take up part of the acceptances 
before maturity in order to enable him to send further 
orders. 

Accounts are more likely to remain unpaid by accept- 
ances being too large to meet at one payment than 
would be the case if those acceptances were divided 
into small amounts, 


ae 





PACKING OF MACHINERY POR SOUTH 
AMERICA. 

A mechanical engineer with many years of experisnce 
on the West Coast of South America has given H M. 
Commercial Secretary at Lima the following note on 
the packing of machnery, partic ‘ularly — electrical 
machinery, for South America :— 

All engineering plant should be packed in strong, braced, 
open cri adles of de al, and these cradles should again be 
packed in a heavy deal packing case, fitted with battens 
and, if possible, with diagonal braces. Machines must, 
under no circumstances, be bolted down to one side of the 
case. There is no objection, however, if the opposite side 
of the machine is bolted to the case, too. It is much better, 
however, to pack the goods in a cradle and to make the 
cradle fit the case exactly, so that, even if the case is 
dropper, the stress is distributed equally all over the case, 
and not on any one side or end. 

All such small fittings and projections as handles, levers. 
valves, pressure gauges etc. should be detached and packed 
tightly with wood wool into a small strong wooden box, 
firmly screwed on to the inside of the main case or cradle. 
Any moving parts (as armatures of electric motors) must be 
wedged tight relatively to the fixed portion, to prevent oil 
rings being sheared off, bearing shields broken, and other 
damage occurring. 

Any case containing machinery should be capable of being 
dropped fifteen times from a height of one metre on to a 
concrete floor without injury to case or contents. This 
represents the average history of a case of machinery leaving 
the United Kingdom or America, and arriving on site at 
final destination. So few breakages have occurred with this 
SV stem ot packing over a very large number of consignments 
that insurance against it is not really necessary. The cost. of 
the _—— is 380 per.cent. above that of ordinary heavy 
cases 

As sketch illustrative of the above instruction may be 
seen on application to wy Latin America Section of the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





OVERSEAS ADVERTISING CONFERENCE AT 
JOHANNESBURG. 

The Oversea Advertising Conference recently held 
at Johannesburg appears to have proved very 
successful. 

It brought together a representative gatharing frem 
all parts of the Union, and the delegates of the Pub- 
licity Association expressed an earnest desire to assist 
the Railway Administration in formulating a compre- 
hensive scheme for advertising the Union, whilst repre- 
sentatives from the Agricultural, Lands and Industries 
Departments promised every assistance to the 
imovement. 

The matter of funds was naturally the most im- 
portant point raised for discussion, and strong feeling 
was expressed that the Government shou! provide at 
least £100,000. The deputation to the Prime Minister 
had obtained a promise of £35,000 on next year's 
estimates. 





NAVIGATION RULES OF THE PANAMA CANAL. 

A copy of the Rules and Regulations for the operation 
and navigation of the Panama Canal, together with 
sailing directions and general information, may be con- 
sulted on application to the Shipping and Transport 
Section of the Department of Overseas Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C€. 
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Fxhibitions and Fairs. 
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The proposed tine rarv ana QPPPONTMAcC Tidrie table 
. . J - er < : ()s) a a 
deaving the United Kimedom, Ist May, 1920) is as 
1] o 
folloavs 
Citv Arrive Depart 
; ihe 5 
Dur ban — : Vay Zi st. i920. July 12th. 192 ls 
’ y y on} 7 4 | 090 
Johannesburg .... . July 14th. 1920. Sept. llth, 1820. 
Cape Town ..... - Sept. 14th, 1920. Nov. 12th. 1920. 
Perth cecceeeccccesseee Wee. 3rd 1920. Jan. 21st. 1921. 
Or 0} At nt, 00 Q¢ 
Ade lat An Ns ate a Jan. 25th, 192] March 22nd, 1921. 
Me! Ibourr le ok aad ebican toned \} i ty 23rd. 1S 21. Mlav 18th. 1921. 
Hobart ane .. Mav 20th. 1921. Julv Ist, 1921. 
Brisbarm Sink ate _— July Tth. iG? 1. sept. Ist. 1921. 
Svdne\ ee Sept. 2nd. 1921. Oct. 2th. 1921. 
Christchurch .... ....... Nov. 2nd. 1921. Dec. 28th, 1921 
Auckland ae Dee. 3lst. 1921. Feb. 25th. 192? 
Vancouve) March 18th. 1922 Mav 16ti. 1922. 
Winnipeg Mav 16th. 1922. July 11th, 1922. 
Toront: Sak ae a July 14th. 1922. Sept. Sth. 1922. 
MA rea! . Sept. 8th, 1922. Nov. 4th. 1929 
Haiit ceccccocccsecee mov. Oth, 1922. Dee. 25th. 1922. 


Arriving in Liverpool in January, 1923 

The aim of the Department will to make the 1 
self-supporting, the exhibitor having to pay simply for 
the cost ot freight. rents ancl show cases. Estimating 
on a basis of 500 exhibitors the tour can be run under 
present conditions at a marimaum cost of £200 per hv 
or unit. \ half-unit would cost £120. Should the 
surplus allow, the tour might be extended to the West 
Indies. or the balance refunded to the exhibiting firms. 
In conjunction with the actual samples it is designed 
to tour cinematograph films showing an extensive field 
of British productions, especially in the heavier 
which lire TOO expensive to tour by sample. 

Further particulars will be available 
pamphlet form, and also at the Intelligence 
at the British Industries Fairs. 


coods, 


shortly in 
Bureaux 





CANADIAN INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION. 

An Exhibition exclusively devoted to Canadian Indus- 
trial enterprises, to be held in June next in Lendon, 
will have the support of the Canadian Trade Com- 
mission, the Canadian Manutacturers Association, and 
the Canadian Mission in London. 

The organisation is in the hands of Mr. H. Greville 
Montgomery, promoter of the Building Trades and other 
successful Exhibitions, who, in company with Mr. Lloyd 
Harris, of the Canadian Mission in London, recently 
paid a visit to Canada to personally enlist the support 
of firms particularly interested in promoting Canadian 
interests in the world’s markets. 

Already most of the ground floor space at the Royal 
Acricultural Halli has been definitely allotted to leading 


firms, the exhibits comprising Grain Elevators, 
Separators, Pianos, Woodworking Machinery, Tractors, 


Confectionery, Polishes, Readymade Houses, furs, 
Hardware, Steel Products, ete., ete. 

All information ean be obtained from the offices of 
the Exhibition, 43, Essex Street, Strand, W.C. 2. 





PROPOSED PERMANENT SAMPLE 
EXHIBITION AT MILAN, 

A company has been formed at Milan to open a 
permanent sample exhibition of foreign products and 
articles, to organise temporary exhibitions, undertake 
sales and agencies for foreign houses, advertise for them, 
ete., and to help and increase tffe sales of foreign pro- 








EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS —continued. 





ducts for the Italian consumer’s advantag 
national industries. The initial 
is 900,009 lire. 

The initial capital of the concern is 500,000 hire. 


capital of the concern 





SWISS verano 
A Fair, under the title of ‘‘ Foire Suisse d’Horlogeri: 
Lijouterie, et Industries Annexes, ’ will be held in the 
Palais Electoral, Geneva, from 11th-25th July, and will 
be confined to articles of Swiss manutacture The 
branches represented will comprise clocks and watches 
af all descriptions, jewellery, plate me enamelled goods, 
and all kindred industries. Exhibitors must be Swiss 
firms, or firms who have been established in Switzer- 

land, as manufacturers, for over six years. 

Communications should be addressed to La Direction 
Foire, Palais Electoral, 4. Rue de Ja Plaine, 
(reneve, 


FAIR AT GENEVA. 


de ln 





SWEDISH BUILDING TRADE FAIR. 

According to the Swedish Press the Department of 
Commerce propose to hold me etings ot represe ntatives 
cf Swedish cratts in Stockholm and Sundsvaal. The 
we of the meeting at Stockholm is fixed for the end 

May. Lectures and demonstrations will be given as 
regards machin ry and methods of work with a view 
to raising the quality of the products of Swedish crafts. 
The date of the meeting at Stockholm is fixed for the 
end of May. Lectures and demonstrations will be 
given as regards machinery and methods of work with 
a VieW to raising the qu: ity of the products of Swedish 
crafts. 

It is also proposed to hold simult: —s a Build- 
ing Fair at Stockholm, the object being to ascertain 
what standard articles exist in the building industry 
and what can be done to modernise and develop this 
branch of industry. 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 


U NITED D KING DOM, 

ScoTTisH Motor Suow— 

January 23rd-3lst, at Glasgow. 
IpeEAL Homes ExuHipirioxn— 7 

Fe! ruary 4th-25th, at Olympia. 

Idea! Ho mes Exhibition. 150. 
Dritisuo INpusrries Farr— 

February 23rd to March 5th, Crystal Palace, and Bir- 

mingham and Glasgow. Secretary British Industries 

Fair, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 

Street, SW 


Organising Secretary, 
Fleet Street, E.C.4. 


Motor Boar ExHiprrion— 
March 4-25. at Olympia. Motor 
Traders. Ltd.. 83. Pall Mall, S.W.i 
LONDON Farr ann MARKET 
March 16th-26th. at Roval Agricultural Hall.  Inter- 
national Trade Exhibitions, Ltd.. Broad Street House. 
E.C.2. 
AERO EXHIBITION— 
July 1-24. at Olympia. 
DRAPERY EXHIBITION 
Api i 12th-23rd, at Roval Agricultural Hall, International 
Tirade Exhibitions, Ltd.. 31, Queen Victoria Street, E.C.2. 
PHOTOGRAPHIC FAtR— 
April 16th-24th, at 
Organising Secretary, 
wW.C.1. 
CANADIAN Proptcrs EXHIBITION 
June 3rd-17th, at Agricultural Hall, 
to 43. Essex Street, Strand. W.C'.2 
BeripiInc Trapes EXaiIBirion 
April 1-50. at Olympia. 
TIMBER EXHiBITION— 
July 5th-17th, at Holland Park Skating Rink. 
by B.O.T, 
CLOTHING, Etc... Exuiprrion— 
July 5th-16th, at Royal 
Trade Exhibitions, Ltd.. 
Street, E.C.2. 
HeattH Exuinirioxn— 
July 19th-August 5th, at Bingley Hall. 
Organised by Roval Sanitary Institute, 90, 
Palace Road. , SW a. Entries by June 26th. 
BAKERS’. CONFECTIONERS’, AND Atrirtp TRADERS’ EXHIBITION— 
September 4th-10th. at Roval Agricultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd.. 31, Queen Victoria Street, 


E.C.4 


Manufacturers and 


Address to 83, Pall Mall. S.W.1. 
Horticultural Hall, Westminster. 
Sicihan House, Southampton Row, 


Islington. Address 


EMPIRE 
Organised 


Agricultural Hall. International 
Broad Street House. Old Broad 


Birmingham. 
Buckingham 


e and stimulate 
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FORTHCOMING FAIRS—continuea. 





INTERNATIONAL ENGINEERING AND MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 
September 4th-25th. at Olympia. The Machine Too! 
Trade Association, Incorporated. Applications by July 
Slst to Secretary, Queen Anne’s Chambers, Tothil] Street. 
Westminster, S.W.1. 

(;ROCERS . PROVISION DEALERS & ALLIED TRADERS’ EXHIBITION 
September 18th-24th, at Roval Agricultural Hall. Trades. 
Markets and Exhil:itions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.C.4. 

Motor EXHIBITION— 

October 7-27. at Olympia, Motor Manufacturers and 


Traders. Ltd. 


OVERSEAS. 
(apacAx /-XHIBITION 
Venezuelan and British. Commenced December 19th. 
1919. open till February 8th, this year. 
Mintnc EXHIBITION 
Johannesburg. South Africa, Fourth annual Exhibition, 
January 2I1st-dlst. See “Board of Trade Journal 
December 11th.) 
UrrEecHT INpUsTRIES Farr 
Fourth annual, February 23rd to March 6th, Generai 
Secretariat, Jaabans. Adnunistratiegebaw, Vredenburg. 
Utrecht. 
Danzic INDUSTRIAL Fatr— 
February 18-25. See “Board of Trade Journal.” 
January Ist.) 
Lroxs Fatr— , 
March Ist-15th. A special building Exhibition will be 
eld in conjunction with the Spring Fair. British Agent 
Nf. A. Rousset. 69, Wood Street. London. B.C. 
Paris-INDUSTRIAL ART SALON— 
March to July. Provisional Office: 1, Rue du Helder. 
iYIs (Qe). 
TokI0 OVERSEAS EXPANSION EXHIBITION 
March 15th to June 7th. 
Miran arr 
\iied and Neutral. industrial and agricultural! ialr. 
April 12th. Sixty stands :eserved for British Exhibitors. 
\gvents for British Empire, British Italian Corporation, 
Ltd.. ‘s. Nicholas Lane. Ab 4 
Sio Patro Fancy Goops EXHIBITION 
Anglo-Brazilian. January Ist-March Ist. (See * Board 
of Trade Journal.” January 8th.) « 
COMMERCIAL FAIR 
April 4th-21st. Open to allied and neutral countries. 
Applications by February 28th, to Comite Directeur de la 
Foire Commerciale. Grand’ Place. Brussels. (See “ board 
Trade Journal.” December 11th.) 
Swiss SaMPLe Farr 
April 15th-29th. at Basie. 
NORWEGIAN INDUSTRIES Farn— 
Christiania, Spring. 
Bresiat- EXHIBITION— 
April 26th-May = Ist. Apply to Breslauer Messe 
(sesselschaft., Breslau. Ohlauer Strasse 87. 
JANDOENG FAtr- 
Mav, 1920. (See * Board ot Trade Journal,” De ember 
iSth.) 
BarcELONA INTERNATIONAL FaArrR—- 
May 15th-30th. Applications to La Direccion General de 
la Feria de Barcelona, Fernando 30, ‘Barcelona, by 
January 15th. Also an International Business Organisa- 
tion Exhibition (office furniture. appliances. etc.) at 
Palaccio de Bellas Artes. Barcelona. in October. 
Venice Art EXHIBITION— 
Twelfth Exhibition of International Art, Apri] loth to 
October 31st by municipality at the Exhibition Palace. 
Exhibits to be received by March 10th. Address: 
Ufficio di Segretaria dell Espozione (Municipio). Venice. 
Litte INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
Mav-October. Organised by Corporation. 
Papva SamprLle Farr— 
June, 1920, Applicatiofs to :—la, Camera di Commercio 
di Padova. 
BorDEAux TrApE Farr— 
Fourth annual fair, June 5th-20th. 
Swiss JEWELLERS’ Farr— 
July 11th-25th. at Geneva. A National Fair. 
Hetsincrors Trapr Farr— 
To open in third week of Juiy. Apply to * Forhindets 
for Inhemskt Arbite.” 
ANTWERP CoLoNtIAL EXHIBITION 
To be run in conjunction with the Olympic Games. 
COPENHAGEN AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 
Early this vear. Organised by the Association of 
Automobile Merchants of Denmark. (See “Board of 
Trade Journal,” January 8th.) 
Sprinc Fatrs— , 
Will be held in Lausanne and Lucerne, Switzerland : 
$ Valencia, Spain: Frederica, Denmark, 
SMMER Farrs— 
Are anticipated at Malmo (Sweden), Antwerp. Quebe 
and Libau. 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 








AUSTRALIA. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA LEADS 
IN IMPORTS. 


The tollowing statement of the imports into Australia in 
the quarter ended 30th June last is of interest in that the 
United States of America has tor the first time taken the 
lead in the Commonwealth’s trade. 

The figures for the January-March quarter, given on 
p. +07 of the ‘Journal’ of 16th October, showed that the 
value of American imports of merchandise was £7,160,114, 
against the United NKingdom’s £9,.641.747. The American 
share for the vear 1917-18 was £12,067,992, and the United 


Ningdom’s £21.¢12.327, being 26°6 per cent. and 48-2 per 


cent. respectively of the total trade. 

hor the first six months of I9SL9 America’s share is 
€16.020499, against the United Wingdom’s imports oi 
Cli tae. 


Imports, ApRIL-JUNe, 1919. 


Other 
United British Total all 
Clas. of Goods. Kingdom. Countries, Japan. U.S.A. Countries. 
: t t t £ 

} | l-tufts 4) weeeterie: 

origin, but exeluding lv- 
ng enimiua'’s Soe eenee 22 253 99 652 2 .0¢2 34.172 219,749 

2. Food-tuil- of Vegetable 
Orig. ; 7 a 36.555 ts I hs, e l bs O45 1.095.518 

5. Beverage. (non-alcoholic) 

hid substatces u-~d 1” 
making sdteshietpialalatidlaaibeietic 11,281 129,799 3 10,302 231,009 

4. Spirituous ana alecholic 
liquors cnevldwenienirindiasd 101.1 $3,124 i] 2 291,130 
Je BODACEO, CTC. o.cccccccccsccvecs 19 1¢2 =.Aou + 230,119 292,158 
6. Live animals ........ sa 1,74 1.14: 15 1 O70 

7. Animal substances (mainly 

unmanufactured) not food- 
stuff - setidicn cease dita Di tilials 230,250 211.509 6.100 $5133 213,029 

S. Vegetable substances and 
fibre - sepia da vabieas seiestiogtie 64,123 {55.4051 21.401 22.564 7 ot) 42 
9. (RB) APPAREL cecccccsccsccoescses 690.379 15 = LOLS 656.866 1,516,808 
DD WOMRMIS  ccccsccccccccccuces Skee 7ae 175.065 715,411 629.470 35.028 80? 
(c) Manufactured fibres M459 GSO 447 2 S46 d.290 760 S590 
1. Oils, fats and waxes 13.204) LS, TS6 Mi Soe OO7.8590 1,428,322 
ll. Paints and varnishes OS ,500 11,573 dae 15,14 187.706 

IZ. Stone: and minerals 
Use dd industrially ..... wae 3,23] OAL ie lt 16,912 TO S07 

18. Ores and metals unmanu- 

fractured or partly manu. 
fuctured 7" naDedammawatiamaia 11M 197 Sb. 6 stb l aes 96 225 240 85 

l4. (a) Machines and ma- 
ehinery Scesibmasbibibiameisasie 346 235 119,047 | 089,205 ],o29.al] 

(hy Other manulactures 
of metals adieu  1.7538,060 4) Os 05.150 2.000605 4,199,460 

LS. (a) India rubber and . 

indiarubber manhu- 

Tactures i Tae GH,A20 120,876 3,429 132,762 442,294 
(4) Leather and its manu 

| a ee 39.201 1O.012 4] 111.678 171.347 

le. Wood aml wicker, raw 
and manutactured .......... 14,602 147.4419 0,051 297 193 AIS O93 

17. Karthenware, cement, 
china. glass amb stoneware 122,11 7 O4t S259 214,435 42s US0 
SS ees pie 86,620 249.347 9.454 140,614 1,481,244 
(b) Stationery oe .. 153,688 D238 9.445 100.295 270 S42 

10. Jewellery, timepieces and 
SMMNOT BOCES oo ccccicccdccsccce. S4.177 42.01 etd ety 95.5 857 O70 

2, Ontical, surgical and 
sclentific in-etruments ...... 49 912 1,440 63 122.452 OS 445 

21. Drugs. chemicals and fer- 
tilisers a 12,487 SO,117 74,7 20) 859,505 
™. Miscellaneous 4) 716) L14.616 1];,.,1. Os? tie 1.341.014 

Total imports of merchan- 
lise eae iicianitslemincem nis 7,902,644 3.379.101) 1.250.213) 8.860.585 24,255,921 

saneeedeas” Seb aah, ‘ ene 





BRITISH INDIA. 





WEEKLY CABLE. 

The weekly cabled news irom the Director-General ot 
Commercial Intelligence, Caleutta, dated 7th January, is 
as under :— ; 

SEASON. 

Rain nearly general Southern India and lecal in Central 
and Western India. 

Crops. 

During the week ending 27th December sowing spring 
crops continued North-Western India, neared completion 
Central India. Harvesting autumn crops continued Bom- 
hav. Central India. and to the North-West. Harvesting 
paddy progressed North-Eastern and Southern India, Sowing 
progressed Madras. Cotton picking continued except in 
Burma. General crop conditions good. Useful rain feli in 
the Punjab, but more required 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE— continued 
ALt-INpIA Forecasts. 
Second rice forecast: acreage, 76,888,000; out-turn, ex- 


cluding Madras and United Provinces of Agra and Oudh., 
96, 4418 000 tons (hast year's corresponding forecast, 74,363,000 
acres. 119.005.0000 tons). 

Third cotton forecast: acreage, 22,186,000: vield, 
5,668,000 bales (last vear’s corresponding forecast, 19.677 ,Q00 
acres, 3.282.000 bales). 

First rape and mustard, 3,293,000 acres (last year’s cor- 
responding forecast, 2,950,000 acres). 

First linseed, 2,245,000 acres (last year's corresponding 
forecast, 2.002.000 acres). 

MARKETS. 
market weak, Fully good broach, April- 
May. Rs. 535.  Piece-goeds market quiet. Calcutta 
jute market quiet but steady. Heavy jute goods 
and rising. Hessians qmet but firm. 

No change mn Bank rates, 


Bombay Cotton 
loose 


STTONG 


STRIKE. 
mill hands’ strike is now 
85 mills are closed. 


Bombay 


out of the 


practh ally Ceperats «9 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 
FOREIGN TRADE. 


the Imperial Trade Corre spondent.) 





(Fram 
St. JonHn’s. 


The total value of imports into Newfoundland for the 
year ended 30th June, 1919, amounted to 33,297,184 dols. 
The United States supplied the greater part, her share 
being 16,569,236 dols.; Canada supplied 12,777,684 dols. ; 
United Kingdom, 2,399,853 dols.; British West Indies, 
930,904 dols.; Spain, 217,503 dols.; Ceylon, 182,434 dols. ; 
Portugal. 107,920 dols.; and other countries, 112,750 dols. 


Exports. 

During the same period goods to the value of 36,784,616 
dols. were exported from Newfoundland. Goods to the 
value of 7,836,372 dols. were exported to Portugal. while 
the United States received 6,523,657 dols. Brazil 5,179,394 
dols.. Spain 3,911,967 dols., Ttaly 3,087,492 dols., United 
Kingdom 2,713,089 dols., Canada 2,532,397 dols., Greece 
2.091.019 dols.. British West Indies 1,162,780 dols., France 
1.948.183 dols.. and 698.266 dols. to other countries. 





NEW ZEALAND. 





ANNUAL SHEEP RETURNS. 

In the Annual Sheep Returns for the year ended 30th 
April, 1919, the Minister of Agriculture states that the 
number of sheep in the Dominion decreased to 25,828,554 
during the past official year. The decrease in North Island 
was 546,334, and in South Island 163,414, the total at the 
close of the previous official year having established a high 
record at 26,538,302. The figures for the year ended 30th 
April, 1917, were 25,270,386, the previous high record, and 
the average for the past ten vears ts 24,833,328. 





STANDARDISED FOOTWEAR SCHEME. 

According to the press the New Zealand Board of Trade 
is now issuing licences to manufacturers of ‘Board of 
Trade’ hoots.. Those made according to the Board of Trade 
specification will be recognisable by the words ‘Board of 
Trade’’ stamped on the waist. The price at which they are 
to be sold (retail) will also be indelibly stamped on the 
boot. 

The boot is to be made of New Zealand leather throughi- 
out. It will be so soundly made that, under ordinary circum- 
stances, it should stand repairing several times. The 
scheme involves the making, for the whole of a family, of 
good working or school boots, but in no instance is it 
proposed to provide fancy footwear or what are called ‘‘city”’ 
As to prices, boys’ boots of guaranteed quality, sizes 

will be sold at 18s. 6d.. with a heavier sort at 
17s. 9d. Men’s boots will be sold at 26s. 9d. to 33s., and 
will be solidlv-made welted boots. Women’s boots will 
range from 20s. 6d. to 29s. in three well-modelled grades, 
calculated to give good service. Girls’ school boots (sizes 
7 to 10) will be sold at 14s. 3d., and maids’ boots (to size 5) 
at 29s. 3d. 

All these boots are to be made of chrome hide and glacé 
chrome leather throughout. 


boots. 


11 to ] 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





TRADE CONDITIONS IN 
DISTRICT. 


(f rom the Line pe rial Trade Corre Spondent,) 


THE OTAGO 


DUNEDIN, 
| Trade in the Otago district was much more satisfactory 
in October than it was for some time before. supphies (fo 
other than tfoodsiulis) being reasonably good. Though 
prices, with a few exceptions, continued at a high level, th 
volume of business showed a. marked increase. 

The railway services, which had been curtailed for lack 
of coal, have been, in a large measure, restored: and wer 
it not for the shortage ot labour, almost every branch ¢ 
industry would be more than usually active. The building 
trade shows considerable movement, and it and the kindred 
trades should be very brisk ror the next two or three Vears 

The preliminaries in connection with a scheme for pre 
viding Otago with electrical energy are proceeding steadily 
and there are good prospects of an early commencement ¢ 










operations. The supply of this power will have a yen 
beneficial influence on the tarming, dairying, and mining 
industries by giving facilities for the use ot the mog 
modern machinery, and thus partially meeting the labor 
difficulty. 

[IRRIGATION SCHEME. 

Irrigation, too, promises to do much for the central par 
of Otago. It is an extensive scheme, and has already bee 
the means of bringing a fairly large area under cultivation 
As it proceeds it will produce closer settlement, an eXpal- 
sion of the dairving industry, and the probable extinctio 
of the rabbit. The watering of parts of this area ha 
directed attention to the value of lucerne as a means ¢ 
increasing the stock-carrying capacity of the land. an 
there will be an extensive sowing of it this season. 

An unusually wet and cold spring was’ untavourable 
farming operations, and fairly large losses of lambs ax 
reported. 

In the fruit-growing districts a very large crop, par 
ticularly of apples, is expected; and Great Britain, th 
United States, and South America offer good markets fg 
it; but shipping space for export to those countries is not 
in sight. The Government is, however, in communicatior 
with the Imperial authorities with a view to securing th 
necessary transportation, 

There are ample funds for all reasonable trading requit. 
ments. and there is no evidence of financial weakness in am 
section of the commercial community. | 





EUROPE. 
FINLAND. 
REVIVAL FOREIGN TRADE 


Finnish Foreign ‘Trade shows signs of strong recovery 
exports irom the country being particularly gratifying. Th 
following are the trade figures for October :—- 








()}° 


Imports. Exports 
Values in Finnish Mark: 


(‘lasses of woods, 





Pe | 40,619 400 50 
2. Dairy , produce, meat, 
A i ee g aes 22 247,482 | 210,42 
3. Fish, fresh, salted, and 
SRR ar rn emo Ree 4,130,820 687 1M 
|. Cereals and flOUT — .....cccccccccccs 18.485. 007 5 
5. Vegetables and roots —.......... 1,358 28] 1.3) 
6. Fruits and berries ...... Orne 5,319,682 557 583 
7. Preserves and shellfish ....... 100.177 
8. Groceries and spices —.........66. 20 507 131 1,2 
Dg cine sntansncciinidnbucess 529 066 - 
nets penenacacpuienimeatiiin 501,002 60) 
11. Bones, horns, hoofs and manu- 
factures of animal matter... 469 162 317,73 
12. Skins. furs. leather .............. 14,253,839 949 $1; 
3. Plants, seeds, vegetable matter 
and manutactures thereof... 6,569,541 50,151 
14. Wood and wood goods ......... 1.311.029 104,958,0° 
15. Wood pulp and paper .......... 352,626 39,8023 
16. Raw material for weaving 7 804,129 * 
yeas), 2. SS! rere 10,716,238 30)" 
18. Cloth (all kinds) _............6000. 39,475,204 92,0" 
19. Ready-made clothing _.......... 5,616,383 1,0 
%) Rubber, oum and = manufac- a 
ee Le 6.879.981 329.010 J 
BE, ia BE GHEE hasicnsipccinicnnedens 34,902,101 14.5# 
ey I vinctccuncatewpnowinneds 106,518 3,9 
23. Minerals and manufactures 


thereof 6 293 947 


correo ereeeereeeeereeeeeeeeeesne 
































Jaxcany 15, 1920. THE BUARD OF 
IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued 
W%. Chemical products _.............. ] 842,028 18,434 
OE ic cstscpseccsmencaveesens 448,781 746,020 
%. Colours and colouring matter — 1,938,767 1,120 
27. Metals and metal goods _...... 20,206 369 266,681 
98. Machinery, motors and tools 23,996,463 18,559 
99, Instruments and clocks ........ 2,126,099 — 
said nd sicidht “Anwadne.dcenses $34,528 — 
Sl BRIS BRA BORE  .n.ccccecsececss. 209 995 81.000 
32. Printed matter, art goods... 1,055,920 204 425 
ae re 220 592 - 
34. Other unenumerated articles... | 243.824 415.461 
eee. Sapdanmonch 150,601,866 


292 423,327 


_ __ ame 





The tollowing notes on the imports are of interest :— 

(2) The imports consist almost entirely ot preserved 
meats. 

(3) About Oi) per cent. of the fish) Inport Consists ot 
Norwegian salted herrings. 

(4) About 50 per cent. is imported rice. The principal 
other items are: potato flour 1] per cent., oatmeal 9 per 
cent.. malt * per cent. of total. 

(8} The principal items imported are coffee 40 per cent.. 
tobacco 20 per cent... syrup 10 per cent, 

(16) The imports are 60 per cent. cotton, 3f) per cent. 
wool. 

(17) The imports are 60 per cent. cotton varns, 20 per 
cent. woollen yarn. 

(18) Over 50 per cent. of the total Imports were cotton 
goods, 25 per cent. woollen cloth. 

(21) The principal items were: petroleum, paints, linseed 
oil. lard, machine oil, palm oil. and soap. 

(23) Coal accounts for over 50 per cent. of the imports 
under this heading. 

(28) Electrieal machines and motors account for 25 per 
cent. of the total. 

Exports 

(14) 89 per cent. of the exports under this heading con- 
sisted of raw timber, viz.. planks, baitens, deals, etc. 

(15) The principal items were: wood pulp 50 per cent. 
of total, printing paper 30 per cent. of total. packing paper 
12 per cent. of total. 


FRANCE. 
PRESENT POSITION OF THE SUGAR INDUSTRY. 


Of the 206 sugar factories which were in operation in 
France during the years 1913-14, 72 were totally destroyed, 
and 59 put out of action under the German occupation. 

According to the ‘‘Journal des Contributions Indirectes ”’ 
% factories of the Somme and 26 factories of the Aisne 
were razed to the ground, while factories in the Nord 
were more or less pillaged, and the plant’ taken 
awav. At the commencement of the 1919 sugar season only 
60 factories were able to undertake work in these areas. 

The reduction in production has thus heen quite appre- 
ciable. Production for the season preceding the war was 
about 717.228.946 kilogrammes. The estimates for the pre- 
seni season are actually about 150,000,000 kilos. 

t is true that there is a Colonial production. but, unfor- 
tunately. the Colonies which were formerly able to supply 
about 100,000,000 kilogrammes have been obliged to reduce 
their export, not only because of the difficulties of freight. 
but also on account of the high prices of alcohol. due to the 
State control over that industry, which have induced the 
French Colonies to produce more rum, to the detriment of 
sugar. During the last season imports from the Colonies 
fell to 54.900.000 kilogrammes. : 

The rise in prices and compulsory restrictions naturally 
reduced the consumption, but nevertheless it became neces- 
sary to draw on foreign production. In 1918-19 foreign 
imported sugar amounted to 367.060.0060 Ikilogrammes, of 
Which 150,000,000 came from the United States, 101,000,000 
from Cuba. and 38,000,000 from the Dutch East Indies. 

In order to re-establish the industry it has been suggested 
that the number of factories shonld he reduced, and the 
average production of the remaining factories should be 
Increased. in order to diminish costs. and for this purpose 
it would he necessary to place the factories in those areas 
where the hest conditions prevail for supplies of beetroot 
and alcohol. Tt is considered, however, that German com- 
Petition must be faced eventually. Tn Germany the whole 
of the beetroot crops is reserved for the sugar industry, 
Whereas in France manufacturers of sugar and distillers 
compete for crops, prices of which gradually increase. In 
Germany. distillers are supplied exclusively hy potatoes and 
grain. 
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The French State monopoly of the alcohol industry will 
involve competition between the Minister of Finance and 
the sugar producers, and in order to secure an adequate 
supply of alcohol the price to be offered by the State will 
have to be sufficiently remunerative. , 

The price of industrial and other alcohol jin France will 
consequently fix the price of sugar. 

According to official statistics the area under sugar beet 
fell from 249,349 hectares in 1918 to 75,726 hectares in 
1917. 








LATVIA. 


PROGRESS OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY. 

The Annual Report of the Board of Trade of Latvia 
for the year ending 18th November, 1919, states that the 
greatest increase in trade was reached in September. 

Imports. 

The imports into Riga during the period from 8th July 
io Ist September, by sea, weighed 142.457 poods, valued 
at 8,675,305 roubles; by rail, 5,587 poods, valued at 614,74] 
roubles, whilst in September, 346,046 poods, valued at 
16,191,123 roubles, were imported by sea, and 2,601 poods, 
valued at 201,401 roubles, by rail. 

The following table shows the various countries of origin: 





Country. Poods. Roubles. 
eee 109,619 7,546,667 
Unitet Kingdom ...... 18,210 1,564,200 
Seer 68,177 3,594,949 
PE  -‘nasepeneiannns 30,215 646,790 


The imports may be classified under the following chief 
heads :— 


Poods. Roubles. 
ae 112,813 2.267 57) 
Petroleum — ...........05. 50,215 1,233.15] 
TS wuncsederéutbensesnaian 45,786 135,000 
rere 19,805 2.175.226 


Exports. 
Exports during the period from 8th July to lst September 
amounted to 59,992 poods, valued at 5,000,053 roubles. In 
September goods were exported to the following countries: 


Country. Poods. Roubles. 
United Kingdom ...... 65,680 1,652,771 
DEL, seksi eaduieacienns 750) 218,117 
BN, cescaunensemolins 10,666 1.135.783 
PEE. aiaknioecerssenens 10,596 93,166 

The following were the chief articles of export :— 
Poods. Roubles. 
je nena 19,671 2,298,055 
SS . .-taneunauansuammnwsiiniite 6,286 42,335 
PE:  titeonns 5,230 51,940 


Customs REcEIPTs. 

Customs receipts on imports for July amounted to 43,948 
roubles, August 352.487 roubles, September 996,724 roubles, 
October 245,558 roubles, and from Ist to 15th November, 
59,555 roubles. 

The receipts on exports amounted to 3,790 roubles in 
July, 11,012 roubles in August, 110.830 roubles in 
September, 20,005 roubles in October. and 4 roubles in 
November. 

CuRRENCY SITUATION. 

The lack of foreign currency and its excessively high 
exchange value proved a great impediment to the import 
trade, but the Latvian Board of Trade are of opinion that 
as soon as the political situation is cleared up the difficulty 
of currency will also be overcome through the rapid 
recovery of export trade. 

INDUSTRY. 

As industry is much hampered at the present time by 
want of credit, the Government have arranged to assist some 
of the more important industrial establishments. A sum 
of 1,000,000 roubles has been advanced for this purpose, 
and several establishments have already benefited under the 
scheme. 

The Government are taking a keen interest in the manu- 
facture of agricultural machinery at Libau, the workshops 
being under direct State control. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

The Department of Industry, after careful consideration, 
have decided to establish the international system of 
metres and kilogrammes in the new Latvta. This arrange- 
ment is expected to be in full working order by January, 
1926. The old Russian system can be used up to January, 
1926, but after that date the metric system will be the only 
legal system. An institution will shortly be established to 
control the weights and measures 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continwed. 
FAR EAST 


CHINA (Manchuria). 


TRADE IN THE SEPTEMEER QUARTER: 
(From H.M. Consul.) 








NEWCHWANG. 


A number of adverse conditions affected trade during the 
September quarter—a_ cholera’ epidemic and resultant 
quarantine against Newchwang, drought, and consequent 
unnavigability of the Upper Liao River, and continued de- 
preciation ot the local transfer tael. 

But at the same time exports showed a considerable in- 
crease over the figures of the corresponding quarters in 
1916, 1917, and 1918, owing to the increased demand trom 
Japan, especially tor cereals. The increase in export ot 
dogskins is also remarkable. Imports trom Japan (except 
shirtings, which have risen to 27,400 pieces) have, on the 
other hand, tallen off considerably, especially cotton piece- 
goods, while American sheetings and drills and English 
jeans have increased. Anti-Japanese feeling caused by the 
Shantung problem mav have semething to do with this 
difference, although there has been no bovcott. 

But on the other hand Chinese cotton woods have also 
fallen off, the decline being due in measure to 
the action of the Chinese officials in arbitrarily prohibit- 
ing import with the ostensible object of improving exchange 
on Shanghai. A Newchwang Currency Maintenance Associa- 
beginning of September m connec- 


SOLE 


tlon was formed at the 
tion with the Chinese General Chamber of Commerce to 
discuss measures to check further depreciation of the trans- 
fer tael, a credit transfer currency brought into disrepute 
by wild forward speculation on the part of certain houses 
issuing the credits. The steps now being taken will pro- 
bably do more towards restoring a healthy tone than any 
arrangement for artificial stimulation. 

Japanese shipping still forms almost halt the total ocean 
tonnage of 300.588 tons, British and Chinese being prac- 
tically equal with less than a quarter each. The small 
halance is Dutch and American. 

The South Manchurian Railway diverts a 
trade not shown in the Customs returns towards Dairen, 
although the proposed new freight rates are expected to 
operate more in favour of Newchwang. where the Japanese 
are buving up extensive lots of land presumably in anticipa- 
tion of a renewal of former local prosperity. The Peking- 
Mukden Railway (Chinese) carries goods to and from Tient- 
sin without passing through the local Maritime Customs. 
The above remarks, based on the Customs returns available 
through the courtesy of the Commissioner, apply only to 
The figures for railhborne goods are not 


considerable 


seaborne trathe. 
available. 





JAPAN. 


TRADE, JAN.-SEPT., 1919. 

The tollowing table published by the Department of 
Agriculture and Commerce gives the total amount of 
Japan’s foreign trade from January to September, [919, 
as compared with the same period of the preceding vear :— 





FOREIGN 


[neré€ase Or 


Jan.-Sept., 1919. Jan.-Sept., 1918. Decrease 


Yen. Yen. per cent. 
a ne 1.377 820,000 1.384.551 000 —(48 
Imports o........ 1 584.048 ,000 1 225. 809.000 , 99-9] 
| lll 2 961. 868.000 2,510,340 000 + 13°48 


Batance or TRrapr. 


An excess of imports during the first nine months of 1919 
to the value of ven 206,228,000 is thus shown, compared 
with an excess of ven 158,722,000 in the value of exports 
during the corresponding period of 1918. 

INcREASED Excess or Go_p AND Sinver Imports. 

During the period under review there were no exports 
of gold and silver. and imports were valued at ven 
113,431,000. as compared with ven 3,937,000 in the same 
period of 1918. 

Variations oF ForeIGN Trave. 

In trade with Europe there was a tendency for exports 
to shrink and for iniports to expand. With North America 
both imports and exports increased, while with South 
America exports increased and imports decreased. With 
Australia both imports and exports fell off. Trade with 
Africa showed exports tending lower and imports higher, 
as was the case with South Sea countries. <A decrease was 
shown both in exports to and imports from India. 
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TRADE WITH CHINA. 

In spite of the frequent boycott movements against 
Japanese goods in China, the trade returns for the period 
under review marked an increase in both directions. as the 
following table shows : — 

EXPORTS. 


Jan.-Sept., 1919. Jan.-Sept., 1918, 


Manchuria 92,151,000 31,953,006 
North China ...... 104,046,000 64 252,000 
Central China 155. 914.000 137 OLS,000 


910.000 804,000 


South China ...... 





334 027 O00: 


Ti tal 


IMPORTS. 
Jan.-Sept., 1919, 
34-1413 000 
j4 O17 00 


116.731 000 
17 026.000 


Jan.-Sept., L918, 
21 409 000 
PQ O86 OOO 
88 (466 G00 
7 100 OOK) 


Mi:snchuria 
North China ...... 
Contral China 

South China ...... 


Total 222 217.000 146.861 000 


Tut Boycorr anp Risinc Prices. 

The boycott movement and the violent movements in the 
silver market greatly affected marine products, beer, canned 
and bottled) provisions, matches, cotton goods. towels, 
hosiery, hats, pottery, umbrellas, toys, ete., but owing to 
the favourable trend of China trade from the beginning of 
the year to the outbreak of the boycott movement. and to 
the rise in prices of commodities, the result was the increases 
indicated above. 

INCREASES AND DeECREASES OF EXPoRTs. 

The tollowing tables show ihe differences in the values 
of the leading articles of exportation in the first nine 
months of 1919 and 1918:— 


Article. L919, 1918, fncrease, 
Yen, Yen. Yen. 
Refined sugar ...... 16.808 O00) 16,154,000) 654.000 
OS PAS Serene ner 23.657 OOO 23 344,000 313,000 
re ae 16,096 000 14.255.000 | 841.000 
i ree 380,253.000 = 275,517,000 104,736,000 
ES er er 10,667 000 8 294 000 ? 373,000 
ee 22.357 O00 21.410,000 947 000 
Silk textiles ......... 88 245,000 81,832,000) },413,000 
Cotton textiles ..... 202,727,000 154,590,000 48,137 000 
Woollen textiles... 9 183,000 5,351,000 3.832.000 
TN —vancwtnsvennc 25.191 000 20.977 000 $214,000 
Glass and glassware 12,820,000 11,201,000 1.619.000 
EXPORTS SHOWING DECREASES. 
Article. 1919. L918, Decrease. 
Yen. Yen. Yen. 
I a ae 3,378 000 6,429 000 3.051.000 
Peas and beans ..... 26,693 OOO 39,142,000 12.489 .000 
EE sscewesencivanes 10,515,000 17 562,000 7.047 000 
BN es 13,309,000 18,263,000 4.954.000 
Waste silk ........... 11,862,000 15,713,000 3.85] 000 
Cotton weaving varn 84,327,000 198 393,000 24 066.000 
Iron (bars, rods, 
NE krenexerauawe 6,638 000 10,967,000 1.329.000 
Copper (ingots and 
Be ie esician 17 073,000 28 499 000 11 426,000 
BN 756,000 8,458 000 3.702.000 
re 5.394.000 7 982 000 2 588.000 
 —_dxaceeepuduneceus 17 530.000 17 ,632.000 102,000 
3 5 MTree 14.577 ,000 14.657 ,000 80.00 


IMPorRTS SHOWING INCREASES. 
Particulars are given in the following table of imports 
showing increases :— 
Article. 1918, [ncrease. 
Yen. Yen. 


$1.755.000 


1919, 
Yen. 


























Race 
Peas and beans 
Sugar 
Raw) Indiarubber 

Raw cotton” .......... 


oer eee eeseeoeeeerseese 


“see eee eee eereeneoe 


a ae 
Oil cakes —............. 
a is cigs 


Soda ash 
Iron (ingot and slabs) 
el Ea ree 
Cotton textiles 

Woollen textiles 

Paper 
Machinery —..... 


138.895 000 
92.797 O00 
36,117,000 

7,767 000 


528 009 000 


11.597 000 
98 639 000 
13.3804.000 
9 713.000 
12.699 000 
13,952,000 
§ 648 200 
14.286.000 
14.160.000 
70.203 000 


57 140.000) 
15.544.000) 
19.954 O00 
2.564 000 


395 947 O00 


9 367 000 
69.267 00 
19,462,000 

9 447 000 
39 962 000) 
12.190.000 

5. 260.000 

8 880,000 

4,969 OOO 
$1.259 000 


7 253.000 
145,163.000 
5.263.900 
132.0062.000 
» 190,000 
20. 372,000 
2 342,000 
266 009 

2 737.00 
762.000 
3 288,000 
5.406.000 
(597 000 
Im 4 { HON 
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ImMPoRTS SHOWING DECREASES. 
Imported articles showing decreases are: 


Article. 1919. 1918. Decrease. 

Yen. Yen. Yen. 
Flax and hemp ..... 9 .470,00%) 15.227 000 5.755.000 
ee ee rere 91,071,000 42,.513.000 1,442,000 
Ry reer ee ae 14,375,000 16,382,000 2 007 .000 
 eerarrrecerre eee 3,267 O00 11,.732.000 8 455,000 
Coal tar dyestutts 8 243,000 8.703.000 460 000 


Iron (bars, rods and 


CE sedunekeuanas 196,982,000 = 161.674.0006 54,692,000 
Iron (pipes and 
tubes) —..... . ccc cccces 10,140,000 LO.S30 000 690.000 
Lead (ingots and 
8 ee ee 3.90948 OOO 9 535.000 3.978.000 





SIAM. 


TRADE OF PUKET PROVINCE. 
(rom H.M. Acting-Consul.) 
PUKET. 

The value of the foreign trade of the Province of Monthon 
Puket in the vear ended 3lst March last was £2,544,000, of 
which exports stood at £1,849.000. The United Kingdom's 
share, so fay as it can be ascertained, is about £30,000 a 
year. 

Both the import and export trade is, with a few excep- 
tions, entirely with Penang. The two principal exceptions 
are rice and machinery. In normal times rice to the value 
of approximately £50,000, half the total import, is ob- 
tained each year from Burma, the balance being imported 
trom Penang. At present, however, the exportation of rice 
from the Straits Settlements and from Burma is prohibited. 
Puket is therefore compelled to obtain supplies of rice direct 
from Bangkok. Mining tools and small orders for machinery 
are placed in Penang, but the tin dredging companies ob- 
tain the bulk of their machinery direct from Europe or 
America. 

MACHINERY AnD Minine Toots. 

Puket, being a mining district, has a fairly large import 
of machinery and all kinds of mining tools. Although 
machinery is not vet popular among the Chinese, its impor- 
tation is steadily growing. During the war, however, 
prices rose quickly, and the difficulties in obtaining sup- 
plies became so great that many importers decided to carry 
on with the minimum outlay on material, in the hope that, 
with the signing of peace, prices would revert more nearly 
to normal, Attempts were, and in some instances still are, 
made to obtain supplies from America; but the results 
have not been satisfactory, the prices charged being ex- 
tremely high and the goods hitherto supplied not up to 
standard quality. British manutacturers should therefore 
experience little difficulty in recovering their pre-war posi- 
tion in this market. In this connection it is suggested 
that home manufacturers of mining tools and machinery 
should from time to time forward catalogues, or, better 
still, short monthly circulars, to the principal loca] dredging 
companies, giving, whenever possible, prices c.i.f. Penang. 
and stating the earliest period within which the goods can 
be delivered. Since, as stated above, this is essentially a 
mining district, manufacturers could hardly go wrong in 
circularising anything likely to be used in tin mining, 
whether dredging or otherwise, and it is surprising how 
otten an article is required and the consumer does not 
know where it can be obtained. 

The total value of machinery and iron imports into Puket 
during the year was approximately £66,000. 





LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY STATISTICS. 


(From TI.M. Commercial Seerefary.) 








BuENos ATRES. 
Large shipments of agricultural machinery and repair 
parts have arrived in this country recently, the bulk ot 
which came from the United States. 
The arrival ot these shipments in time tor harvesting 
operations caused a reduction, to a certain extent, mn the 
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high prices of threshing machines, mowers, reapers, ploughs, 
binder twine, ete., which existed in recent years, and has 
enabled agriculturists to put into use again thousands of 
machines which were at a standstill for want of repair 
parts which could net be made in the country. 
STATISTICS oF AGRICULTURAL MacifINery. 

According to the agricultural census taken in 1914, the 
results of which have recently been published, the number 
and value of agricultural machines and appliances in use 
in the Argentine Republic in that vear were as follows, but 
naturally in a census of this nature allowance must be made 
for many omissions: 


Value. 
(parin 1914.) 

Number. £ 
Plou@hs (ooo oc occcce cece cece eee. HH 1T3P ? 325,000 
Automobiles oo... ccc cece cece eee. 3,426 ? 317 000 
Horse pumps euedthsuceseesmeveteneess 38 E82 16) 000) 
Carts and hand carts ................. Jered, 19D 6.604.000 
Vehicles (coo. c cece ccc ecececcececucces 246,685 9 461 000 
Harvesters oo... 0. cece cece esac ec eecees 8.444 873.004) 
Corn shellers o.oo... 0... cece cece cece eee 13.044 152.000 
a 19 24] 1.915.000 
Grass cutters neat cae 6 63 uueeneteein O4 S865 528 OOO 
Shearing machines  ..0..........005. £994 217 000 


Windmills 0 .........0... spdueteeein 59598 1 TOR 000 
Artesian and semi-artesian wells 19,261 1.307.000 
Baling presses ............. ec cece eeeees 8,822 278,000 
Hand shellers (o.0..0. 0c. ccc cece ee cee eee 23750 $3 O00 
ae 223,470 O86 OOO 
SEOPSO TAMCH ono. cccccccovcceccccousecccens 52,434 293 O00 


16.857 
293 677 
25.663 


$2 COT 


98 OO” 
346.000 
803.000 
saahebhekeanayenunees 1.133.000 

sini dindeesirniietin 7.925 2.648 000 


ne 
Reaping machines 


Reaper and binder machines ........ 
Sowing machines 

Threshing machines 
£32 536,000 





TEENY «soc. cscndmusaderceawtinvaretsaeenvaeabanien 

At the time of the census taken in 1908 the value of agri- 
euitaral machinery and applances in use was given at 
£16.190,000, so that there has been an increase of more 
than double im six years, 


PARAGLAY. 
THR SUGAR INDUSTRY. 

In Paraguay sugar cane grows well in the northern and 
eastern Cordilleras and a part of the Chaco, but its culti- 
vation is confined to the regions near the sugar refineries, 
About 7.750 hectares were planted this year. 

The grossa weight of the production for 1913 was given as 
387,500,000 kilos (1 kilo=2-2046 pounus) and that for 1919 
is estimated to be about 400,000,000 kilos. During the year 
1918 the refineries produced 561.820 kilos of sugar, 180,121 
litres (1 litre=1-05668 liquid quarts) of rum, 51,500 htres 
industria! alcohol, and 325,909 litres rectified alcohol. There 
were imported into the country during 1918 2,300,458 kilos 
of sugar, while the exports amounted to 360 kilos. 


URUGUAY. 


EXTENSION OF 
SERVICE. 
The ‘‘Diarie Oficial’’ (Montevideo) of 20th November. 
publishes the text of a Bill proposing to authorise the 
President of the Republic to invest the proceeds trom the 
operation of the existing wireless telegraph service in the 
purchase of new material and the extension ot the present 














PROPOSED WIRELESS 


installations. : 

It appears that this further development is desirable, not 
only in order to improve the present internal telegraphic 
communication, but also to meet the needs of shipping, 
which up to the present have not been completely met by the 
low-power Cerrito Station. 

[t is proposed to give power to the President, should he 
consider it convenient, to contract a loan with the Banco 
de la Republica, or with any private institution, to the 
amount of 200,000 pesos, spread over a period ot not more 
than ten vears, and covered by the proceeds from the opera- 
tion of the existing wireless service in the Republic. 
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Finance and Banking. 


FINLAND. 
BUDGET FOR 1920. 


The Finnish Budget for 1920 amounts to Fimk. 660,956,573. 
The following is a summary ot some ot the estimates in- 
eluded in this amount :— 








IFimk. 
BUMS WE GG BRGIIOE oniinesviccsscassssesncscnssess 28 750,000 
PRGMOD DEMGEEY  vnncececsncncsesisvectononnvesccseonsose 181,156,000 
ES rrr ern ere eee ene ee 181,131,200 


This includes Fmk. 40,000,000 for equipment and 
Fmk. 41,000,000 for arms and ammunition, and mk. 
14,000,000 for military buildings. 

Diimiatry GF Baricmltre osc cncccccsccccvevscccscccssss 23.271 500 

Includes Fmk. 6,000,000 for the Board of Forests. 

A sawmill is to be ‘established in the province ot 
Uleaborg. 
Ministry of Communications 

Includes : — 

(a) Fmk. 1,360,000 for repairing and extending Hango 
Harbour. | 

(b) Fmk. 37,706,000 for construction work on existing 
railways. 

(c) Fimk. 26.032.000 for adding to the railwav rolling 


115.498.0000 


stock. 
(d) Fmk. 18,000,000 for new railways. 
Ministry of Trade and Industry ................... 29 S89. LEN 


Includes estimates for lighthouse construction and 
repair, prospecting for metals, ctc. 
inc cawiisinibosncmonsnerkensneuenennees 10,499,413 
i aici a nmemeaneuionnile eeneknicks 78.687 100 
(For redemption of short-term dratis of 1918.) 


GREECE. 


CONTROL OF EXCHANGE OPERATIONS. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 











ATHENS. 

A further Decree, dated 4th-l7th November. dealing with 
the control of exchange operations in Greece (see p. 655 of 
the ‘Journal’ of 27th November), clears up and defines a 
situation which has given rise to considerable difficulty and 
contusion in commercial circles, The main provisions of the 
Decree, which came into force on 5th November. are :— 

Art. 1.—The purchase and sale of Bills of Exchange on 
foreign countries, of whatever type, as well as the transfer 
in general of capital abroad, under whatsoever form and 
hy whatsoever means, is placed under control. 

Art. 2.—(1) An Exchange Control Service is established 
by the Ministry of Finance, placed under the immediate 
orders of the Committee as per Art. 1 of the Legislative 
Decrec of 19th August, 1919. to which Service is entrusted 
the control of purchases and sale of Bills of Exchange. and 
the transfer of capital abroad, as per the orders therein 
contained, 

(2) The personnel of the Exchange Control Service 
eonsists of officials appointed by decision of the same 
Ministry. 

Art. 3.—(1) The Banks. Banking Institutions, and Bank- 
ing Offices, and each and every company wishing to carry 
on business in foreign Bills of Exchange. are obliged, before 
every transaction. to forward a declaration of same to the 
Exchange Control Committee. 

(2) In the case of firms maintaining sub-offices, the 
relative declaration can only be made by the Head Office, 
who should refer in same to the other sub-offices. 

(3) On the basis of these declarations, the Committee wil] 
compile a list of persons entitled to do business in foreign 
Bills of Exchange, issuing permits when considered ex- 
pedient. 

(4) Persons included in the list compiled, according to 
Art. 3 of the Roval Decree of 27th November. 1919. are not 
obliged to make a new declaration, as decreed in the above 
paragraph. 

Sares oF Binuis oF ExcHance. 

Art. 4.—(1) The sale of Bills of Exchange on the part of 
persons entitled to carry on business in Foreign Exchange, 
and the transfer of capital abroad. as per the above Art. 3. 
is not permitted without a special permit of the Exchange 
Control Committee on each occasion. 

(2) This permit is granted on a duly drawn-up demand 
of the interested parties, explaining fully the reasons for 
the purchase of the Bill of Exchange, and the export of 
capital. 

GUARANTEES. 

(3) With regard to the opening of credits for the pur- 

chase of merchandise, the demand must set forth the 
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description and quantity of the merchandise purchased, and 
copies of documents proving the contract and the conditions 
of same must be attached to the demand, furnishing at the 
same time guarantees that the goods for which the Bill 
of Exchange is purchased will be imported within six 
months. 

The guarantee is personal: (a) for persons entered on the 
registers of the Chamber of Commerce on the publication 
of the present law, as regards limited liability companies: 
(b) for traders established in Greece for one year betore 
the submission of the petition to purchase Bills of Exchange, 
this being certified by the relative Chamber of Commerce, 
or where such does not exist, by the competent Financial 
Mphoros (Commissioner), on the basis of the taxation 
returns in his possession, or by the relative police authori- 
ties, granted by simple declaration in writing, and is fixed 
tor the prejudicial consequences at 40 per cent. on the 
value of the Bill of Exchange purchased: for others not 
included in the above categories, it is monetary, and fixed 
at twenty per cent. on the value of the Bill of Exchange 
purchased, and it is to be deposited at the Bank through 
Which the credit is opened. 

(4) The guarantee expires, as determined by the Presi- 
dent of the Exchange Control! Committee, and upon the 
production by the interested party. within the stipulated 
time limit, by demand to the Exchange Control Committee. 
of a certificate from the competent Customs Authorities, 
certifying that the importation of the merchandise, the 
description and the quantity thereof. and the place of 
origin, as well as the original invoice. The guarantee like- 
Wise expires, as per the stipulations in the above para- 
eraph, on the cancellation of the credit, this being certified 
by the relative bank. 

(5) The stipulated limit having expired, the guarantee 
hecomes the property of the State, and is confirmed as 
public revenue, in the charge of the President of the 
Exchange Control Committee. On = a_ petition.  how- 
ever, of the interested party, and on the = decision 
of the Exchange Control Committee, the above six months’ 
limit may be extended for a maximum of three months. 

(6) With regard to the simple remittances abroad, these 
are allowed on the furnishing of a guarantee only, as 
above, the production of proofs not being demanded, 

SALES WITHOUT PERMIT. 

Art. 5.—The sale of Bills of Exchange is exceptionally 
allowed without special permit :eferred to above, in the 
folowing cicumstances : — 

(L) For expenses of maintenance of persons living abroad, 
When the value in drachmas of the draft purchased does 
not exceed 1,000 drachmas per month for each recipient. 

(2) For the service of actual private needs, when the 
value in drachmas of the Bill of Exchange purchased does 
not exceed 500 drachmas monthly at each remittance, the 
remittance to be made to a recognised forcign commercial 
house, 

(3) for the payment of coupons of Greek securities. 

(4) With regard to the purchase of merchandise, ths 
conditions contained in paragraphs 3—6 of the previous 
articles are applicable, in accordance with the decision of 
the Minister of Finance. 

Art. 6.—Persons appearing in the list referred to in Art. 
3 of the present Decree are allowed, on the decision of the 
Minister of Finance, freely to transact purchases and sales 
of Bills of Exchange, on condition that the highest limit 
ot available exchange, in accordance with Art. 4 of the 
Legislative Decree of 20th November, 1917, is not violated 
by these transactions. 

Art. 7.—The sale of Bills of Exchange on the part of 
persons or establishments not referred to in the list as per 
Art. 3 is allowed to persons appearing in the list in ques- 
tion only. 

Art. 8.—Persons appearing in the list as per Art. 3 are 
obliged to keep complete records of movements of exchange, 
as per the conditions fixed by the above articles. 


DURATION oF CREDITS. 


Art. 11.—The duration of credits opened (erédits con- 
firmés) shall not be above three months. 

The extension of the limit is allowed on the decision of 
the Exchange Control Committee, on the demand of the 
interested party. and after production of the necessary 
proofs from which it appears, in the opinion of the Corm- 
mittee, that the non-execution of the credit within the 
original period is due to ‘‘force majeure.’’? Under these 
conditions the substitution of the merchandise for which 
the credit was originally opened, or the substitution of the 
heneficiary in whose favour the credit was opened, or the 
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FINANCE AND BANKING —continued. 





utilisation ot the balance of the eredit not executed tor the 
supply ot goods of another description, is permitted. 

Art. 13.—It is prohibited, without the permission of the 
Exchange Control Committee : — 

(1) ‘Lo grant loans or advances against deposits with 
local or toreign banks, in foreign currency or securities, 
and foreign movable values of any description. 

(2) To export from the country by any means whatsoever 
foreign bank notes or paper money, Greek and toreign 
securities, and every description of movable values, with 
the exception of Turkish, Bulgarian, Austrian, and Rus- 
sian. Of which latter the free export is allowed. 

The above paper money and bank notes and the above 
values in general, being exported without permission, are 
liable to seizure on the drawing up ot a report regarding 
this. and they shall be deposited with the Cashier of 
Deposits and Loans in the name ot the titulary owner, to 
whom they shall be returned on his demand on the raising 
of the prohibition, or on his return to Greece. They are 
likewise returnable to his power of attorney in Greece. 

drt. 14.—sSince, according to the regulations laid down, 
the export otf Greek paper money or bank notes is pro- 
hibited, such paper money or bank notes exported in con- 
travention of this prohibition shall be seized, a report being 
drawn up regarding this and deposited in a bank in the 
name of the owner. 

Art. 16.—The payment by the opening of a credit (crcdit 
confirme) off the value of merchandise or produce imported 
from abroad, and of which a permit for export is demanded, 
shall be assimilated to: (a) Payment by Biull in sound 
exchange, converted into drachmas, when the cheque is 
issned on the place of destination of the merchandise ex- 
ported, and to the order of the exporter, and when from 
the correspondence accompanving the dratt it is clearly 
defined that this cheque has been issued exclusively for 
the payment of the value ot the exported merchandise and 
produce. 

ib) The pavinent bv order tor payment, in sound ex- 
change, converted into drachmas, when it is likewise proved 
thar this order concerns the payment of the value of the 
exported merchandise and produce. In the above circum- 
stances the merchandise can be exported on a decision of 
the Exchange Control Committee, issued on the demand 
ot the interested party, attaching the necessary vouchers 
or proofs, 

Art. 17... The Exchange Control Commitice also decides 
upon demands submitted for the export of merchandise 
and produce paid for abroad by the capital of the exporter 
abroad, in accordance with Art. 1. paragraph 5, sub-par. 
{b), of the Legislative Decree of 17th September, 1919. 

(2) Under this heading, sub-paragraph (b), paragraph 5, 
Art. 1 of the Legislative Decree of 17th September, 1919. 
fall also merchandise and produce sent into Greece by 
foreign firms abroad, tor which Greek capital has not been 
employed: the furnishing ot guarantees, however, not being 
necessary tor the export thereof. In these circumstances, 
also, the Exchange Controller decides as to the export, on 
the demand of the interested party, he submitting the 
necessary proofs. 

Art. 18.—The export of domestic produce is permitted, 
on the decision of the Exchange Control Committee. with- 
out the deposit of a guarantee, or the export of merchan- 
dise and produce of foreign origin, without prepayment of 
their value. when merchandise of equal value to that ex- 
ported has been imported by the same exporter, and for 
the payment of which the exporter has not exported the 
Bill of Exchange to which he was entitled. 

Art. 19.—When it can be proved indubitably and in 
writing by the interested party that, for reasons beyond 
his control, the disposal of the exported merchandise and 
produce within the extension of the limit. as per Art. 1, 
paragraph 3, sub-paragraph (b), is not possible, or the 
import of their value in exchange or merchandise, it is 
permitted that, bv a decision of the Exchange Control 
Committee. the time limit be extended for a proportionate 
period. to be fixed by decision of the Committee. 





ITALY. 
PROGRESS OF THE NEW LOAN. 


lt is stated in the Italian press that subscriptions to the 
new ltalian Loan exceeded ten milliard lire on Monday last. 
tis expected that this amount will be largely increased. 
The last pubhe loan only realised a total of six milliards. 





- — 
— 
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Shipping and Docks. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
LLOYDS REGISTER RETURNS. 


Lhe quarterly Shipbuilding Returns of Lloyd’s Register 
states that the tonnage building in the United Kingdom at 
the end ot December, viz., 2,994,249 tons, shows the large 
increase of 177,000 tons as compared with September. and 
Is 1,014,000 tons more than the work in hand twelve months 
ago. The largest increase has taken place on the Tyne, in 
which district there are now 593,189 tons under construc- 
tion. The tonnage building on the Clyde is 1,021,819 tons. 

The totai ‘‘ Commenced ” during the last quarter of 1919 
amounts to 603,632 tons, and includes many large vessels. 
There are now building 173 vessels of 6,00U tons and up- 
wards, as compared with 151 at the end of September. The 
vessels of 10,000 tons and upwards amount to 55. The 
output during the quarter shows an increase of over 43.000 
tons as compared with that of the previous quarter. 

The total building abroad—4,867,114 tons—is about 
365,000 tons lower than the total building at the end of 
September; this is due to the large decrease in the tonnage 
building in the United States—504,000 tons less than at the 
end of September. The figures for Italy include the work in 
hand at Trieste, amounting to over 120,000 tons. In France 
there is an increase of 42,000 tons, and in Holland of 49.900 
tons. 

The world’s total—7.861,363 tons—is about 187,000 tons 
lower than the figures recorded for September. 

The tonnage of vessels actually building under the super- 
vision of the Society’s Surveyors, and intended to be classed 
vith Llovd’s Register amounts to 4,775,346 tons, viz.. 
2,395,412 tons in the United Kingdom and 2,379,934 tons 
abroad. | 

Llovd’s Register Annual Summary of the Mercantile 
Shipbuilding of the World for the vear 1919 will be issued 
shortly, and will contain full particulars of the world’s 
output for the vear. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
DEVELOPMENT OF COCHIN HARBOUR. 


It is considered that there will shortly be important 
harbour developments at Cochin (Madras). Specifications 
for a dredger have been called for by the Government from 
the India Office, and the services of an experienced 
engineer to carry out the harbour works have been called 
tor from London. 

The Government of Madras are anxious to proceed with 
the Cochin Harbour Development Scheme at the earliest 
possible opportunity. As the dredger will have to be con- 
structed, it would probably be a year or more before it 
would be ready. but in the meantime it is hoped that the 
new engineer will be obtaining all the necessary particulars. 
and that upon arrival of the dredger work will be com- 
menced on the bar. In the opinion of the Port Officer. 
after some 8 to 10 months’ dredging. ocean vessels should 
be able to enter the harbour. 

The question of providing wharves, dock accommodation, 
ete., will follow in due course, 


NEW ZEALAND. , 
HARBOUR AND NAVIGATION WORK. 


The Minister of Public Works. in his Statement for the 
vear ended 3lst March, 1919, reports that owing to the 
need for economy and to the high cost of materials very 
little was done on work in the harbours under the control 
of the Government. but it is probable that the carrving- 
out of works of which plans have been approved will be 
authorised in the near future. 

The construction of wharves at Raglan. Te Akau., 
Mahurangi Heads. and Tutukaka, was proceeded with 
during the vear. and a commencement made with the 
clearance of rocks which formed a danger to navigation in 
the Waikato river near Cambridge. 


CHINA. 


SHANGHAT AS A SHIPBUILDING 
CENTRE. 
(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
CanLcuTta. 
Of recent vears shipbuilding at Shanghai has developed 
with great strides, and the industry may now be reckoned 
as not the least valuable asset of the port. With the 
progress that has been made and the number of shipbuilding 
and engineering vards, the local press is enthusiastic, and 
it is considered that as a shipbuilding centre in the future 
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SHIPPING AND DOCKS —ccntinued. 





Shanghai will be an able conipetitor with rival ports in the 
Far Fast. 

The Whangpoo river is ideally situated for the building 
and launching of ships from its banks. There is also ample 
rvom for the further expansion of shipbuilding yards, and 
even now large extensions are being made to the Kiangnan 
Dock in view of the demand for tonnage and the securing 
ot turther contracts. At the Arsenal now under construc- 
tion are four large stecl vessels contracted for by America. 
besides a number of contracts for small craft. The four 
steamers being built are rapidly assuming torm, and as 
~oon as they are launched the keels of other vessels will be 
laid. On 11th October the Shanghai Dock and Engineering 
Company launched, from its ~ Pootung yard, the ‘‘War 
Diadem,’” a standard vessel of 5,000 tons d.w., originally 
contracted tor by the British Government, but since ac- 
quired by private Greek owners 

Other vessels under construction by the Shanghai Dock 
and Engineering Company, and which are nearing com- 
pletion, are the ‘‘War Tiara’ and ‘*War Regalia,’’ vessels 
of the same tonnage and class as the ‘‘War Diadem.”’ Three 
steel cargo boats of 300 tons d.w. each are under construe- 
tion, one river steamer intended for the Yangtze trade and 
a small towboat for local owners, During the past twenty 
months vessels averaging a deadweight tonnage of 22,850 
tons have been constructed and launched from the com- 
pany s vards, and vessels now under construction average 
13.000 tons, so the dock will be occupied for some time to 
come, even with the work in hand. 

The .x.ew Engineering and Shipbuilding Works, Ltd., has 
constructed during the past vear small craft, aggregating 
920 tons gross, and has on hand contracts which tolal 6,450 
tons gross. So that in Shanghai at the present time nearly 
100.000 tons of shipping is being constructed. 

New Liné rrom HONGKONG Havana. 

The establishment of a line of steamers for a service 
trom Hongkong to Havana was announced in New Orleans 
by the Cuban Consul to China, while en route to his home 
in Cuba. This service will play a large part in the develop- 
ment of the China rice trade in Cuba and the West Indies. 
where Chinese rice, according to this authority, is one ot 
the staple foods of the Islands. China in return is a vast 
market for Cuban tobaccos and cigars, and the new line 
will make possible an increased reciprocal trade at a reduced 
cost because of its directness. The Southern United States 
will also be given an outlet to foreign trade in China as 
New Orleans has been selected «w port of call for vessels 
on the return trip. 





FINLAND, 


THE PROPOSED LADOGA-GULE OF 
FINLAND CANAL. 
(From H.M. Vice Consul.) 





VIBORG. 

The construction of a new waterway connecting the 

Ladoga svstem with the Gulf of Finland (which is desevihed 
on page 50 of the “Journal”? of 10th July last), is now 
being considered. 

lf constructed, as suggested, to take sea-going ships, thie 
proposed canal would open up trade on the Ladoga Lake 
and with Finnish Karelia, and would in any case afford 
very important facilities for the transporting of timber and 
ores trom the Ladoga, furs from the Svir and Onega, and 
grain trom the interior of Russia. 

The construction of the canal and of the nine locks re- 
quired owing to the fact that the Ladoga 1s five metres 
above sea level, would cost at the present rate of exchange 
approximately F. Mk, 300 million. 

In view of the probable difficulty of raising the necessary 
means in Finland for the realisation of this scheme, it is 
considered that there is an opportunity for British enter- 
prise to secure a concession for the construction and ex- 
ploitation of this canal. The Saima canal, which serves a 
very much smaller district, is said to bring considerable 
profits to the State. 





ITALY. 
STEPS TO SPEED UP SHIPBUILDING. 


According to the Italian press, early steps are to be taken 





by the Transport Conimittee to lessen the necessity for 
chartering tito ships, and thereby to save about two 
milliard of lire per annum. 


Occupation will also be found for 49,000 Ttalian sailors at 


present unemployed. Work will be assured to Italian yards, 
facilities being granted to those yards which construct 
rapidly on account of the country’s urgent need of ships. 


—— 
— 





Railways and Roads. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 


RAILWAY REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 
The Ministry of Transport has issued a statement show- 
ing the financial results of the British controlled railways 
during September and October, 1919, and the total figures 
for the first seven months to 3lst October ot the financial 
vear 1919-1920. The figures confirm the correctness ot the 
estimate ofa defic it of £45 000, OOO in respect art f the finan- 
cial vear ending 31ist Mi rch, 1920, which made no allowance 
for anv increased revenue to be derived from an increase 
in woods rates. As, however, those rates are b Ing increased 
as trom Lith January, a reduction in the deficit may be 
( xpected., 

PEVENUE EARNED AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE FIRST SEVEN 

MONTHS OF FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING 351s? MARCH, 1026. 

RAILWAY WORKING. 
RECEIPTS. : | 
iotal ¢ montis 
tu sist 


Oets ber, 1019, 
(- 
tT 1 ) 4s U4 
Passenger Train Traffic = v. 
i i z bef, 
Gioods Crain raffle ig" 
Gicvernment Traflic 


117,862,001 


Total ie : (2,01 

Le-- EX pelses of Collection and bie vel 6,055 944 

Yotai T , 111.746.0857 

ital raflic Revenue Earned we ‘ een ll] oe 
Mileage Demurrage and Wagon Hire oe . (24 

1: 1.001.513 
NLiscellianmeous 


Total Revenue learned 


EXPENDITURE. 


Maintenance and Renewal of Ways and Works ai 14.400. 115 
Do. (Arreurs to be carried out) |. 101,848 
Viaintenance and Renewal of Roliing Stocn Is, 150,821 
| De. (Arrears to be carried out) oly .4ol 
Locomotive Running EXpelses . #162000 
Traffic EXpetlse- 3,859 S44 
(ieneral Charges ...... conem aphonaies 2a $d 
Law Charges and Parliamentary Expetises | ................ i » 400 
Conipensation (Accidents and Los-es) LV11.020 
Rates, Taxes, ete. siceiili <= . = 3,823, 128 
Pavments under National Insurance Act, WIT ............. ; “Hi, 146 
Running ne eer verres ' Fats te ceacta otto inane Dr. S42 
Mileage, Deinurrage and Wagon Hire ey vacetls ; 215.249 
a art ie Neal eater atin les eibedie i eaddal 260,705 
Allowances to De spend lents ‘ot Men Serving with H. M. Force- 152.290 
Total Expenditure ..... : sites ve nlteis LU} 428,508 


fulance of Revenue Earned over Expenditure, or Expend) 
ture over Revenue Earned (Dr.). .................. ae 1? 325 B86 
OTHER BUSINESSES.—BALANCE OF REVENUE E ARNED OVER 
EXPENDITURE = OR SNPENDITURE OVER  REVENU} 
EARNED (DR.). 
Passenger Road Vehicle- mae a nO a Ee wre , 
I i sc iksct es. codenalenaeeceeeee ee aT ee eR | 
Canals vai ebel & ET ee eee 


(idednkinaleneehineiasahecasleameneeniad 28 97 
Docks, Harbours and Wharves Sto alla oe eee eee er <— = * 
Hotels. Refreshment Rooms and Cars ......... ee er | 
Other Separate Businesses ............. Nidan aa dat acta niin 
Total—Balanece of Revenue Earned over Expenditure 
or Expenditure over Revenue Earned (Dr.) ... 12 399.306 
GOVERNMENT GUARANTEE, 
standard Year Proportion of Net Receipts ................... 24,605 000 
Interest on Capital Works brought into use ................ 611.500 
Total canes saibaasdiciiead a itaasaicdiauciiclaliniecs eats ‘aca ditinal dipabeelbe wanted : 214, 500 


NOTES :— 

1) The figures are subject to tinal audit, and as regards Government 
Traffic the rates at which the charges are to be raised are not 
finally agreed, 

(2) No sum has been allowed for any liabilities whieh may attach to the 
Government in respect of :— ° 

(a) Replacement of stock of stores and material-. 

bh) Abnormal Wear and Tear. 

(c) Arrears of Maintenance other than Permanent Way = and 
Rolling Stock. 

3) Arrears of Maintenance—Permanent Way and_ Rolling Stock—are 
estimated at 1915 cost of ascertained arrears plus 75 per cent. for 
additional cost of labour and material. The actual cost is not vet 
ascertainable, but payments have only been made on the basis of 4 
I> per cent. addition, 


_— 





NEW ZEALAND. 


ROADS CONS TR U CTC ION AND MAIN- 
TENANCE 


In his statement for L9L9 the Minister of Public Works 
‘tates that the amount placed at his disposal for construe- 
tion and maintenance of roads, under all heads, was 
£535,630. Of this, £55,050 was provided under the Con- 
solidated Funds tor maintenance. 

In addition there was a vote for ‘‘roads and other works 





on goldfields.’ which was administered by the Minister 
of Mines. and the Land for Settlement Account. under the 
control of the Minister of Lands. 
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RAILWAYS AND ROADS —continuecd. 





(nfortunately, expenditure did not reach anticipations 
owing to the difficulty of obtaining Iabour as well as 
material, Steel for bridges was unprocurable, and owing to 
shortage of shipping-space, hardwood could not be imported. 

Work ON GOLDFIELDS. 

The vote under this head amounted to £10,375. The actual 
expenditure, however, amounted to only £4,186, the 
Minister of Mines holding up all expenditure except that 
for urgent work. 





FRANCE. 

PROGRESS OF RECONSTRUCTION WOT. 

A report by the Minister of Public Works, dated Ist 
November, gives the following information in regard to the 
reorganisation of railroads in the liberated regions ot 
northern France :— 

Northern Ratlroad (Chemin de Ker du Nord).—QOn Ist 
October all the lines of this railroad had been reorganised 
and there only remained 1 kilometre of double track to be 
repaired, this being over bridges in course of reconstruction, 

On Ist November no change was to be noted bevond the 
fact that the company actively continued to improve its 
lines, thus gradually allowing increased speed of trains, 
which will permit of a return to normal conditions within 
the space of a few months. During this time the stations 
have been completed and cnlarged to cope with the steadily 
increasing traftic. 

The number of kilometres of track not vet in service has 
heen reduced to 15 kilometres of double and 12 kilometres 
of single track. These are short lengths leading up to im- 
portant bridges now under reconstruction, 

Qn Ist October two stitutions remained to he opened to 
trathic, but on Ist November these were opened, so that all 
stations on the line are now ready for service. 

During October 49 bridges and viaducts were completed, 
bringing up the total now definitely completed to 256 out 
of OO1. 

Of five tunnels destroved on the Nord line, four have 
heen restored and the fitth has already been due out. 

BFastern Railroad (Chemin de Fer dle I’ Est).- During 
October 47 kilometres of double track were repaired and 30 
kilometres of single track, all of which lines were im- 
mediately put into use. 

At the date of the Armistice the length of the double 
track to be repaired amounted to 930 kilometres (577 miles) 
and of single track 204 kilometres (126 miles), Of these, 
on Ist November, 1919, 836 kilometres (519 miles) of double 
and 197 kilometres (122 miles) of single track had been 
repaired. leaving 94 kilometres (58 miles) of double and 7 
kilometres (4 miles) of single track to be completed. 

Between Ist—l10th November 36 more kilometres (22 miles) 
were opened to traffic, and by the end of the month this 
igure was increased to 60 kilometres (37 miles). 


CHINA  (Shantung). 
JAPANESE ADMINISTRATION OF 
SHANTUNG RAILWAY. 

(From HM. Vice-Consul.) 








TSINGTAO. 
A comparison of the German and Japanese administration 
ot the Shantung Railway, giving details of expenditute 
and income, is of interest at the present time. 
During the vears 1904 to 1913 the gross income and ex- 
penditure of the Shantung Railway under the former Ger- 
ian administration were as follows :— 


Gross Income. Expenditure. 


Marks. Marks. 
SRN ae ern ee ete 1.651.168 848.231] 
RETR rene gree Mo 3,806,240 1.484.197 
BN ca ot rs 1.774.148 L7@le i147 
BE :dssicnsahseasmauiaeass 5,036,043 1.770.683 
EY pa oe t.645,099 1.439.365 
a 5,995 187 | .667 645 
Rane re ee aan eer 6 83-4,.969 | 827 659 
a 8,260,322 2 383.382 


_ For the year 1914 up to the outbreak of war the gross 
Income and profit are believed to have shown a turther sub- 
stantial increase, but no figures are now available. * 

For purposes of comparison with subsequent years, the 
Japanese Administration have converted the German figures 
for 1913 from marks into silver ven at the average rate 
ot exchange ruling at the time, namely, marks 2.011 equal 
to silver yen 1, and the following figures show that by the 
end of 1917 the gross earnings of the railway, after falling 
during the period of disorganisation following on the occu- 








RAILWAYS AND ROADS—continued. 





pation of Tsingtao, had recovered and passed the highest 
point reached during the German time. 
RESULTS oF JAPANESE CONTROL. 
Converting the German figures for 1913 on the above 
basis, the gross income in silver ven would be as under :— 
Gross Income 
Passenger, Mreight. Total. 
Yen. Yen. Yen. 
ee Ferree 3.155161 £107,000 
On the same basis the results under Japanese adiministra- 
tion during the war vears were :— 
Gross Income 
Passenger. Freight. Total. 
1915. Yen. Yen. Yen. 


loth April—l6th March... SS 786  BT5O.9E9 3.623.857 


L916, 
loth Anril—17th March ...) 1.313.834 2,797,239 4.131.571 
1917. 
April—December (8 mo.)... 956.657 2,415,157 3,.385,3]5 
1919. 
CR hasawediiangnenakunions — — 384 S54 
PUNT iv sncnsccudasssannnces — a 360 522 
BE kk caceardusesancauseansas — — 578.784 


January—Mareh — ........... —_ _ 1.324.160 


ree FREIGHTS. 

However, the fivures of income shown above are in 
reality fictitious, and are of no value in estimating the 
position of the railway as a business concern, hecause 
approximately one half of the total cargo carried on the 
railway is Government cargo and does not pay freight 

The actual tonnage figures for 1916 and 1917 were :— 


’ 
4 
) 


Freight free. Freight paid. 
146.914 tons. 161,592 tons. 
235.253 tons. 


FOE! essndndes 
ee 203.17¢¢ tons. 
The cargo carried freight-free comprises all coal trom 
the railway coal mines at Tsechuan for use on the railway, 
in the waterworks, electric light plant, and other Govern- 
ment-owned public works in Tsinetao, in the Government 
buildings, hospitals, schools. and other public institutions 
in Tsingtao, and in the private houses of all Government 
employees (who receive free tuel). Tsechnuan coal sold by 
railway to vessels for bunkers is also carried freight free, 
as also are all building materials for Government buildings 
in Tsingtao, and all supplies for the troops of occupation. 
tEVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 

No exact figures ot expenditure under the Japanese 
administration are available, but Japanese officials have 
replaced not only the tormer German officials, but also 
Chinese in all but the very minor posts; and, as usual in 
Japanese Government organisations, there is a veritable 
army of Japanese officials emploved on the railway, and 
there is little doubt that the salaries bill must have 
enormously increased as compared with the German 
organisation. 

The Railway Administration have instructions that their 
annual expenditure must not exceed their gross income, 
and they state that during the last vears they have made no 
profit, but that, on the contrary, in 1918 the expenditure 
exceeded the gross income by 2,000,000 silver ven, due to 
extraordinary expenditure on constructional work, purchase 
of locomotives, ete., ete. 

The average gross daily income of the railway at the 
present time is stated to be silver ven 12,000. 1.e., silver 
ven 4,380,000 per annum. 

The passenger income of the railway during the vear 1917 
must have been considerably increased by the Chinese 
Labour Corps coolies, and large numbers of those men will 
again be transported on the railway during 1920. 

Rortine Stock Re@uiRren. 

There is serious shortage of freight cars and locomotives 
for the traffic. The Railway Administration state, for in- 
stance, that another 300 thirty-ton coal cars and 2+ loco- 
motives are required to deak with the coal traftic, As at 
present packed, not more than 6 tons of raw cotton can be 
loaded on a 15-ton goods car, and the Railway Administra- 
tion, in order to economise the freight cars required for this 
trafic, are planning to erect two cotton-pressing plants in 
Tsinan for the use of consignors, who will thus be able to 
ship cotton at 15-ton car load rates, which would be less 
than the 6 tons at picul rates that they have to pay at 
present. . 

four new locomotives have recently arrived from America. 
There appears to be an opportunity, therefore, for British 
Kngineering firms to supply some of the requirements of 
the Shantung Railway in locomotives and rolling stock. 


—— 
—— 
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Minerals and Metals. 
AUSTRALIA. 


VICTORIA GOLD PRODUCTION. 1919 


Phe Acting Agent-General for Victoria in London has 
TALCH "4 ‘ gee _— q ” ™” 
— ived a cable from the Government of the State stating 
. Se > : me ao < fom 
that ihe vield of gold for 1919 amounted to 135.427 ounces 
(fine), of the value of £575,260. 
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FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 








TIN; EXPORTS, 1919. 

an oficiat cablegram from Kuala Lumpur reports that 
che export of tin from the Federated Malay States in the 
month oi December amounted to 2,413 tons, as against 
<.9¢2 tons in November last. and 3,033 tons in the cor- 
rps I ter } . | ' 
responding month of 1918. The total] export for twelve 
montlis fii?) amounted to 36,867 tons, against 37.370 tons 
in IMIS. and 39.833 tons in 1917. 


FRANCE. 
RECONSTRUCTION OF THE LENS MINES. 


According to “La Vie Financiere’? the Germans are to 
take part in the work of reconstruction of the Lens mines. 
They are to supply 15 complete plants together with the 
necessary engineers and specialists, and, moreover, the 
quantities of cement necessary for the process of cementing 
the mines. { 3 

A Commission composed of five directors of mines or 
boring hris have visited the differenct pits belonging to 
this concession. The clearing of the pits in question is verv 
nearly completed, and it is stated that this work will be 
completed towards November or December, 1990. if the 
present rate of progress—100,000 cubic metres per month— 
is maintained. 

Together with these works the Rivage de Pont-a-Vendin. 
where the Lens company have boats, has now been cleared 
and 12 ships and one pontoon ‘sunk by the Germans in their 
retreat have been cleared. The Rivage de Pont-a-Vendin 
will he ready for use shortly and will thus open up a new 
market for the arrival of material. | 

The same efforts have been brought into the reconstruc- 
tion of the railway lines and rolling material. Out of the 
200 kilometres of line possessed by the company. 58 kilo- 
metres are in use, and nearly all the pits are now linked up. 
A lime kiln is now in use and produces 7 tons per day: 
shorily six kilns will be put into use, producing approxi- 
mately 97 tons per day. 








ee 





MEXICO. 





INCREASED TAX ON SILVER PRODUCTION. 
(From the British Legation.) 
Mexico City. 


On lst December, 1919, a Decree came into force increas- 
ing the tax on the production of silver, which will hence- 
forth be levied on a sliding scale in accordance with the 
official price of the metal on the New York market. The 
tax is to be calculated as follows :— 

If the price should be higher than one dollar per ounce 
troy, but should not exceed one dollar ten cents, fhe tax 
shall he S per cent. If above one dollar ten cents, and 
not exceeding one dollar twenty cenis, the tax shall he 
9 per cent. Ii above one dollar twenty cents, and not ex- 
ceeding one dollar thirtv cents, the tax shall be 10 per 
cent. If above one dollar thirty cents, and not exceeding 
one dollar torty cents, the tax shall be 11 per cent. If 
above one dollar forty cents, the tax shall be 12 per cent. 

Whilst the above rates for the collection of the tax on 
the production of silver are in foree, the value of the silver 
shall be calculated at the official quotation of the metal on 
the New York market on the day of its presentation at 
the offices concerned. taking also into calculation the ex- 
change rates for sight drafts between the cities of Mexico 
and New York. 

The tax on the production of silver imposed in Article 7 
of the Law of Taxes on the Mining Industry, dated 27th 
June. 1919, will continue to be levied at the rate of 7 per 
cent. on the value of the metal, as laid down in that Law 
provided that. the value does not exceed one dollar per 
ounce troy. according to the official quotations on the 


New York market. 
oe 
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Textiles. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
TEXTILE TRADE COMPETITION. 


A Report on the textile trade in Argentina, compiled by 
the Textile Committee of the British Chamber of Commerce 
in the Argentine Republic is of interest to British shippers 
of cotton goods. 

During the past five years the textile trade in the Re- 
public has been quite abnormal owing to constantly advanc- 
ing prices, various war restrictions, and war difficulties. 
At the end of 1914. the Report states, raw cotton was quoted 
in Liverpool at about 43d. per Ib. ; to-day it 1s about 245d.— 
a rise of about 500 per cent. During the same period manu- 
factured cotton piece-goods have advanced about 400 per 








cent, 

The consequence of this has been that all purchases on 
arrival have appeared very cheap compared with replacing 
costs. Owing to various causes, deliveries have often been 
very much delayed; the longer the delay the cheaper the 
goods have appeared. Many purchases made in the United 
States of America were delaved, and in consequence ap- 
peared cheap compared with British goods purchased at 2 
later date. 

AMERICAN COMPETITION. 

In spite of many difficulties besetting the textile trade of 
Great Britain, especially in 1917-18, the United States have 
seldom underquoted British manufacturers during the 
period under review, though there were times when British 
manufacturers could not undertake business. 

The larger share of the textile trade secured by the United 
States since 1914 is accounted for by the direct and indirect 
results of the war. These are:— 

(1) The placing on the statutory list of enemy import- 
ing firms who naturally turned to the United 
States for supplies, until that country joined the 
Allies. : 

(2) The determined efforts of the American manufac- 
turers to push their goods in the Argentine 
market. 

(3) The limited output of British manufacturers, and 
the constantly increasing cost of production. 

(4) The relatively higher cost of raw cotton in Europe 
compared with the United States owing to high 
freights, war insurances, etc. 

(5) The complete cessation of export of textiles from 
the Central Empires and Belgium. 

(5) The gradual reduction of Italian manufactures, 
which at the outbreak of war held second place in 
this market. 

Comparing 1914 with 1918, it would appear that_ while 
Great Britain retained her percentage, the United States, 
Spain and Japan secured the 35 per cent. lost by Italy, Ger- 
many, and Belgium. Of the trade secured by the United 
States, the most prominent lines are Brins of all classes, 
in which certain standard lines have secured a good reputa- 
tion. In dyed plain shade flannelettes, also, the American 
productions are well regarded. In such goods as these it 
is thought the United States will retain at least a part of 
the trade secured, but in general the opinion of this market 
is that when things become normal thev will not retain 
anvthing like the percentage of the total trade secured in 
1918. 

At the same time there can‘be no doubt that competition 
from the United States will be keen in all classes of textiles. 
and British emplovers and employees will have to work 
nnitedly for a good out-turn and low cost of production if 
Great Britain is to retain her percentage of this important 
trade. 

At the present time British merchants are in a very 
favourable position compared with America—having an ad- 
vantage in the exchange. On the other hand, freight from 
the Tnited States to Argentina is now considerably lower 
than from Great Britain. 

JAPANESE COMPETITION. 

During 1917-18 the Japanese hecame prominent in their 
endeavour to place textile business in Argentina. Several 
important houses opened agencies, and the Yokohama Specie 
Bank, Limited, established 4 branch in Buenos Aires. A 
regular line of steamers was also started between Japan 
and Buenos Aires. In 1918 the Japanese were offering 
unbleached cottons in large quantities at 20 per cent. below 
Lancashire quotations, and for a time they secured the bulk 
of the business in this class of textile. which accounts for 
their large percentage for the first. six months of 1919. 

As their prices have since advanced to as high a level as 
Lancashire, and the Japanese do not show the same desire 
to place business, it is probable that the large business placed 
in 1918 was due to their being in an exceptional position at 
that time to take large orders 
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TEXTILES — continued. 





The Japanese have also done a considerable business in 
plain dyed cottons. Owing to their cheap labour, it 1s 
venerally considered that Japan will in the future be a 
serious competitor for the textile trade of this inarket. 

OTHER COMPETITION. 

Spain has undoubtedly profited by the conditions brought 
about by the war to strengthen her export trade. wermans 
have taken a prominent position in the Sp vanish manutac- 
tures, and brought their capacity to assist in improving the 
production. In 19158 they had:— 

: a per cent. ot the total imports ot bleache d cotton piece- 
goods. | 

2! per cent. of the total imports of Grey cotton plece- 

woods. | 

113 per cent. of the total imports of printed cotton piece- 

coods. 

223 per cent, of the total imports ot Dved and Coloured 

cotton piece-goods. | 

In brins, cheap prints, they are likely to continue as seri- 
ous competitors with Great Britain. 


Locat INpustry. 

There is a considerable number of factories that turn out 
suitable heavy yarned qualities, such as brins, canvas, and 
other cloths, which meet with ready sale. Dyeing is also 
done on a considerable scale, and would have greatly in- 
creased during the war had good colours been procurable. 

The example of Braazail, where a large textile trade has 
been built up under protection so that this country now 
exports her manufactures, may lead to the Argentine 
Government doing more to encourage local inanutacture. 


CHINA 





(Tsingtao). 
ESTAPRLISHMENT OF JAPANESE 

SPINNING MILLS. 

(From H.M. Viee-Consul.) 





COTTON 


TSINGTAO. 


A number of propositions are now under way for the 
establishment by Japanese firms of cotton spinning mills in 
a 

The N faigai Cotton Company, with a capital of silver yen 
2 QUO ,Q00, ‘completed the erection of a mill at Sytang, a 
suburb of Tsingtao, in June, 1917. They had originally 
intended to start with 20,000 spindles, but part of the 
machinery ordered trom England was shipwrecked, and they 
accordingly commenced work with 10,000 spindles, which 
number has now been increased to 18,000, This « enterprise 
from its commencement proved an immense success, and it 
is now one of the most prosperous business ventures mM 
Tsingtao, and the company have decided to increase their 
plant to 60,000 spindles as soon as they can obtain the 
machinery from England. 

The suecess of the Naigai Cotton Company's Tsingtao 
mill caused many Japanese merchants interested in this 
business to come LO Tsingtao and study the prospects of 
cotton-spinning in Tsingtao, and a number of firms are now 
caid to have decided to erect cotton spinning mills here in 
the near future rather than in Shanghai or Tientsin. 


New Companies. 
Details of these propositions, as far as at present known, 
are us tollews | 
Time 
~Nuniber of of Com- 


Name “Spindles pletion. 


Japan Cotton Weaving Mill 60,000 1920 
Tovada Cotton Spinning Mill 30,000 1920 
Yamamoto Chotaro ae 30.000 Unknown 
Chuka Cotton Spinning Mill 30.009 192] 
Abe and Company 36.000 199] 


Tsungkao (Chinese) 15.000 1919 


ADVANTAGES OF Shen TAO. 

lt is stated that the main reasons which have induced 
Japanese capitalists to invest in this form of enterprise in 
Tsingtao are as follows :— 

l. Duty free privileges. Cotton yarn for local consump- 
tion manufactured jin the local mills is tree from duty, and 
if exported to other ports in China only pays coast duty, 
whereas yarn manufactured in Japan would be liable to 
import duty in China. 

2. Cheapness of Labour.—The present average wages of 
a mill-hand Japan is gold ven 2 per diem. The Svtang 
Mill pays silver sen 25 per diem, plus sen 5 for bread 
at midday meal (or midnight for night shifts), i.e., a total 
of silver sen 30 per diem, equal at present exchange rates 
to gold sen 60. 

The efficiency of the Chinese mill hand is said to be 60 
per cent. of that of the Japanese, but after taking this into 
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TEXTILES — continued. 





account the Chinese labour is still greatly More- 
over, in Japan 30 minutes is allowed for the midday meal, 
Whereas the Shantung labourer eats his bread while at 
work. 

Kighty per cent. of the mill hands in Japan ar 
while 70 per cent. at Svtang are men. 

3. Efficicncy of ¢ ‘hinese Labour —The Sytang mill-hands 
turn out an average of 95 ounces per head } per day of 11 
fuil hours’ working time in winter, 84 ounces in summer. 
and 19!) ounces in spring and autumn. This result is 
better than that obtained in Shanghai and compares fav- 
ourably with results obtained in Japan, and must be attri- 
— ‘lar ‘Iv to the equable temperature of “alr 

Moisture in the air .—The Japanese experts have re- 
aan discovered that ‘Tsingtao is not only ideal for cotton 
spinning as regards temperature averaged throughout the 
vear, but also that the average percentage of moisture 
in the air is ideal. 

0. Facilities for acquiring land.—In Tientsin or Shanghai 
sufficient area of land is extremely difficult and expensive 
to acquire. In Tsingtao any Japanese applicant can easily 
— a large area of Government land at a nominal rental. 

Attractions of Tsingtao as a residentia! town.—It is 
ditficalt to get managers or high-class Japanese workmen 
to go abroad from Japan, but Tsingtao is known among 
the Japanese as a beautiful and healthy place and little 
objection is made to transfer to Tsingtao from mills in 
Japan. 

¢.—NStrik Ss. 
labourers. 


< heaper. 


women, 


-There is no danger of strikes among Chinese 

8. Central position of Tsingtao.—Tsingtao is well centred 
for ng aeontegy in the North China market. 

The Naigai Cotton pipers mill at Sytang is at pre- 
sent using Shantung raw cotton, but when the proposed 
new mills are suena a large demand may be anticipated 
tor Indian raw cotton. The Syfang Mill is driven by elec- 
tricity, but the electric light and power plant is not suffi- 
cient to supply all these new mills, and the vy will therefore 
he driven by steam. 

‘he labourers at present come trom the adjacent villages. 
ind houses do not have to be erected for the n i. There will 
ib he some ag In securing a labour 
for all the new mills, but it is anticipated i hat this can 
easily be cyercome. 
The Macninery. 

lt is understood that orders have already been placed in 
the United Kingdom for a good part of the machinery 
required for the new mills to be erected here. . 

LaBnour AND CLIMATE. 

The Japanese reports on the suitability of Tsingtao 
climatically and otherwise for cotton spinning are of so 
favourable a nature, and are endorsed by proposals to in 
vest large capital sums in the Lusimess, and it is to be 
hoped that British merchants will not overlook the possi- 
hilities of Tsingtao not only as a port for the trade of 
Shantung and a large part of North China, but also as a 
centre for cotton spinning and other industries. The Shan- 
tung peasant is well known as a labourer all the Far 
Kast, and there is an inexhaustible surplus amount of first- 
class labour in this Province, as has been proved in connec- 
tion with the Chinese Labour Corps waiting to be trained 
to industrial work. 

The contemplated construction of no less than six new 
cotton spinning mills in Tsingtao by Japanese capitalists 
is a significant sign of the intentions of the Japanese mer- 
caniile community to make Tsingtao into an important 
centre of Japanese industrial enterprise in China. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
EXPERIMENTS WITH GREEN (SEA 
COTTON BOLLS. 


In the opinion of the United States Department of Agn- 
culture, the Sea Island cotton crop may be doomed in con- 
sequence of the boll weevil. This opinion, as stated in the 
“Special Article’? appearing in the ‘Journal’ of Ist 
January, is based on the rapid decline in production during 
the past two years. For the ten vears ending 1916 the 
annual production of the Sea Island cotton was about 90,000 
hales. The production in 1918 was only about 50,000 bales, 
and estimates for 1919 are as low as 20,000 bales. 

Information. however, is now to hand regarding a treat- 
ment of the green cotton bolls by what is known as the 
Spence- Harvey system. Under this the bolls are gathered 
while green and are treated by special machinery so as to 
extract the cotton. Further information regardi ng this 
treatment of the green cotton bolls is naturally being sought 
hy the Department of Agriculture 


ISLAND) 





} 


+ 











JU THE BOARD Ol TRADE JOURNAL. Jantany To, 120 


ZTEXTILES ~—continued 





SPENCE-HARVEY SYSTEM. 

A pamphlet issued by the Standard Cotton Company ol 
America. dealing with the Spence-Harvey system ot harvest- 
ing green cotton bolls, gives a certain amount ot information 
on the subject. 

Mr. Harvey in an interview stated that each machine in 
his system costs about 19,000 dollars, and is an adjunct to 
gin. Up to the present there are not more than two 
machines in actual operation, and it is not expected that 
more than 100 will be put out during 1920. These machine 
incubators are not to be sold in the open market, but are 

he issned and used strictly on a royalty basis, and with 
this object in view Mr. Harvey stated that lis company 
will be glad to encourage the formation of a company in 
England to work cotton growing fields outside of the U nite cl 
States. 


Rerorr on THe PROCESs. 


A bale of cotton treated by the Spence-Harvey process 
was recentiv sent to a large cotton mill at New Bedford. 


Massachusetts, where it was submitted to various processes 
of manutacture and caretully tested. 

As a sample of the value of the cotton incubator, Myr. 
Harvey expressed belief that millions ci pounds of cotton 
would have been saved from ruin in Texas had it been 
T have used the Spence-Harvey svstem. 


Wd 
PMOSST ITE Lt) 


! 
CLAts or THe PROMOTERS. 

The «‘Manufacturers’ Record” states that a decreased cost 
of cotton production by one-third. a reduction to a minimuin 
of the loss through boll-veevil ravages and early frost. and 
an increase in the quality of the cotton thus produced, are 
among the claims made for the Spence-Harvey process of 
harvesting green cotton bolls, and by a special precess 

echanically maturing the bolls and separating the cotton 
from them. Mr. Harvey. a Philadelphia lawyer, who has 
heen experimenting and working with chemists and 
engineers for years on harvesting green cotton bolls, and 
then separating the cotton trom the bolls, has organised the 
Standard Cotton Company of America, with offices in the 
teal Estate Trust Building: Philadelphia, by which com- 
pany his most recent tests were -onducted at an experl- 
mental ange in Memp his. Tenn, A quantity of green cotton 
bolls were picked in Mississippi early in August and shipped 
to asi i where. it is said, in one hour after being 
received at the Harvey plant, fully opened, silky, clean 
cotton was being produced. The cotton was turned over 
to the gin. It was declared high grade and easilv handled. 

After the green bolls are gathered—and it is claimed that 
one hand can do as much work as three unde  ¥ the old 
system of cotton-picking—thev are carried to the plant. The 
holls Pass eimai three distinet continuous steps in the 
machine, which cleans, dries, and separates the cotton from 
the bolls ready tor the win. The machine is said to act 
like an incubator. improving the staple and teed, and 
advancing the process of opening a cotton boll approximately 
three weeks, 

The Spence-Harvey process claims to produce matured 
cotton at the moment when it has reached its point of 
greatest strength, and is free from dirt or dust. Experts 
who made tests pronounced the staple longer than that which 
was allowed to open on the stalk. It is also claimed that 
the seed ot the green boll is as fullv matured and as high 
in oil as the seed which has been taken from the naturallvy- 
opened boll. 

There is no difference in the ginning of the artificiallv- 
opened ana the stalk-opened cotton. All of the « lifficulties 
of the ginners in handling wet cotton are said to be over- 
come by the system of picking the green boll and passing it 
through the new machine, trom which it emerges clean and 
drv. 

The first bale of cotton produced by the Standard Cotton 
Co. was delivered to the Memphis Cotton Exchange several 
weeks ahead of the average crop time. This was done to 
prove the value of the process in early delivery. The most 
interesting development will be made when frost arrives. 
Cotton from plantations which ordinarily would not be able 
to meet frost conditions will be taken in the boll state and 
passed through the Spence-Harvey process. 

Other experiments are being worked out with special 
regard to the boll-weevil. Tt is the hone of Mr. Harvev 
and planters that when the weevil gets into the field part 
of @ crop mav be saved by early gathering. An added factor 
is the fact that the hulls from an infested crop can be 
destroved much easier after being put through the machine. 
and a means can be found to stop the spread of the pest in 
this way. 





Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
POWER TO TAKE SAMPLES OF GOODS. 


Section 125 of the Sea Customs Act, 1878, of India. 
relating to the taking of samples by Collectors of Customs 
in India on the entry or clearance otf goods, has heen 
vinended by Act No. NIT of 1919, by the addition of the 
following sub-clause, viz. :— 











2. In the case of goods which consist of drugs ov articles intended 
for consumption as food, and in respect of which the taking of 
sampl-s for the purposes of this sub-scetion may have been authorised 
by general or special order of the Local Government, the Customs 
collector may also in like circumstances take samples thereof for 
submission to, and examination by, such officer of Government 
or of a local authority as may be specified in such order. The rea! 
value of all such samples shall be paid to the owner by the Customs 
collector.” 

Section 195 of the Sea Customs Act, 18738, is in accordance 
with the present Act re-numbered Section 195 (1). 





AUSTRALIA. 


AMENDMENT OF THE COMALEN CH 
REGULATIONS. 


1 





Reculation S (1) of the Reeulations made under the 
(C‘omimerce (Trade Descriptions) Act. 1905 (Statutory fules 
No. 347 of 1913), relating to the trade description of piece- 
voods imported into Australia, has been amended as follows 
by Statutory Rule No. 233 of 1919, which came into opera- 
tion on Ist January, 1920, viz. 

Trad: Ey, scription of [mports— ~-iLddiiional Require ments 1) C' rtarn 
Cases. 

Clause 8 (7). °° In the ease of piece-goods intended for or « ommonly 
used in the manufacture of articles of apparel, the trade description 
shall specity the names of the principal fibres of which the material 
is composed, and when paper is contained in such goods, in anv 
proportion whatsoever the trade description shall include the 
word * paper, and shall be applied by means of indelible stamping 
and In conspicuous characters to the material at least once every 
vard.’ ) 

[Nove.——All words after the word * COMPOSE dd” are added to the 
present Statutorv Rules; the other re — nts relating to the 


marking of piece-goods remain unalte 


CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 


Trade have received copy of the following 
Customs By-Laws, amending the iists of articles which may 
he impo ted into the Commonwealth at the rates of duty 
app Ricks le to recognised ‘‘minor articles,’ “tools of trade,”’ 
and ‘machine tools” (as the case may be), viz. :— 


ryy an 
Phe Board 


Minor Articles for Use in the Manufacture of Goods Within the 
Commonwealth. By-Laws Nos. 418-420. 
The following items are deleted : 
Leatherware, harness, saddles and whips. 

Chains—hack, backhand or hook, bellyband with hook, 
breeching, curb with bits, hip strap, hook or backband, 
plough, pole, trace, trace end, tug. 

Jute Yarn for use in the manufacture of engine packing. 
Hats and Caps—bands, internal. 


Tools of Trade for Artisans andl Mechanics, and Tools in General 
U'se.—By-Laws Nos. 417 and 423. 
The following items are deleted : 
Shovels and Picks. 
The following item is added :— 
Tautness Meter (not made wholly of wood and not being 
a machine)—an instrument used to enable the strain in 
wires and cables to be measured. 
The rates of duty leviable on recognised * tools of trade ”’ are: 
Under the British Preferential Tariff .. ~ . Free 
Under the General Tariff - or 10°, ad valor eM. 
Machine Tools and Paris.—By-Law No. 421. 
The following items are added : 
Paper finishing, Cutting, and Folding (but not including 
extra knives)—Combination single and double facing machine 
for making single-faced corrugated paper in rolls or double- 
faced corrugated board in sheets of any desired length (but 
not including the motive power, engine combination, or 
power connections, if any, when not integral parts of the 
machine) | 
The rates of duty leviable on recognised “ machine tools ”’ are :-— 
Under the British Preferential Tariff .. 7" . Froe 
(Under the General Tariff 10% ad iliaaaiia. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. —continued. 


GOLD COAST. ST. VINCENT. 
| DUTY ON EXPORTED DIAMONDS. AMENDMENT OF EXPORT DUTIES. 


It is provided in the Diamond Export Duty Ordinance, 1919 














Tlie Board of Trade have received copy of the Expori 











| (No. 12.of 1919), that a duty shall be levied of 5 per cent, ot Duties Ordinance, 1919 (No. 31 of 1919). which came int: 
the value of all diamonds exported from the Colony. such operation on 2nd November last, amending certain of th: 
. duty to be paid by the exporter, The value of the diamonds duties leviable on the exportation from St. Vincent oi} 
for this purpose shall be assessed by such persons as_ the native produce. 
Secretary oi State for the Colomies may approve, Any A full statement of the export dutics now in operatiol 
person desiring to export any diamond shall first apply to under this Ordinance 1s appended :— 
the proper officer for the purposo of registering such dia- 
mond rOr EeNport, at Accra or at such other place as may Articles Ex port Duties 
he prescribed by regulation Such application must be . s. d. 
accoinpanhils yy a statement showing: Sea Island cotton na — --« per cw. QO jl 
Marie Galante seed cotton ‘i ‘3. = ‘a 7 
a) the plac» of origin of the diamond intended to be exported Soa *Island tetageoanro’ ” ah “" 7 «eo 5 0 
(h) the full name and address of the producer and of the person Marie Galante cotton “ <a - a , 2 @ 
if anv) from whom such diamond was acquired by the e xporver 5 Cotton seed _ on o« % “a we a 0 3s 
(¢) the full name and address of the person to whom such diamond Arrowro vt .. _ o o +a a i a O 4 
is org: deve anal to be consigned through the Crown Agents Starch (other than arrowroot) .. - 2 as 03 3 
for th Jonies : Cocoa - - aa - - aia wie a 7 GO +) 
d) Ae weight and proper technical description of each diamond Sugar ee a oe 8 ee - - . per ton +> 
intended to b- exported. = deta Or molass?s .. .. wa ; + hen lred gals } 
F Si h) dia nond Phe iV only he exported through the iE live AUN . e« -_ ox po vip lieslioedl teal a als i t} 
of the RR gistered P, OSL. 
“Diamond” is defined in the Ordinance to mean any — 
rouch and uneut diamond which has been or shall be won 
Pir “we 
from the earth within the Colony. FOREIGN. 
LESAN. BALTIC PROVINCES. 
IN hE ASED oe) I PORT. ea [hkis. _ LICENC ES FOR EXPORT OF GOODS 
| nder oan Order-in-( ouncil ol ial Novembe LOD. FROM LATVIA. 
additional duties are pPposed Olh Varios goods exported _ , —_—* ; 
from the Colony of Grenada, with effect as from 25th | Phe Board of rade are in receipt of information fro 
November, 1019. to 31st December, 1920. the British Commissioner for the Baltic Provinces to the 
The following statement shows the export duiies now in effect that the Latvian Ministry tor Trade and Industry 
operation In the Colony, the additional duties imposed by has announced that licences to export goods from Latvia 
the Order-in-Council above-mentioned being separately dis- will only be granted to firms who import and sell to the 
tinonished. viz. :— Government and Municipal authorities or to co-operative 


societies, in return for pavment in Latvian money, an 
equivalent quantity of the most indispensable goods. 





: Export Duties. All applications for export licences must be accompanied 
| canees Fe ; by certificates signed by the above-mentioned authorities 
Under the Export Additional dutie ‘, or societies setting out the quantity and the value of the 
Duties, leviable from 25th voods ees to them, and stating that Latvian money was 
Articles Ordinance, Nov. 1919, to 3ist accepted in payment. ) 
IGTS. Dee. 1920. ‘ 





per cw wd? per ewt. or CHINA. 


fractional part. fractional part. 
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Cocoa 7 ; res B 
1. Exported to Europe— The Board of Trade are in receipt of information, fron 
a) When at the date of H.M. Commercial Counsellor at Shanghai, to the effect that 
exportation the price of the Commissioner of Chinese Maritime Customs at Shanz ah 
eocoa in the London mar- has issued a notification that the export duty on Chine ce tea 
ket. as stated in the of all varieties shipped abroad will he remitted for a period 
pubhe telegrams, does 7 2 Oo Or two vears dating from 10th October last. 
i) ‘FCee Us. Tew. » ~ , AT cos oe ry , ~ 
notex ced 0 percwt ‘= | Notre. The export dutv on tea was 1:250 Haekwan taels 
) When such price exceeds ae “ ' : 
yu) r cwt. l a » © pel preul, which at the present rate of exchange Is equiva- 
US at Cc ‘ e ~ , . . " 
i cae ted to any country lent to just over three farthings per Ib.] 
ee « } 
3 othe: than a country in oe 
2 . 7 
Eurepe ‘ 
EMP ante of CZECHO.SLOVAKIA. 
exportat On, the price ot 
cocoa in the New York IMPORT RESTRICTIONS ON CERTAIN GOODS. 
elie ‘l —" A list was published in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” 
LHLC Tele OVE 5, aoes . . r P : ] : ; ; al 
public telegram sl e~ tor 6th November of goods tor the importation of which 
not exceed JOS, per cwt. 0 iy - . ' ‘ = Ks . 
b} when such price exceed 9 into Czecho-Slovakia a general licence had been granted. 
if) fie’ his ; ‘ = ry rr 7 . . 4 
SOs. per ewt 1 3 » () The Board ot Trade have now received from the Czecho- 
Cotton - oe - Oo 4 1 2 Slovak Legation in London the following information re- 
Cotton Seed =... . - 0 2 0 7 lating to import restrictions and prohibitions. The im- 
Nutmegs - ‘i - 0 6 O 6 portation of the following goods is entirely prohibited :— 
Mace 1 © 


Tea, chocolates, and powder cocoa: smoked fish, canned fish. 
and sardines in oil; almonds, raisins, walnuts, hazel-nuts. 
Se figs. peach kernels, and similar goods; marjoram, cinnamon. 

NIGERIA. allspice, vanilla, saffron, ginger, cloves, thyme, nutmegs, 
immace, and other spices except Dutch caraway seeds and 
\UENDED IMPORT DUTIES. pepper: chestnuts, laurel leaves, St. Jone’s bread, tomatoes. 
white ot egg, etc.,; lemons. 

The following goods may be imported provided that the 
official control prices are not exceeded, and on condition 
that the goods are purchased on long term credit or in re- 
turn for other commodities of an equivalent value: Coffee. 
foreign butter, Dutch margarine and margarine butter 
olive oil, Dutch cheese, herrings, Dutch caraway seeds, and 
Kerosene and all other lamp oils .. .. Per imp. gallon, 3d pepper. 

Thread and ‘yarn of all kinds .. a - Ad valorem 124°, The following goods may be imported irrespective of the 
— method of purchase, provided that the offi ial control pric: 





In continuation of the notice on )- 56 of last week's issue 
of the ‘Journal’ respecting the revised import and export 
duties now operative in the Colony, further information 
has been received through the C olonial Office with regard to 
the revised duties now leviable in the Colony on the impor- 
tation of the following goods, viz. :— 
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are not exceeded (but in all cases when payment has two be 
made in foreign currency this must be procured through the 
Clearing Bank of Pracue before the goods are ordered): 
Rice. condensed milk, fresh fish, cocoa beans, sail waco 
butter (if imported by manuiacturers of chocolate), 


—— 


DENMARK. 
EXPORT OF SEED BARLEY AND OATS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt. through the Foreign 
Office, of information from H.M. Minister at Copenhagen 
to the effect that the Danish Government are prepared to 
issue licences for the export of 7.509 tons of high-quality 
seed harlev and oats. 

Applications for such licences are to be made by Damish 
exporters before 20th July. 





ee 


FRANCE. 
TRANSIT OF EXPORT: PR ROHIBITE!) GOODS. 


With reference to previous notices in the ** Board of 
Trade Journal respecting the transit through France of 
coods sent from the United Kingdom to Switzerland, Italv, 
and Spain, via France, the Board of Trade desire to notify 
that. so far as concerns goods of the kinds which are pro- 
hibited to be experted and re-exported from France (a list 
ef which is appended hereto), application should 
continue to be made _ to. the Britich Customs for 
the pink certificate ‘ S 45 B”  in- respect of 
consignments of such goods which are exported 
direct from this country to Switzerland, Italy, or Spain 
via France. and in respect of consigniments of such goods 
transhipped in the U nited Kingdom for one of the three 
countries mentioned and forwarded to their destination via 
France. As has been previously explained in the 
Journal.” the pink certificate *‘ S 45 B.’* which is issued, 
on request, by the British Customs authorities is designed 
to ensure that the goods shall not be detained in transit by 
the French authorities on account of their being of a kind 
the export and re-export of which from France is pro- 
hibited. 
Transit through France of goods the export of which from 
that country is not prohibited ean be effected freely and 
without anv formality other than those ordinarily attaching 
to transit operations. British exporters need only applv 
for the British Customs certificate ‘“S 45 B”’ in the case of 
the goods covered by the subjoined list (and anv goods that 
mav subsequently be added to the French ‘‘export-prohi- 
bition list °°) which are to proceed to Switzerland, Italv or 
Spain by way of France 
LIST OF GOODS THE EXPORT OR RE-EXPORT OF WHICH 
FROM FRANCE IS AT PRESENT PROHIBITED. 


in Fren wh 


| 


in. . 
T; _ {a ods, 
e 4 | | . 
+ 13 ‘attie. sneep. of Ats pics 
4 s 
7 A 7 ° .** . 
- 14 ry iS Poultey nvine 
= -” ~~ a 
Lf Fy and frozen meat. 
af “Se ins and salted ment 
—_ — 
Xf itis ' ID , 7 7 . , -_ 
- 4 py 2 Oregkouceners produce and Gx- 


Poultry, dead. 


Meat preserves in tins. 
Se AY in ul fats other than his) Vis, 
>] Marg irine, oleo margarine mentary fats, and 
<i] 7 Y cquostances 
r (Sl Ecos 
, | ( Nnaens¢ lon ] 
or { 
5 f heese, 
a7 Butte , 
30 Organic manures. 
er =F Cattle bones, raw. 
AB, Wheat. snelt and meslin {grain end 4a 
59 Oats (erain and meal). 
7 Barlev erain and mea! 
7] Rve (grain and flour). 
V2 Maize (grain and meal). 
43 Buckwheat (grain and mea 
re Pre vl. 
r 16 f roots and srits feoarse meai 
V4 Sen ina pase and Italian pastes 
of Pulse, 
r 38 Potatoes ineluding ceed pola toes ther than new 
potatoes. 
28 Oleacinous fruits and seeds. 
K-91 Sugar. 
Q? VWolasce S. 
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—continued. 
No. in French 
Customs Tarif. Goods. 
95 Preserves. 
110 Fixed ve getable ol.s, pure, 
ill bis Aliment: wy vegetable fats. 
142 KF! Jax, raw, hackled. combed or in tow. 
162 & 
162 bis | Beetroot. 
er 1644 Fodder. 
165 Bran of all sorts of grain. 
166 & -_— ; ) 
. Oilcake and brewers’ grains (dreches), 


166 bis | 


17/1 Wines, other than wine in bottles, other than wine 


In casks of not more than 225 litres, and other 


than full-bodied wines 
In virtue of a notice Issued by the French 
Ministry of Finance on the Ist August. the 
prohibited wines may be exported without licence 
LO 
1. all counines, on condition that they are 
despatched by sea, on departure from 
the country of production : 
Switzerland, on condition that they are 
despatched in Swiss trains leaving 
Cette or Marseilies. 
phosphates of lime and bauxite. 


IO 


ex 179 ter Natura 


ex 180 Roo‘ing slates. 
181 ter Common tiles. not pressed and not interlocking. 
ex 181 quater Interlocking tiles. and roofing accessovies, 
ex 190 Coal or coke. ; 
ex 200 ' Gold, platinum and silver, crude. in lumps. ingots, 
ex 201 ' bars, powder, and scrap. 
204 Tron ore. 
er 220 Dephosphorisation slag. 
ex 252 Sulphate of ammonia. 
ex 270 Nitrate of soda, nitrate of lime. calcium cyanamide, 
279 his Superphosphate of lime. 
281 bis Chemicai manures. 
ex 312 Soaps (other than perfumery soaps) “ 
319 Fecule of potatoes and maize and other fecule. 


Px 466 and | Pa er represe ny , 

M66 Wis | ay epresenting money. ; 

495 bis Coins of gold. silver, copper or billon. 

'NotE.—As regards transit of goods through Alsace and Lor. 
raine, reference should be made to the notice at }). 773 of the 
‘ Journal” for the 18th Dece mbe last. 


FRANCE (Algeria), 
CONSUMPTION DUTY ON SACCHARINE 


The *‘ Journal Officiel ’ (Paris) for 31st December con- 
tains a Presidential Decree dated 29th December which 
provides for the imposition in Algeria and the Southern 
Territories of an internal consumption dutv of 320 franes 
per kilog on saccharine and all other artificial sweetening 
substances or similar chemical products as defined by Art. 
19 of the Law of 30th March, 1902 fi.e., artificial sweetening 
substances possessing a greater sweetening power than cane 
sugar or beet sugar, but without the nutritive value of 
such sugar] 





TAX ON THE SALE OF Ww INES AND SPIRITS. 


A Presidential Decree dated 30th December, 1919, pro- 
vides for the imposition in Algeria and in the Southern 
Territories of a ine of 20 per cent. on the selling price of 
spirits, liqueurs, aper7tifs and full-bodied wines (vins dé 
liqueur). 

The tax will be levied on sales by the producers and 
wholesale dealers either to the retail dealers or direct to 
the consumer, and the selling price on the hasis of which 
the tax is to be caleulated will include the consumption duty 
and the ortror de mer. 


GERMANY. 
IMPORTATION OF FOODSTUFFS AND OTHER 
NECESSARIES OF LIFE. 

The British Commercial Commissioner in Berlin reports 
that in principle all goods .which cross the frontier into 
Germany are subject to the authorisation of the Reichskonm- 
missar fur Aus und Einfuhrbewilligungen, Lutzow Ufer 68 
Berlin. W.10, but the Customs officials have been authorised 
by the Kommissar to admit without import permit :— 

(1) Papers, periodicals, and books 

(2) So-called ‘* Liehesgahen.”’ 

(3) Small postal parcels containing necessaries of 
purchased abroad. 





LIERESGABEN. 
“Liebesgaben are defined as consignments by goods traffic 
by post containing gifts of sundry necessaries of life and artices 
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for personal use for which the sender expects no payment. The 
decision whether these conditions have been complied with rests 
with the German Customs officials, who have instructions to be 
lenient. 

No weight iimit is imposed, and consignments of this nature are 
entirely free from waport restrictions and are not liable to con- 
fiscation, but the regulations as regards payment of import duty 
vary according as tle consignee is a private indivrdual or a 
benevolent society. 

a) Parcels addressed to an individual not exceeding 5 kilo- 
grams in weight if sent for the personal use of the 
consignee and his dependants are entirely duty free, not 
only as regards articles such as flour, meat. rice, barley, 
lard, dripping, condensed milk, ete., but also in respect 
of articles normaily dutiable such as coffee, cocoa, tea, 
soap, clothes, etc. The amount of duty free tobacco the 
parcel may contain is, however, limited to 2 kilograms 
(4.4 lb.). 

‘onsignments of “Liebesgaben~ addressed to the 
‘Deutsche Zentral-Auschuss fiir die Amerika Hilfe. 
Schoneberger, Ufer. Berlin.” or to any other benevolent 
soclety for distribution. are free of duty in any quantity. 
At the request of the consignor the *Zentral Auschuss 
tur die Amerika Hilke” will forward single consignments 
duty free to specified persons, provided that the 
articles appear to be intended for the personal use of the 
recipient and his dependants. 

Anvone forwarding “ Liebesgaben * to a private individual 
would do well to state on the Customs Declaration form that the 
contents are a gift for the personal use of the recipient. 


—_ 
— 
ae 


Postar PARCELS. 

In order that persons residing in Germany who have no friends 
abroad shall be able to obtain parcels of necessaries from firms 
abroad on payment, postal parcels. not exceeding 5 kilograms 
(11 lb.) gress weight, containing necessaries for the personal use 
of the importer, may be imported without a special licence. 

The parcels may not, however, contain any of the following 
articles :— 

Butter, meat, meat goods, bacon and lard, flour, sugar. 
pineapple. ginger, vanilla. caviar, caviar substitutes, pickled 
caviar, lobsters and oysters. 

Not more than 1 kilogram (2.2 Ib.) of the following articles :— 

Margarine, dripping, biscuits. cakes and pastry. macaroni, 
sweetmeats and similar goods, coffee. tea and products of 
cocoa and chocolate. 

And not more than 24 kilograms (S4 lb.) ot the following articles 

Soap, candles and starch. 

All such parcels of articles purchased from abroad are. however. 
Nable to Customs duty. 


——_... ES —— 


PAYMENT OF GERMAN CUSTOMS DUTIES IN 
GOLD. 


According to the ‘* Deutscher Reichsanzeiger “* of 30th 
December, the Law of 21st July, 1919. relating to the pay- 
ment of Customs duties in gold which was temporarily sus- 
} nded on Sth December (see the ‘* Board of Trade 
Journal of 25th December, page 799) came into force 
again as trom Ist January, 1920. 

Note..-The Law of 21ist July. 1919. containéd  pro- 
visions tor the payment of German Customs duties in yrold 
Under Sections 1 and 2 of the Proclamation issued there- 
under. when payment of such duties was made in paper 
money the duty was to be increased by an agio (Aufqeld) 
to be fixed in accordance with the value of the mark, Pro- 
clamations are issued week by week specitving the agio 
from [st January up to and including 10th Jannary the 
agio was tixed at 900 per cent. 


oe 


ITALY. 


CERTAIN EXPORTS SUBJECT TO SPECIAT. 
CONDITIONS 


H.M. Commercial Counsellor at Rome has forwarded a 
translation of a Decree which was published in the ‘“‘Gazzetta 
Ufficiale ° of 17th December which adds a number of articles 
to the list of goods on the export of which from Italy cer- 
tain conditions were imposed by the Decree of 31st May. 
1918 (see page 813 of the ‘ Board of Trade Journal” for 
27th June. 1918). The effect of the Decree is that as from 
l6th December last the export of the goods specified below 
IS porn pare onlv on condition that the amounts due from 
abroad. which represent the price of the goods sold and the 
credits resulting from the same, ate ceded to the banks or 
hanking houses authorised to deal in , exchanges, The 
Customs will not, permit such goods to leave Italy unless a 
certificate. issued by the said banks or firms, is produced 
proving the cession. 

When for justifiable reasons the cession of the foreign 
currency has not taken place before ihe woods are exported. 
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the certificate mentioned in the preceding paragraph must 
attest that the exporter has undertaken to make the said 
cession to the bank or firm which has issued the certificate. 


FurtTHeErR List or Exports SUBJECT TO CERTIFICATE OF 
CESSION OF EXCHANGE. 

Citric acid. 

Tannic acid (tanning extract). 

Sulphate of copper. 

Cotton waste. 

Soap. 

Candles. 

Woollen fabrics. 

Wool felt for hats. 

Picture frames and wood for frames. 

White paper. 

Cement. 

Earthenware. 

Glass articles and sheet glass. 

Seeds, all (other than oleaginous). 

Oil rags. 

Hay, straw and chaff. 

Salted and preserved fish. 

Hen’s eggs. 

Ornamental feathers. 

Coral, carved, unmounted. 
“Mercerie.’ 

Musical instruments. 

Objets d’ art. 





CERTAN IMPORT RESTRICTIONS REMOVED. 


With reference to the notice on page 695 of the ‘‘Board 
of Trade Journal ’’ for 29th May last respecting the opera- 
tions of the Consortia in Italy and the consequent restric- 
tions on the importation of certain goods, the Board of 
Trade are in receipt of information from H.M., Commer- 
celal Counsellor at Rome, to the effect that the importation 
from the United Kingdom of wool, paper-making machinery 
and hides is now allowed without any permit, and that the 
sale of these articles in Italy is left to private initiative. 





JAPAN. 





EXPORT OF COTTON YARN PROHIPITED. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt of information from 
H.M. Commercial Secretary at Tokvo to the effect that. 
owing to abnormal prices and shortage of supply, the ex- 
port of cotton varn from Japan has been prohibited, except 
under licence. 


ROUMANIA. 
PRE-WAR TARIFF IN FORCE. 


The Board Trade are in receipt of information, from 
H.M. Commercial Seeretary at Bucharest. to the effect that 
the pre-war Customs tariff, both General and Conventional, 
is still in force in Roumania, and has not been subjected 
to anv general modification. the only amendments being those 
re warding the importation of articles of luxury, and certain 








articles ot prime necessity the importation of which is re- 


served to the State (see the notice on pages 314-16 of the 
‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 4th September last). 

The Treaty with Germany is no Fema in force, but the 
conventional tariff rates established by that Treaty continue 
to he applied to merchandise the produce of countries which 
are entitled to ‘‘most-favoured-nation’* treatment in 
Rowmania. 





SWITZERLAND. 
GENERAL EXPORT LICENCE. 


A notice issued by the -Swiss Federal Food Office 
authorised, under General Licence, which became effective 
on 10th October last, the exportation from Switzerland of 
the undermentioned goods without the requirement of an 
individual export licence in each case. 

Lists of goods covered ns previous reneral Export 
Licences appeared on page 348 of the ‘Board of Trade 
Journal’ for 11th September last and in certain earlier 
numbers, 





No. in Swiss 

Customs Tariff, 

er 23-240 Apples and pears. up to 500 kilogs gross. 
§1.—52 Mustard 

er 87a Fish eggs 








JANUARY 15, 1920. 





O4 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


_continued. 





No. in Swiss 
Customs Tariff. 


ea 103 Preserves and articles for consumption (delicacies), 
not otherwise mentioned in the General Tariff, 
with the exception of fruit and berry juices 
containing an admixture of sugar. 

114a b Beer and malt extract, in casks. 

116 Fruit wines (cider and perry), in casks. 

1l7a Natural wine, up to 15 degs. of alcohol, and 
wine must (mott); in casks. 

125 Absolute alcohol, “trols-six,” and spirits of wine, 
in casks. 

162 Rags of wool and part-wool for manure; horn and 
leather sawdust; anima! blood, liquid or dried, 
and all other waste not otherwise mentioned in 
the Customs Tariff of Switzerland which may be 
used as manure. 

ex 17] Waste from hides only suitable to be used for the 
manutacture of glue; horn parings; claws, and 
all other waste of animal origin not otherwise 
mentioned in the Customs Tariff. 

ex 205 Seeds of forest trees. 

ex 222 Cones from coniferous trees. 

ex 1072 Extract and tablets of rennet. 


api aapiiaines IMPORTATION OF FURNITURE 

The Sgiss Federal Council has issued an Arrété, dated 
6th December, in virtue of which the importation into 
Switzerfand of articles of furniture included under Nos. 
259-—267 and 268 a/b of the Swiss Customs Tariff is pro- 
hibited, except under licence. 

By a subsequent Decree of the Federal Department of 
Public Economy, the importation of such furniture over the 
Italo-Swiss and Franco-Swiss frontiers, is authorised as 
from 15th December until further notice, under general 
licence, 








URUGUAY. 


CUSTOMS FACILITIES FOR IMPORT OF 
ING MATERIALS. 

With a view to the stimulation of building operations, 
which have been suspended since the beginning of the war, 
a Law was recently passed in Uruguay and was pr omulgated 
on 27th October last, providing for the reimbursement of 
duty paid on specified building materials required for the 
construction of new houses, not exceeding a certain rental, 
which are completed within a period of five vears from the 
publication of this Law. The Uruguayan authorities re- 
quire proof that the use to which the building material is 
put complies with the conditions laid down. 

The materials specified comprise such articles as glazed 
tiles and earthenware; paint, white lead, and turpentine: 
window glass; certain timber; plaster of Paris and Parian 
cement; iron, galvanised iron water-piping, etc.; covered 
wires and tubing for electric installations; etc. 

The Law also provides that houses or ‘‘chalets’’ of wood, 
costing less than three thousand pesos, shall pay as sole 
import duty 15 per cent. of their assessed value during the 
first two years following the publication of this Law. 

A copy of the original text and a translation of the Law 
may be seen by persons interested, on application, at the 
Enquiry Room, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, S.W. 
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NOTICE. 


The price of the “Board of Trade Journal’ is 6d. (63d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. ba. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 3ls. 6d. per annum, 
post free. 





The Editorial Offices are at the new Grovernment Buald- 
ings, Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial 
communications should he addressed to “The Editor,’ 
Telephone No. Victoria 9800. 


The Publishers (to whom should hy addressed all comm uni- 
cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are HLM 
Stationery Office, Imperial House. Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2, or branches (see Cover), 


Openings for British Trade. 


(NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings”? by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Zrade,and quoting the specific reference number and 
sountry. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the ‘Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to 
—_ of Overseas Trade, except where otherutse 
stated. 








DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE 


FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH TRADERS. 

The Department of Overseas Trade has at its command an 
extensive Overseas Intelligence system, which comprises the 
Commercial Diplomatic and Consular Services in Foreign coun- 
tries, and Trade Commissioners and Imperial Trade Corre- 
spondents in the Empire. 

From this Intelligence Service information on al] subjects of 
commercial interest is received at the Department, where it is 
collated and classified in a form convenient for reference, and 
is available to any British trader upon personal or written ap- 
plication to the em, at 35, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, London, 8.W.1 

The information at the disposal of the Department is of a 
widely varied nature, and includes such matters as the following: 
Sources of supply, prices, etc., of trade products; Foreign and 
Colonial contracts open to tender ; openings for British trade 
abroad; general conditions prevailing in overseas markets; 
demand for particular articles abroad; nature and extent of 
competition, and suggestions for meeting it; methods of distrbu- 
tion and marketing; credit conditions, terms of payment, etc., 
abroad; firms at home engaged in particular lines of business; 
Foreign and Colonial importers of British goods; firms or in- 
dividuals considered suitable to act as representatives or agents 
for British firms; Foreign and Colonial Tariff and Customs 
regulations: statistics of Import or Export; forms of Certificates 
of Origin; regulations concerning commercia, travellers, Con- 
sular Invoices, etc.: shipping and transport, etc.. etc. 

In addition, samples of foreign competitive goods and com- 
mercial products are constantly being received from abroad and 
are available for inspection by British traders at 3, Guildhall 
Court, London, E.C.2. 

METHODS OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES. 

The Department of Overseas Trade invites applications for 
assistance from manufacturers and exporters of British goods who 
are desirous of initiating or extending Overseas connections, but 
it is desired to cali attention to one or two points, the observance 
of which will facilitate the supply of the information required, 

Where the enquiry concerns an Overseas market the applicant 
may, of course, apply direct to H.M. Trade Commissioners or 
Imperial Trade Correspondents in the British Empire, and to 
H.M. Commercial Diplomatic or Consular Officers in Foreign 
countries, but it is generaliy advisable to communicate in the 
first instance with the De wrst of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
ueen Street, Westminster, S.W.1, as the information required 
is frequently already in the possession of the Department, and 
the delay involved in communicating with the Officers abroad 
can therefore often be avoided. Should the information required 
not be available in London. the Department will make ali neces- 
sary enquiries abroad on the applicant’s behalf. 

When making application for information enquiries should 
clearly specify :- 

(1) The sounietes concerning which information is required; 

(2) The precise | kind of goods; and 

(3) The particular points in regard to which the 
is sought. 

By foilowing this method of making their enquiries as s pecific 
as possible, applicants will mate rially assist’ the Department in 
its endeavour to supply the precise information required. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. GEET, 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.--Applications 
are frequently received at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development. and Intelligence) from firms in all parts of the 
United Kingdom and abroad who wish to get into communication 
with British manufacturers or producers of various classes of goods 
with a view to obtaining supplies. 

An application has been recorded during the past week 
names of manufacturers of the following (among other) art! camel 

® Fish food wafers. 

British manufacturers of these articles now in a_ position t 
supply are invited to make application for the name of the 
enquirer. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent. to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





AUSTRALIA. 

MANCHESTER AND COTTON PIECE-GOODS, WOOLLEN 
GOODS, ETC.—A business man well known in soft goods circles 
in Sydney, desires to get into touch with United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of soft goods with a view to undertaking their representa- 
tion throughout Australia. The enquirer, who is visiting the 
United Kingdom early this year, is stated to have had many 
years’ experience in the trade. (Reference No. 56.) 

SOFT GOODS, CUTLERY, ETC.—A manuiacturers’ re- 
presentative in Melbourne desires to secure agencies, for Australia, 
for British manufacturers of. or merchants dealing in, cotton 
piece-goods, woollens, underwear and hosiery (men’s and women’s), 
gloves, hand bags (fancy and leather), cutlery, enamelled ware, 
etc. He proposes to conduct his agency on wholesale lines, and 
either on an indent or commission basis. (Reference No. 57.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia has forwarded 
copies of the specifications, general conditions of tender and ténder 
forms in connection with calls for tenders by the Victorian 
Government Railways as follows :— 

(1) COPPER PLATES.—For the supply and delivery of 
copper plates. (Contract No. 32911.) 

(2) COPPER RODS.—For the supply and delivery of 
copper rods. (Contract No. 32912.) 

(3) TUBES AND PIPES.—For the supply and delivery of 
locomotive seamless copper tubes and pipes. (Contract No. 
52913.) 

(4) BOILER TUBES.—For the supply and delivery of solid 
drawn copper or brass boiler tubes. 

Sealed tenders on the proper forms, will be received by the 
Secretary for Railways, Spencer Street, Melbourne, up to 11 a.m. 
on 3rd March. Each tender must be accompanied by a preliminary 
deposit of 4 per cent. of the tota] amount of the offer. Local 
representation is necessary. 

Copies of the above-mentioned specifications, etc., may be con- 
sulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 75, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C.2. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders is 
limited, and this intimation, therefore, will be of use only to 
firms having agents in the Commonwealth, who can be instructed 
by cable. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

The Imperial Trade Correspondent at Adelaide has forwarded 
copies of the specifications, special conditions of contract and 
tender forms in connection with calls for tenders by the Deputy 
Postmaster-General, Adelaide, as follows :— 

(1) PROTECTIVE APPARATUS.—For the supply and delivery 
of 160 Ib. black adhesive tape, 4 in. wide, in 4 Ib. rolls and 
separately packed ; and 1,000 arrester micas, 5 mils thick 1 5/16 in. 
by 7/16 in. (Schedule 539.) 

2) TELEPHONE PARTS.—For the supply and delivery of 
telephone parts. (Schedule 540.) ) 

Sealed patterns may be seen on application at the Office of the 
Controller of Stores, Postmaster-General’s Department of the 
several States. 

Sealed tenders on the proper forms will be received by the 
Deputy Postmaster-General up to noon on 11th February. Each 
tender must be accompanied by a preliminary deposit of 2 per 
cent. on the amount of the tender up to £500 ard for amounts 
above £500 2 per cent. for £500 and 1 per cent. for the amount 
above £500: minimum deposit £2 for each tender. Tenders sent 
by post must be gegistered. 

The above-mentiened copies of the specifications, ete., may be 
consulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the 
++ of Overseas Trade. 73. Basinghall Street, London, 
L.C.2. . 

_ It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders is 
limited, and this intimation, therefore, will be of use only to firms 
having agents in the Commonwealth who can be instructed by 


Ca ble. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
HARDWARE, CHEMICALS. SOFT GOODS. ETC.-—-H.M. 


Senior Trade Commissioner in Calcutta reporis that a recently- 
established import firm in Bombav is desirous of securing agencies 
and opening up connections for the import of all ordinary import 
lines in genera] goods (with the exception of heavy articles, e.g., 
machinery), such as hardware, chemicals, soft goods, ete. The 
firm have appointed agents in Mesopotamia, and it is proposed to 
develop connections in Trag. (Reference No. 58.) 


_ —- — - - ——— 


BRITISH INDIA AND FAR EAST. 

HOSIERY.—A manufacturers’ representative travelling India. 
Ceylon, Burmah, Straits. Siam, Dutch East Indies, China and 
Japan. with office. showroom and resident manager at Caleutta. 
and a staff of travellers, wishes to obtain the representation of a 
British manufacturer of hosierv. Immediate business is offered 
Arrangements in London. (Reference No. 59.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





CANADA. ; 

STEEL, TOOLS, ROPE, CHEMICALS, -AND MINING 
ACCESSORIES.—A firm of merchants in New Liskeard, Ontario, 
desire to represent, on a sales basis, in the mining districts oi 
Northern Ontario, United Kingdom manufacturers of rock drill 
steel, steel plates, bars and rods, chrome steel, steel crushing 
balls, steel wire ropes and cables, sisal and manila ropes, borax- 
glass, litharge, lead acetate, soda ash, laboratory apparatas, 
chemical glassware, chemical porcelain, cyanide, zinc dust oakum, 
bone ash, leather, mining machinery, punched screening, wooden- 
ware and cutlery. (Reference No. 60.) 


BROGUE SHOES.—A manufacturers’ agent in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, is desirous of representing United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of women’s brogue shoes, on a commission basis, for 
Newfoundland. (Reference No. 61.) 

CHEMICALS AND MINERALS CONSUMED IN CANADA.— 
An importer in Toronto desires to be put in touch with United 
Kingdom manufacturers, or mine owners who are actual producers 
of chemicals or minerals consumed in Canada. The enquirer can 
import as a principal on his own account, either as exclusive 
agent or otherwise, on lines that would be of interest. (Reference 
No. 62.) 

GROCERIES, BOOT POLISHES.—A firm of commission and 
manufacturers’ agents in Saskatoon are desirous of representing 
United Kingdom suppliers of groceries (vinegar, pickles, teas, 
canned goods and biscuits) ; and boot polishes, for the Province of 
Saskatchewan. (Reference No. 63.) 

HOSIERY, UNDERWEAR, KNITTED GOODS, QUILTS, 
SERGES AND TWEEDS.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents In 
Winnipeg desire to represent United Kingdom manutacturers ot 
hosiery, underwear, knitted goods, quilts, serges and tweeds, on 
a commission basis, from Winnireg to the Pacific Coast. The 
applicants desire to represent United Kingdom firms on com- 
mission, but will purchase if necessary. (Reference No. 64.) 

DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES, OILS, CONFECTIONERY, AND 
STATIONERY.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Vancouver 
are desirous of representing United Kingdom manufacturers ot 
druggists’ sundries, oils, confectionery and stationery, on a com- 
mission or consignment basis, for the Province of British Co!umbia 
and Alberta. (Reference No. 65.) 

MEN’S WEAR, UNDERCLOTHING, = SILK AND 
JEWELLERY.—A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto desires to 
represent United Kingdom manuiacturers of collars, shirts, ties, 
underclothing, silk for the manufacture of men’s ties, and 
jewellery, on a commission basis, for the whole of Canada. (Refer- 
ence No. 66.) 

TINPLATE, SHEET METALS, MACHINERY AND HARD- 
WARE LINES.—A firm of importers and exporters and general 
agents in Vancouver desire to represent United Kingdom firms 
in tinplate, sheet metals, machinery, and hardware lines, on a 
commission basis, for British Columbia, with right to sell to 
Oriental markets. (Reference No. 67.) 

PAPER, PAPER PRODUCTS, GROCERIES, ETC.—A manu- 
facturers’ agent in Calgary desires to represent United Kingdom 
manufacturers of paper and paper products, jams, pickles and 
grocery specialities, on a commission basis (purchase if necessary), 
for the Province of Alberta. (Reference No. 68.) 

TEXTILES.—An ex-officer of the Canadian Forces with fifteen 
years’ business experience, who is about to return to Montreal, 
desires to get in touch with United Kingdom suppliers of textiles, 
with a view to securing agencies for the whole of Canada. 
(Reference No. 69.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER’S ENQUIRIES. 
The following enquiries have been received at the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Canada. 19. Victoria Street, London, 
S.W.1. All replies should be sent direct to the foregoing address :-— 


MARKETS SOUGHT. 

CHEESE, BUTTER, APPLES, MAPLE SUGAR, HAY, 
ETC.—-A Quebec brokerage concern desire to get into touch with 
United Kingdom importers of cheese, butter, apples, maple sugar, 
hay and other produce. 

HAY BALING MACHINES.—A Canadian firm manufacturing 
hay baling machines are prepared to correspond with importers 
in Great Britain. 

CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER’S ENQUIRIES. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, FE.C.2, whence further information 
may be obtained : — 

PINK AND WHITE MESH2—A Canadian manufacturer of 
brassiers is open to purchase quantities of pink and white mesh. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR STATIONARY GASOLENE 
ENGINES.—A Canadian company manufacturing a complete line 
of stationary gasolene engines between 1} and 15 H.P. is in @ 
position to do export business. and would be glad to hear from 
United Kingdom importers. Illustrated catalogue available. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





NEW ZEALAND. 
ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
NEW ZEALAND. 


The nn enquiry has been received at the Office of the 


High Commissioner for New Zealand, 415, Strand, London, 
W.C.2 :— 
AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY AND FARM IMPLE- 


MENTS, ETC.—A firm of New Zealand estate agents, established 
. Auckland, desires to undertake the New Zealand representation 
f British manufacturers of farm implements, dairy appliances, 
as codumnenal machinery, ete. 
Communications in this connection 
P D9, Office of the High Commissioner for 


above. 


addressed to 
Zealand, as 


should be 


New 


SOUTH AFRICA. 

HORTICULTURAL SUPPLIES.—A business man, at present 
managing the horticultural department of a Rhodesian firm, wishes 
to obtain agencies for United Kingdom’ manufacturers of 


seeds, tools, and similar lines, of which he claims to have a 
thorough knowledge. (Reference No. 70.) 

BUILDERS’ AND CONTRACTORS’ PLANT AND 
MATERIALS, ETC.—A firm of Johannesburg agents, already 


representing severa] well-known engineering firms, are desirous 
of securing additional agencies for the Union and Rhodesia, for 
United Kingdom manufacturers of concrete mixers, contractors’ 
plant, and building and roofing materials. (Reference No. 71.) 


[RON AND STEEL, PAINTS, VARNISHES, ETC.—A South 
African business man, at present in this country, with good 


experience in selling builders’ goods of all kinds. desires to secure 
agencies, for South Africa, for United Kingdom manufacturers 
of tin plates, galvanised iron. bar iron and steel, carpenters’ and 
engineers’ tools, general ironmongery. fireclay goods. paints and 
ve.nishes. (Reference No. 72.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 
SOUTH AFRICAN TRADE COMMISSIONER’S ENQUIRY. 


The following enquiry has been received at the Office of the 


South African Government Trade Commissioner, 90. Cannon 
Street. London, E.C.4. whence further information may _ be 
obtained :— 

PRODUCE AND PROVISIONS.-—A principal of a South 


African firm of import and export agents. who is on a visit to 
this country, wishes to secure the representation of United 
Kingdom firms manufacturing high-class provisions, and will 
undertake the purchase and shipment of South African produce 
on a commission basis. 

Applications for the name of the firm referred to should he 
addressed to the South African Government Trade Commissioner 
at the above address. 


EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

CORN SACKS.—The Egyptian War Department is calling for 
tenders for the supply and delivery of corn sacks. jute. 

All particulars are obtainable from Sir A. L. Webb. K.C.M.CG.. 
(Yueen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway. Westminster. S.W.1 

Tenders to be returned by 3rd February. and to remain open 
seven days. 


——— 


MALTA, CYPRUS, EGYPT. 
GENERAL MERCHANDISE.—tThe representative of a we 


known British firm of tobacco and cigarette manufacturers is 
shortly making a business trip down the Mediterranean to Malta. 
Cyprus and Egypt, with a view to appointing resident agents. 
and desires to hear from British firms who wish to develop their 
trade in those parts. (Reference No. 72a.) 





Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 
MAURITIUS 

TENTILES.—An enquirer, who is endeavouring to arrange 
agencies on behalf of a newly-established firm in Port Louis, 


desires to get into touch with United Kin: edom manufacturers of 
woollen voods, drapery, and cotton goods who desire representation 
in the island. (Reference No. 73.) 
Applications for names and addresses 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


must be sent to the 


EUROPE. 





BELGIUM, 

LINOLEUM, CARPETS AND FURNITURE. —An agent in 
Brussels desires to obtain an agency for British manufacturers 
of linole ‘um, carpets and furniture, in which lines he has had 18 


years’ experience. (Reference No. 74.) 
TIN PLATE, ZINC SHEETS, GALVANISED TRON, 


MACHINERY, ETC.—A Belgian enquirer at Ghent desires to 
represent United Kingdom manufacturers of tin plate (especially 
IC and IXXX), copper taps and tappings, tin solder, enamelled 
cast iron baths, and machinery for the manufac ‘ture of articles from 
tin plate metals, zinc sheets and galvanised iron. The applicant 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





also desires to establish relations with United <-g firms for 
the export of old metal to England. (Reference No. 75.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





BULGARIA. | 

AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A_ business man = in 
Gabrova wishes to be placed in touch with British ime wishing 
to establish connections with Bulgaria. The applicant is willing 
to act as permanent representative of British exporters, par- 
ticularly of textiles, or as commission agent for either import or 
export business. (Reference No. 76.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


FRANCE. 
GRANULATED SUGAR, CONDENSED MILK AND RICE, 


A firm of agents in Marseilles, with branches at Saigon and Sianeli, 
desire to represent, on their own account, United Kingdom 
exporters of granulated sugar, sweetene .d and non-sweetened con- 
densed milk and rice. (Reference No. 77.) 

COTTON MATERIALS, LACES, AND FANCY GROCERIES 

-A French firm established in Paris, already representing leading 
French houses, and having travellers in Central America, West 
Indies. Venezuela, Colombia, etc.. wish to undertake in_ those 
countries the representation, on a commission basis, of United 
Kingdom manufacturers of cotton materials of ail kinds, laces and 
fancy groceries. (Reference No. 78.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





FRANCE AND COLONIES. | 

BICYCLE CHAINS AND ACCESSORIES.—An agent in Paris 
desires to represent, on <" commission basis, United Kingdom 
manufacturers of bicycle chains and accessories for the whole of 
France, Algeria, Tunis and Morocco. The applicant is prepared 
to give large orders immediately. (Reference No. 79.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





GERMANY. | 
RAW MATERIALS GENERALLY.—A German firm in 
Leipzig wish to act as agents, on a commission basis, to British 
traders, for the sale of all kinds of raw materials. (Reference No. 
80.) 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





GREECE, SERBIA. 
IMPORTS AND EXPORTS.—A Greek import and export firm 
at Salonica, with branches at. Pireus and in Serbia, wish to get 
into touch with exporters and importers in the United Kingdom. 
The firm in question desire to import foodstuffs and manufactured 
voods generally, and to export local products such as unwrought 
skins, Serbian plums. etc. Correspondence may be in English. 
teference No. 81.) 
Applications for names 
Department of Overseas 


and addresses must he sent to the 


Trade. 





ITALY, 

HABERDASHERY. SILK, ETC.—An Italian of good standing 
resident in Florence, desires an agency, for that town or the whole 
of Tuseany, for British manufacturers of mother-of-pearl] buttons, 
silk, lace, velours. haberdashery. and small hardwares. (Refer- 
ence No. 82.) 

MOTOR CYCLES. LEATHER. VARNISH, SAFES, ETC.-- 
An Italian firm, of good standing, established in Turin, desires 
to get in touch with British manufacturers of motor cvcies of 
2 to 3 H.P., leather and imitation leather for motor bodies, fine 
varnishes, safes, and stationery of superior quality. Corre- 
spondence in English and Italian. (Reference No. 83.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





NRFETHERLANDS. 
TEXTILES AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY. AND 
ANCHORS AND CHAINS. —A firm of genera] merchants and 


agents at Rotterdam desire to obtain the sole representation, in 
Holland, of British manufacturers of (a) woollens (men’s wear), 
sewing cotton, men’s outfittings, and boys’ ready-made suits; (b) 
agricultural machinerv : and (ce) anchors and chains. (Reference 
No. 84.) 

Applications for names 
Department of Overseas 


and addresses must he sent to the 


Trade. 


SPAIN (Balearic Islands) 

SHOE-MAKERS’ NEEDLES. ETC.---H.M. Consul-General, 
Barcelona, reports that a firm in Palma de Mallorca is desirous 
of getting into touch with British houses manufacturing and 
exporting shoemakers’ needles, hog bristles for shoemakers’ wax- 
ends, and fish-hooks. (Reference No. 88.) 

Applications for names and addresses 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





must he sent to the 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continued. 
AFRICA. 











ALGERIA. 

PROVISIONS, ALCOHOL, AND CHEMICAL MANURES.— 
An agent and wholesale merchant in Algiers, with business con- 
nections in the principal centres of Algeria, desires exclusive 
agencies, for Algeria, for British exporters of provisions, alcohol 
and chemical manures. The applicant will buy on own account, 
or on a commission or consignment basis. (Reference No, 86. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 





Department of Overseas Trade. 
MOROCCO. 
TEXTILES. TEA, SUGAR, HARDWARE, BUILDING 


WATERIALS, ETC.—An agent in Fez wishes to represent 
British firms dealing in cotton, sik and woollen goods, fine 
clots, tea (black and green), sugar, spices, confectionery, hard- 
vare, pottery,‘ building materials, tin plate, copper discs, 
enamelled ware, etc. The applicant would aiso export wool, 
hides, goatskins, horns, grain “ghassoul.” Correspondence 1 
French. (Reference No. 87.) 

WINDOW GLASS.—A firm of wholesale and retail ironmongers 
at Saffi desire to be placed in touch with United Kingdom manu- 
facturers or exporters of window g.ass (clear glass principally, 
as coloured glass is less in demand), of which there is a great 
scarcity in Morocco. Correspondence and price-lists should be 
in French. (Reference No. 88.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


ASIA MINOR 











PALESTINE, SYRIA. 

TEXTILES, HABERDASHERY, BOOTS 
GOODS.—A firm of commission and transit 
in Beyrout, desire to obtain the representation of british manu- 
‘acturers of men’s woollen goods, women’s dress goods, haber- 
dashery, linen goods, cotton plece-goods hosiery, drapers’ sundries, 
boots and leather goods generally. The firm have branches at 
Haifa, Sidon, Jerusalem, Damascus, Aleppo, Smyrna, Tripoli 
and Baghdad, and would be prepared to accept a sole agency fer 
Palestine and Syria. (Reference No. 89.) 


« 


AND LEATHER 


agents, established 








Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
COLONIAL PRODUCE, RAW MATERIALS OR MANU- 


FACTURED GOODS.—An import and export merchant in New 
York desires connections with British exporters of Colonial 
produce. raw materia!s, or manufactured goods, saleable in the 
United States. Will open credits in London if necessary. 

Apply Statistical and Information Department, London Chamber 
of Commerce, 97, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINA. 

PROVISIONS, FENCING WIRE, IRON POSTS, &TC.-- 
H.M. Consul-General at Buenos Aires reports that a resident in 
Buenos Aires, who has been employed for many years by a local 
firm and who since 1916 has been working for his own account 
as a broker, is desirous of representing British firms in Argentina 
for the sale of the following goods :—Provisions and confectionery, 
fencing wire (oval, round and barb). iron posts fer fencing 
i shape), iron tubing for bedsteads, wire ropes for lifts. cranes 
and haulage, angle iron, tees, rounds, ete. The applicant is 
stated to be young, energetic and to have a good knowledge of 
the country. (Reference No. ©0.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








sent to the 





DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 
GOODS SUITABLE FOR THE WEST INDIAN MARKET.— 


A trading concern, established in the Dominican Republic. 
importing British-made merchandise generally, desire to extend 
their business and will be glad to correspond with United 
Kingdom firms whose manufactures are likely to find favour in 
tne West Indian market. (Reference No. 91.) 





ECUADOR. 


TEXT'LFS, HARDWARE. PAPFR. TINNED PROVISIONS 
AND DRUGS.—A commission agent and manufacturers’ 
tepresentative in Guavaquil is desirous of obtaining British 
agencies for textiles (suitings), hardware, paper, tinned provisions 
ind drags. The applicant is highly recommended as a suitable 
~~ and corresponds in English and Spanish. (Reference No. 


Vee. | 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 


CONDITION UNDEK WHICH TRADING 
IS PERMISSIBLE WITH CERTAIN 
COUNTRIES. 











The Board of Trade have issued the following instructions 
(Cmd. 512, price 1d.), dealing with trading conditions with 
certain countries as a result of the ratification of the Peace 
Treaty : — 

The following notes on trading conditions as affected by 
the raising of the blockade, the authorisation of the resump- 
tion of trade with Germany and other countries, and the 
removal of United Kingdom import restrictions, are pub- 
lished for the information of British traders. These notes 
-upersede those published in July and September last as 
Parliamentary Returns ‘‘Cmd, 274°’ and “Cmd. 350.” 

During the war it was necessary to prohibit all trading 
with the enemy, but the necessity for this prohibition has 
now ceased. It is no part of the policy of His Majesty’s 
Government to discourage British traders from competing in 
the markets of the late enemy countries, and it is desirable 
that British traders should make every effort to secure a 
proper footing in Centra] Europe. . 

I.— GERMANY. 

Any goods may he sent to Germany without 
licence, except goods on Lists ‘‘ A’ and ‘*B”’ of probibited 
exports, Applications for export licences in respect of goods 
included in those Lists should be addressed to the Imports 
and Exports Licensing Section, 22, Carlisle Place, West- 
minster, S.W.1. 

TImports.—Any goods may be imported from Germany, and 
paid for, without licence, except goods whose importation 
from «al? foreign countries is prohibited. The import prohi- 
hitions established during the war by means of Reval Pro- 
clamations issued under Section 43 of the-Customs Consoli- 
dation Act, 1876, a list of which, so far as they remained in 
force after Ist September, 1919, was published in Parlia- 
mentary Paper Cmd. 454, have been temporarily suspended 
pending either reversal of Mr. Justice Sankey’s judgment 
or legislative action to secure powers to impose a limited 
number of restrictions. Importers, however, should clearly 
understand that, in the event of these powers being con- 
ferred bv Parliament, or in the event of the judgment being 
reversed on appeal, licences to import restricted goods will 
not be granted merely on the ground that the goods had been 
ordered between the date of the judgment and that of the 
re-establishment of the restrictions, but will be based solely 
on consideration of the reasonable reauirements of the 
country. 

Other transactions.—Other transactions of a commercial 
or financial nature with firms in Germany are permissible 
without further licence, provided they do not involve any 
of the following matters, namely :— 


(a2) The payment or receipt of money arising out of 
pre-war transactions ; 

(4) The delivery of or dealing with property held tn this 
country for persons in Germany since before the 
outbreak of war: 

(e) The transfer of securities by or on behalf of a person 
in Germany: 

(7) The allotment or transfer of securities issued by a 
Company to or for the benefit of a German sub- 
ject : 

(r) The transfer of any debt cr other obligation due to 
a person in Germany, - out of pre-war trans- 
actions. 

Tt should. of course, be understood that, as regards the 
financing of transactions, traders must make the best ar- 
rangements they can, and, in the case of uncertainty as to 
the hest mode of procedure, they should consult their 


J 
Kzports. 


hankers. 

Money due to or property acquired by German nationals 
as a result of transactions entered into since the resumption 
of trade with Germany was authorised are not liable to 
sequestration in this country. 

Il.—TVRKEY,. BULGARTA AND THE TERRITORIES 
PREVIOUSLY INCLUDED IN THE AUSTRO. 
HUNGARIAN DOMINIONS. 

The British regulations are the same as those set out 
ahoxe in the case of Germany. except that the collection of 
debts owed by persons or firms in these territories is allowed, 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —continued. 





lil. NORWAY, SWEDEN, DENMARK, HOLLAND AND 
SWITZERLAND. 

[t is no longer necessary to obtain certificates from Im 
porting Associations in these countries, or to procure other 
forms of guarantee, or to consign goods to such Associations. 
Export licences, for which application should be made to the 
Imports and Exports Licensing Section at the address giver 
above, are required only for goods on Lists ‘‘A’’ and ‘‘B 
of prohibited exports. 

IV.—POLAND, FINLAND, ESTHONTA, 
LITHUANTA. 

So far as British regulations are concerned, there are ne 
special restrictions on trade with these countries, bt. as 
in the case of other foreign countries export licences are re- 
quired for goods on Lists ‘‘A’ and “B”’ and general 
prohibitions of import apply to these as to other countries. 

Consular Certificates of Origin and Interest.—These certi- 
ficates are no longer required for goods imported into this 
country. 

Declarations of Ultimate Destination and Disclosure of 
Names of Consiqnees.—These declarations will no longer be 
required to be made in respect of exports from the United 
Kingdom, and disclosure of the name of the consignee on 
Bills of Lading or Shipping Manifests is unnecessary, except 
in a limited number of cases where the Imports and Exports 
Licensing Section may continue to specify on an export 
licence the name of the consignee. 

Notr.—The above statements deal only with such regula- 
tions as are in force in the United Kingdom. Traders should 
also have regard to the restrictions on imports and exports 
in operation in foreign countries. Information on this sub- 
ject mav he obtained from the Department of Overseas Trade. 
35, Old Oucen Street, Westminster, S.W.1. and 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, F.C. 2. and is published from time to 
time, as received, in the ‘ Board of Trade Journal.”’ 


LETTLAND, 





ALTERATIONS TO THE ENPORT 


PROHIBITIONS. 

The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announce that 
the following goods have been removed from Lists ‘*A” or 
*B” of Prohibited Exports :— 

Palm kernels. 

Copra. 

Ground nuts. 

Palm kernel oil. 

Coconut oil. 

Ground nut oil. 

Cotton seed cake. 

Cotton seed meal. 

Accoutrements, not otherwise prohibited. 
Barographs, suitable for aircraft. 
Heligraphs and their component parts. 
Periscopes and their component parts. 
Rangefinders and their component parts. 
Searchlights and their component parts. 
Submarine sound signalling apparatus. 
Web equipments. 

Torpedo nets. 


~_— 


POSTAL SECTION. 


ABOLITION OF CENSORSHIP ON TELEGRAMS 
TO PLACES ABROAD. 


All previous Notices on this subject are cancelled; and 
telegrams for all places abroad may now be accepted without 
restriction in accordance with the general arrangements in 
force before the war, except to the under-mentioned 
countries : — 

Bulgaria.—Telecrams 
English or French. 

Czecho-Slovakia (or Tcheco-Slovakia).—Telegrams must he 
in plain language (in any European language, except 
Turkish). 

Esthonia.—Telegrams must be in plain language. 

Germany.—Telegrams to places in Allied Occupation must 
be in plain language in English, French, German, Japanese, 
or Italian. Registered addresses are not allowed. (Telegrams 
for unoccupied Germany are accepted without restriction.) 

Greece.—Telecrams must be in plain language or in the 
A.B.C. Code, 5th Edition. 

Honduras (Republic).—Telegrams must be in_ plain 
Encelish or in one of the following codes:—A.B.C. (4th and 
5th Editions), Lieber’s (the two editions), Western Union, 
Bentlev’s Complete Phrase, General Telegraph, and Scott’s 
(10th Edition). 

Hungary.—Telegrams are subject to miljtary censorship 
in Hungary, and are therefore accepted at Senders’ risk 
only. 








must be in plain language in 
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Italy and Italian Possessions.—Telegrams must be in plain 
language in English, French, German, Italian, Japanese, 
Portuguese, or Spanish. Code telegrams sent by or addressed 
to well-known firms or Banks are, however, admitted on the 
understanding that the code used is to be produced if re- 
quired by the Italian Telegraph authorities. All telegrams 
are accepted at Senders’ risk only. | 

Japan.—Telegrams are accepted entirely at Senders’ risk. 
No other restrictions. 

Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes (Croatia, Monte- 
negro, and Serbia).—Telegrams must be in plain language 
in Serbo-Croatian, Slovenian, English, French, Russian, or 
Greek. . | 

Latvia.—Telegrams must be in plain language. 

Mesopotamia.—Telegrams are accepted at senders’ risk 
only. They must be in plain language—English or French, 
or In one of the seven of the codes first mentioned in the 
list at page 96 of the Post Office Guide, or in the code 
called ‘‘Unicode.’’ 

Palestine.—Telegrams must be in plain language: in 
English, French, or Italian, or in one of the nine authorised 
codes. 

Poland._-Telegrams must be in plain language. 

Roumania.—Telegrams must be in plain language in 
English or French. They must bear a full address, and 
sender’s name must be telegraphed. 

Russia (North Russia, South Russia—including the 
Caucasus—and_ Siberia).—Telegrams must be in plain 
language: English or French. The use of registered 
addresses is prohibited. In telegrams for Siberia the use 
is allowed of the nine codes mentioned in the list at page 
96 of the Post Office Guide. It is understood that telegrams 
in the A.B.C., Lieber’s, and Bentley’s codes are least. likely 
to sustain delay. 

Syria.—Same conditions as Palestine. 

Telegrams for possessions formerly under German control 
(South-West Africa, East Africa, ete.) must be in plain 
language in English or French, or in one of the nine 
authorised codes. Full addresses must be used and sender’s 
name must be included, 

As regards the restrictions now in force in the countries 
mentioned above, it 1s explained that those restrictions are 
imposed by the local authorities and not by the British 
Government. Any telegrams for the countries concerned 
which are not in accordance with the notified restrictions 
will, however, be accepted if the Sender so desires; but a 
warning is given that the messages are accepted entirely at 
Sender’s risk, and that no enquiry regarding them can sub- 
soquently be undertaken. 





DEFERRED TELEGRAMS FOR KISMAYU, 
BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 
Deferred telegrams for Kismayu will now be accepted at 
the rate of 1s. 73d. a word. 





PARCELS CONTAINING ARTICLES OF 
CELLULOID. 

The notice which appeared in the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal ”’ of the Ist instant concerning parcels for Sweden 
containing articles of celluloid applies also to such parcels 
addressed to Finland. 





PARCEL POST TO EASTERN SIPERIA. 


Uninsured parcels can now be accepted for transmission 


via Japan to the Amur and Maritime Provinces of Siberia. 
The rates of postage are 3s. 2d. for a parcel not exceeding 
3 lb. in weight, 4s. 2d. for a parcel over 3 lb. but not over 
7 lb., and 5s. 4d. for a parcel over 7 lb. but not over 11 Ib. 


FOOD SECTION. 
DE-CONTROL OF DAIRY PRODUCTS. 


The Food Controller, with the concurrence of the Minister 
of Agriculture and Fisheries and the Secretary for Scotland, 
has decided to discontinue, as from 31st January, various 
measures of control at present exercised over milk and milk 


products. 








MILK. 

The Milk (Winter Prices) Order, 1919, will be revoked 48 
far as it pertains to prices, and thereafter milk may be 
bought or sold, whether by wholesale or retail, free from 
the restrictions on price imposed by the Order. Prices will 
be determined in the normal way by the free operation 
supply and demand. The Clauses (10, 11, 12) prohibiting 
the addition to milk of colouring matter or water, 
reconstitution of milk, the use, without authority, of 
bottles or cans belonging to other persons, and the Clauses 
(14 and 15) giving power to Food Committees, subject @ 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





the consent of the ‘ood Controller, to buy and sell milk, to 
make arrangements for its distribution and to give direc- 
tions for securing the purity and cleanliness and whole- 
comeness of milk, will remain in force. No alteration will 
be made in the Milk (Registration of Dealers) Order, 1918, 
which prohibits retailers and wholesalers of milk carrying 
on business without a licence; but the retention of this 
Order will not interfere with the formation of co-operative 
depots under proper supervision. An Order will be issued, 
to take effect on Ist February, prohibiting the use of the 
terms ‘‘'Grade A”’ or ‘‘ Grade B”’ in connection with the 
sale of milk, except under licence by the Ministry of Food. 
CHEESE. 

Home-produced cheese manufactured after 3lst January, 
1920, will not be purchased by the Ministry for the Pool, 
hut will be free to find its natural market without restric- 
tion of price. The Ministry is purchasing hard home 
cheese, made during the month of January, 1926, and de- 
livered to the Pool on or before 29th February, 1920, under 
the same terms and conditions as were in force in respect 
of the December make of such cheese. The Ministry will 
continue to distribute the home cheese so purchased 
through the Home Cheese Distribution Scheme at controlled 
prices until further order. 


Butter. 

Home produced butter will, as from 31st January, 1920. 
be freed from the existing control over prices, but the 
Ministry will continue to provide, through the Butter Dis- 
tribution Scheme, the guaranteed ration of Government 
butter, i.e., butter purchased and imported by the Ministry 
of Food, at a controlled retail prise to all persons who have 
registered their ration card with a retailer of Government 
butter. Supphes of Government butter will also be con- 
tinued to establishments under the existing procédure. 

CREAM. 

The Cream Order, 1918, will be revoked as from 31st 
January, 1920, after which date cream may be made, sold, 
and purchased free from any restrictions. 











GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





CONDENSED MILK. 
The maximum retail prices of condensed milk will be 
suspended as from 3lst January, 1920. 
In giving effect to these decisions the Food Controller 
must, of course, retain power in case of emergency to deal 
with any unforeseen dithculties which may arise. 





THE SUGAR RESTRICTIONS. 

The Royal Commission on the Sugar Supply has informed 
manufacturers that the duration of the present restrictions 
in the quantity of sugar originally set aside for manufac- 
turing purposes during 1920 must necessarily depend upon 
circumstances ruling from time to time, but the Royal Com- 
mission desires to warn all manufacturers that they should, 
when contracting for other raw materials necessary for the 
production of their commodities, bear closely in mind the 
difficult and serious position regarding the supply of sugar. 
An increase in the quantity issued will not be authorised 
until supplies more nearly approach to the demand, and 
prices to 4 more reasonable level. 

The Food Controller announces that the temporary reduc- 
tion of the domestic sugar ration, which has already been 
foreshadowed, will take effect as from 19th January, when 
the ration will become 6 oz. per head per week instead of 
8 oz. The allotments of sugar to catering and other estab- 
lishments are being reduced by 25 per cent. 





CONTROL OF HOME CHEESE. 

The Food Controller has issued a notice under the British 
Cheese Order, 1917, fixing the maximum first-hand prices 
mentioned in the schedule below for the varieties of home 
cheese (except Caerphilly, Ripened Stilton, and Wensleydale 
Blue Cheese) manufactured during the month of January, 
1920, and delivered up to and including 29th February, 1920. 
This notice also provides that the maximum first-hand prices 
for cheese manufactured up to and including 3ist December, 
1919, previously announced, will (except in the case of 
tipened Stilton and Wensleydale Blue Cheese which have 


_ ————— i si — — 





WEIGHTS AND 


lie Board of Trade have examined and tested a pattern 
ot « combined self-indicating and compound lever counter 
weighing machine of the form herewith shown, of 112 Ib. 
capacity, submitted to the Department under the provisions 
of Section 6 of the above Act, but as the result of the ex- 
amination was not satisfactory the Board have declined to 
issue a certificate of approval. 











MEASURES ACT, 





1904. 


The Board of Trade have examined and tested the pattern 
of an automatic weighing instrument (of the capacity of 
280 Ib.) referred to in Notice 48, dated December, 1y06, modi- 
fied so that by the substitution of a different supply shoot 
without interference with the actual weighing mechanism 
(7.e., an even armed beam scale) the instrument can be used 
for weighing oil seeds, and have issued a certificate (No. 120) 
under the provisions of Section 6 of the above Act, that the 
pattern is not such as to facilitate the perpetration of fraud 
when used for weighing oil seeds, provided the two supply 
shoots supplied with each machine are plainly identified with 
the machine by a common number or marking and the feed 
mechanisms respectively are marked prominently: 

(a) For weighing grain; 

(b) For weighing oil seeds, 
in such manner as to be clearly visible to the bystander or 
operator. 
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heen freed from the Order) now apply to such cheese 

delivered up to and including 29th February, 1920, instead 

of 31st January, 1920, as previously stated. 
THe SCHEDULE. 
Maximum First-Hand Prices. 

Manufactured between Ist and 

$list January, 1920 (inclusive), 

in Great Britain and Ireland, 

and delivered on or before 
February 29, 1920. 

per lb. 

Ss. . 

Dorset hand-skimmed (blue)... 1 83 

Dorset, separated (blue) | L 43 

Dorset, separated (white) L 3 

All other whole-milk cheese (except Caerphilly and 
Ripened Stilgon and Wensleydale Blue Cheese, 
and any whole-milk cheese not exceeding 2 Ib. 
weight uncut) 

All other partially skimmed cheese (1.e., cheese con- 
taining at least 25 per cent. of fat m the dry 
matter) 

All other wholly-skimmed cheese (i.e., cheese contain- 
ing less than 25 per cent. of fat in the dry 
matter) 3 

Delivered hetween January 

th, 1920, and February 8sth, 

1920 = (inelusive). Manufac- 

tured in Great Britain and 

[reland. 


Variety of Cheese. 


Variety of Cheese. 


per |b. 
.uy whole-milk cheese not exceeding 2 Ib. weight 
uncut, other than Caerphilly 


GENERAL SECTION. 


NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT: 
LICENCES. 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section |, Sub- 
section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918, and 
No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders, No. 265 of 1915. 
Non-Ferrous Metal Industry that licences under the Non- 
Ferrous Metal Industry Act have been granted by the 
Board of Trade to undermentioned companies or indi- 
viduals : — 

Barr, James C., Limited, 27, Blythswood Square, Glasgow. 

Hardy, Stanley Syrett, trading as S. S. Hardy and Co.., 
290-292, High Holborn, W.C. 1. 

Lorck, Lorenz Albert, Berend Bessel, trading 

Lorck, 13, Clifford’s Inn, Fleet Street, E.C. 4. 

Thomas, J., and Son, 45, Manor Road, Manselton, Swansea. 
Zalbide Alvarez and Company, Limited, 5 and 6, Broad 
Street House, New Broad Street, E.C. 2. 


Commercial Returns. 


CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 10th 
January, 1920, and corresponding weeks of the seven 

years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act 1882. 
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| Average Price. 
| Wheat. Barley. 


s. d. a, 
109 7 7 








4 
6 
( 
1] 


» 


| 2 
| 


28 
26 
30 
48 
65 
58 


62 


Corresponding week in— 
1913 


_ 


i» Go 





9 
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*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that 
where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
local Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure than 
the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure, 
that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial 
bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of oats. 
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COMMERCIAL RETURNS —continued. 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
THE WEEKLY RETURN. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 





Kxpor » at the "ary . —_— , . a F on 
pe rted at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 2 weeks ended 8th January. 1920:-— 


Week 2 Weeks Week ”? Weeks 
cnded ended ended ended 
8th Jan., | 8thJan., | 8thJan., 8th Jan., 
1920. 1920. 1920, 1920. 


IMPORTS. i+ EXP ORTs. 


— es 


a ee | a LT SE se 


Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 
American .. vi 43.355 137,344 1,408 2 457 
3razilian .. a QS] QS] nin a 
East Indian a9 ~—- 62] 7,443 8,092 
Egyptian ee oe _—— 15,430 5289 0,423 
Miscellaneous IS, S60* 23,198* 751 SO] 


| SE See 
SS ee | ee ee SD 


Total ». 63,196 177,574 14,891] 16,773 


~— ——E———— 








ee ee _ a 


“Including 4,805 bales British East African, and 18] 
bales Foreign East African. 





—— 


December, and January to December. 

Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported, Forwarded from Ports to Inland: Towns, 
and Returned to Ports, during the month and twelve 
months ended December, 1919, compared with the correspondin 
periods of 1918. | 


Ber | 
Month of December. | Twel:e months ending 
Decemoer. 


1918. 1919. 1918. | 1919. 
Imports. 

— | | Sa.) 
ric 284,614 7 | 2,851,759 
Brazilian a 502 | |” 90’ 186 
East Indian _ | a ag5 OG | 150.487 
Egyptian +s ee] 55,403. | | 580,889 
Miscellaneous ++] 89°04 250 417 


American 


29,169% | 176,246 | 





715,447 | 2,893,579 | 3,864,718 


it 


Total = --/ 379,081 | 


— 





EXPoRTts. 





) | 
American en | 19,954 || | $5,921 
Brazilian - wal : 876 | | 2,365 
East Indian - 8,562 | 68,577 
Egyptian .. ..' 13,171 | | $4,522 
Miscellaneous | "= | $3,963 | | 21,964 


| 








| | 


otal . | ies 38,826 | 


| ForwaRDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
} ae ae 


233,349 








126,424 173,377 ||: 1,799,946 1.991,118 
1,510 6,897 | 39,249 | 64,657 
1,329 2,440 57,65 | 37,394 


American “ | 
| 
--| 28,477 £0,780 393,521 326,091 


Brazilian se 
East Indian .. 
Egyptian 0.2 


Miscellaneous 3,308 14,677 94,038 114,981 














Total ...! 161,078 | 228,1 


FoRWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports. 











2,384,619 | 2,534,241 





———— 








American 31 1,29 
Brazilian | ‘a , oa 
East Indian .. . _ 
Egyptian aT 16 


( 
Miscellaneous 3 








48 ‘7 | 20.44 1,595 


{ 








 #* Ty ——— stich Weet Ind; 974 bales 
*Including 57 bales British West Indian, 1,274 | 

British West African, and 1,953 bales British East African. 
+Including_7,282 bales British West Indian, 14,612 bales 


British West African, 21.104 bales British East. African, 
and 5.212 bales Foreign East African. 
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